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THE RIGHT 
ble, Sir Edward Coke Knight, Lord Chiefe luftice of 


England, and one of his Maiefttes moft honourable prinie 
3 Councell, axdto there of the honourable and 


zeAileht honourable Lords, where according vntothe 
BG} direCtion of good lawes, gracious Soueraignes no- 
bly rule, and loyall Subieéts freely obey, there the 
Common-weale, which is the common goodof 
: both , produceth the moft royall, happy and ftable 
_-Monarchy.. Ifeuer am Kingdome hath been fortunate, to giue a 
_ true mirror and example of this happinefle,this famous Ilandhath 
been therein incomparable, wherein fo many puiflant Monarchs, 
fucceffiuely fwaying this Emperiall Diademe, according vnto the 
ancient Lawes and Cuftomes of this Nation , haue-fo many hun- 
dreths of yeares gouerned this mighty people in peace andho- 
at home, and victorioufly led them in triumphant warre a+ 
_ ~~ broad, as by the glorious trumpe of forreine and domeftike fame 
and Hiftorie isnot obfcure. The fplendor of this truth,the iniuri- 
 ousafpertion of infufficiencie in our Englith laws,cannotwithout 
fhame or blufhing guilt behold. Notwithftanding, finceinfome 
things to be wanting , was neuer as yet wantinginthemo | 
exquifite lawes, policy and ftate that euer hath been,and fince the © 
of God it felfe (though perfeG in it felfe’) through humane 
imperfection in the true perfection was neuer yet feene, giue mee ™ 


OE | 
‘ i 
3 
& 


Pieaue rhtough lawes 


op 


derat their general “What Lawe or Nation inthe dete- 
tion of Witches , and Witch-crait, hath as yeteuer appeared 
competent, or from iuft exception exempt ?: How vncertaine are 
among.-all people differing judgements Some iudge no Wit-- 
ches atall,others more then too many , others too fewby many; 
in {o-oppofite extteies , fo'exttemely dppdfice:: not pre- 
| fume to prefcribe how alawe may become more.abfolute or per-_ 
| fect, I onely labour and enquire to learne. Among mafiy gene- 
tall direGtions by different Authors, diuerfly publifhed , concer- 


the perfeGting of particular lawes, (as farre as perfection is 
ble vnto humane frailety ) Demeffhencs in his fecond Oration. 


againtt Ariftogiten, in my thought doth feerme to equall(ifnotex- 
_ceede) the moft Fhree things faythhe (as.may bee! 
} plainely out of theforenamed place collected) doe conéurre vn- 
| tothe vpright confticution of euery complete lawe, whereby ic 


may be heldfacted and inuiolate. The firft is, that it be 


id duces, that is, that it bee the ordinance and gift of God... 
Secondly, that itbee 2%) tharis, the lage 
iudicious decree and-counfell of the moft wife and prudent. The 

third is that itbee marcos that is, the vniueriall - 
fent: of the whole ftate , City or countrey. Certainely, the true - 


fe of the forementioned 


‘ setall lamenefle, andconfufiorof 


for that men haue. notas yet fufficiently fearched the holy Scrip- 
turesto finde out that Ocz, that is, whatisthe ordinance | 
of Godthérein. Secondly, for that men haue not feriouflycon-_ 
| filed with that wifedome and prudence , which by the light of 
mature and reafon Almightie God hath left diftouerable andal-. 
lowedtobe iuftly and tru'y deemed, > ue that. 
is, the fage countell, determination and decree-of the moftindi-- 


Glows, prudentand wifemen.. 
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in the propofed cafe o -craft confi erein.Firft? 
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-Wher theferwoare met 


the fame particular, and as diligently therein obferued, but hath 


f 


| andare agreed nanicly,the ordinange: | 
of God, aid the vpright & fincere counfellofthe moftholy, pru-: 
dent and wife men,purpofely ftudied ,and without fuperftition 
ercifed' therein : then wil the happy harmony ofall mens hearts be-> 
come eafily tunable thersto, whiclt is, xe, thatis, they 
conunoa content of Prince,Peopleyand Countrey. Vnto.this faire» 
worke and building of God : let itnotfeeme prefumption, thar I 
offer this my moytie of defire, and good will. I know that in this: 
fubie&,many ages of learned Authors, hauc endlefly varied, ma= 
ny famous VV niters haue been branded with infamous errors,mae: 
ny excellent wits have*runne themfelues almoft out of their wits,’ 
and thofe who haue beft deferuted, their trembling pens haue nig. 
gardly dropped, and timoroufly pointed out any fully, or firmely: | 
_auouched certainty. [t is notwith{tanding no breach of rule of | 
-defty by bounden duty,vnto the accomplifhment and honour: | 
of truth, to adde whatfocuer in my vemoft endeauour may be con- 
would my many confli&s,with difficulties in this: 
_kinde, hold me excufed, if fo oft fpurred, or rather galled, by fo. 
frequent exercice,practice and conuerfation with perfons in fo di- 
vers extraordinary manners afflifted, and fuppofed bewitched, it’ 
fhould awake no an{werable difpatch or difplay therein. Let it- 
then feeme no wonder, thata man (though leffe then the leaft a. 
mong men) who hathnoronely as ftudioufly as others laboured 


/ 


farre more happily been fortuned then others, with frequent mate - 
ter,and occurrentsworthy obferuation, and hath alfobeene more 
plentifully gratified with opportunitie, to inrich his vnderftanding . 
with variety and worth of obieéts, infiru@ting his reafon, and.con- 
firming his experience: Let it feeme no wonder ( | fay) that a 
meane wit, thus beyond others furnifhed thereto, may aduenuire © 
amiddeft fo many doubts and ambiguities, wherewith fo many ' 
worthies haue been formerly — eled and perplexed, to auouch - 
33 + and 
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and protiecerfainty, and. demonftration. In this fiibie& of Witeh- 
| craft, by better meanes aduantaged, if beyond former times or 
Writers, haue haply propofed a mere-dire& and certaine mo- 
dule and methode of iudging therein, Idoe not thereby arrogate 
vato my felfe, but attribute vnto che meanes , derogate from | 
others, whom if the like contingence of the fame helpes, had as_ 
§ freely and friendly affronted, and the like facilitic had opened as 
# ready acceffe, l acknowledge in the guilty fenfe of my owne exi- 
§ .guitie (whether in the outward beauty of words, or inward fub- 
fiance of vnderftanding) it had been eafie. for any man to exceed 
with fo good aR {> euil meaneneffe of my performance. 
Since then (Right Honourable Lords) the fubied it felfe, & a per- 
tinentand peculiar vie therein, doe point vnto your Honours the 
propertic of this Dedication , vnto whofe tribunall the lawes. of 
God and men appeale againft that foule abominable finne, let it 
notbee cenfured pride or prefumption, humbly to prefent 
your Lordfhip that confideration and refolution which beyond 


¥. 


my merit or defert, Occurrents haue freely adminiftred vnto long- 
diftra&ted meditation. If there may appeare therein ought aduan- 
cing truth, or feruiceable vnto the common-weale, vouchfafe for 
thofe good refpedts, it may be gracious in your eyes, acceptable 
and worthy your noble fauours and proteGtion , againft the iniu- 
ries of aduerfe obdurate cuftome, ignorance, enuy, and the vulgar 


meanc feafon,my deuoted heart fhal deuoutly pray vnto Almigh- 
tie God for your Lordfhips long life, the multiplication of many 
happy dayes, redoubled honour in your feruice of God, your King 
and Countrey,and after this life,that fife which euer lafteth. 


Your Lordfhips, in the moft bumble defire, and tender 
oflas denotions feruice andobferwance. 


Joun CoTta, 


indignation of common receiued and deceiued opinion. Inthe 7% 
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TO THE READER. 


IN entous Reader, in this fubiect of Witch-craft | 


le intercurrence,do 
peceffarily-’ 


Cw what obfcuritie, difficultie, difference, 
>A contrarjetie and contraditionhath among 
thors learned men inallages arifen. From 
the cffufion of general enorance, or fuperftetions blindneffe 
herein, willing towithdraw the vulgar illufion 1 haue inde- 
toured demon/ftratinely to declare what portion of certainety in 
uncertainties, God and Nature hath a eftined cy allowed. 
4 It is not any worth either arrogated unto my felfer a erogated — 
| fromothers, but my fiudious defire and uchement affection in 
this particular,together with fome fpectall experience paines 
upon diners eccurrents, cH occafions extraordinartly hapning, 
: that hath drawne me forth to offer my opinion as the widdowes 
mite, more haply in good willand harty affection, then in true 
: valew or deferucdeficeme. If it way only gine occafion unto a 
exquifite penfell, it isthe heigth of my intentwn, anda 
4 1° complete recompence of my indenour. For this caufe, and for 
common eafie reading and apprehenfion, Ihane purpofely a- 
snocided,and difcontinued the thrid of a continued labou- 
red flile,and bane for the moft part preferred andinferted a 
plane texture,of a more vulgar and careleffe phrafe and word. 
| The ennious haply may canill, that a Phyficion ont of his owne 
(appofed precincts foould rufb into fasred prenter vpn fo 
points of Dininibie as by an nanvida 


arsly themfelues im cis propofed fubieét. Dininitie, 


doth herein anfmere them. In the theory of Theologie, it 
it the ducty and prasfe of cmry ‘to bce without cur 
“Fer as touching matter of Diuinitie,as it falleth out,or is in- 
cident in the difcour fe of {mall Treatife , Lonely proponnd 
fuch reafins and confiderations therein, asin common are al- 
commendable in euery Chriftian man,and therein 
I doe neither vfurpingly contronle others nor controulingly con- 
clude my felfc,but willingly fubmit unto the crane cenfureand — 
ditisture of the learned and reuerend Diuine. If therefore 
Ceved Reader) Ihaue bere publifbed or communicated unte 
thee ought thankes-worthy, as it is by me freely intended unto 
thee she let st not from me be unfriendly extended by thee. If I 
bane tn ought erred.fet 1 be thy praife and goodnes to make thy 
ufe thereof without abufe. If thou haft formerly thought amiffe, 
and 6 i here veade that 1s more right, bee not albamed to ac- 
knowledge thy better knowledge, If thou left not to know,thes 


know, that truth{hallindge thee, and inftifie her felfe without 


Thy well-willing friend, ‘ 


Town Corta. 
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WITCHCRAFT: 


S mings the true and right 
the Difcouerie. 


CH 


O brawls e,and how it és folel either Ser 


thereis one onely Infinite, 
Mi which hath created all things 
finite ; fois there one analy 
nite, moft neerly like yntothas 
a! Infinite , which is wifedome 
and knowledge in and, 
| Angels. The knowledge which 
Tis giuen to Angels , is onely 
\ knowne to God and Angels, 
The knowledge whichis yi- 
lithited and It is therefore b the moft 
wife Philofophers and fathers,of former times,and the Sages 


ot — agreed, by a confent and 
| | — 
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(ea, 22 “vader{fanding: the fecond is the ourward fenfe; The ynderc 


when they come firft into che wofld, yet immédia ly by the. 
direCtion of Nature, they reftife’, and fliefrom that which is 
-euilyand harmefull,and feek and know that which is needful] 
vato their life and preferuation, Secondly ; the vnderffan- 
he‘difcourfe and 


gaine a> certainty of knowledge; in otherfome a probabili- 


Hocinatioe 


| pofitionib’ ance are rightly.difpof 
gh ly, ifpe 


lobabilibus, «2 

non certa care,.are 
demonfira- on and j 
there never was,. nor cuer can be gnumeration of any othet, 


fituit, ideog; © Ot this caufe the, Philofophers haue divided all ‘things that 
arc.incident vnto mankinde’,.to: know or vnderftandi either 


pinionum vnto fuch. things as immediatly ¢in their very firftthought 


| ony Ariftot. Gr mentiondp proue themfclues, and at the firft. c6fideration _ 
HincSylo. Ot fight are evident vntoallmen; offuchvasare direaly 
ferred and neceflarily proued other propefitions, or fuch 
imperfecti as by prudent geffe onely and likely conie@ure give afaire: 


| 
: 


probability of truth and.certainty. Such things as immedi-.. 


. mony of thé famecruth, that all things which are allotted 
tanto khow orvnderftand, are by two. waims orinftruments 
falig. de foleto be arciyicued or honed Thea firtofthele 
— Manding hath'knowlecge divers wayes. Firftimmediately, | 
“by an inbred Idea, and vnderftanding of certaine general no- 
i _ tfons commion vnto all men, and in them and with them. | 
Korn. Tits, though intcllectuall may be in forme affimu- 
saved thee narurall infin th Bruit ‘creatiires by which | 
jidemonftra. ty and likelihood onely of certainty , yet oft-times in a very 
jja, vel diale- great neerenefle ¢ and ¢finity ,with certainty, Knowledge 
a Arillot. {ikewife commeth by the ourward fenfes, which do certain. 
Dialedic’ wndoubtedly informe the-vriderftariding concerning: 
ifm’, velra. their feuerall proper obieéts, whesethe 
the outward meanes of conucy- 4 


Wie thereof. 


and sre widoubeed, 


either to the fenfe onely, or vnto the vaderftan 


ding onely, Such things as are only propertothe fenfe, and 
thereto immediatly and properly fubiect , are-things feene, 


Keard, touched, tafid, {melt,as.colours,figures, lineaments, 


founds, mufike,hardnefle, foftnefle;drineffe, moifture,rough- 
neffe fmoothnefle, fowre ig: {weete., diuer fit of odours and 
like: in which, without the vfe ofthe fiue fenfes, men 
cannot be fenfible or know any thing -in this inferiour world 
vnder the heavens, Such things as arefubiect ynto the vn- 


derftanding onely, and notwnto thefenfe, and immediatly 


prougthemfelues, are.generall notions and receptions. , infe- 
parably fixed: in the vnderftanding ofall men, Ofthis kind 
_ are thefe pofitions in Philofophie. All things that are made 
 haue their matter, « out of which they were made, haue their 


4 {peciall formes and difference, by which they are apart that 


* Materiam, 


Formam, 


they are : and laftly to chat being, which they are, are rifen Priyationem 


from that which they were not. Likewife, thefe pofitions 
in Logicke : Euery propofition is true or falfe, affirmatiue or 
negatiue, and extendeth generally vnto all ynder the fame 
_kinde, or to fome particulars ,or to a fingular,or is indefinite, 


Likewile,in Arichmaticke thefe: One is:no number,one can. 


not bee divided , or isindiuifible ; foureis morethen two, 


Likewife, in Phyficke thefe : Euery mans ficke or healthfal, oy 
 ordneuter : Contraries are contraties, asheatby 
cooling, cold by heating, moyfture by drying; drynefleby. 


moyiting. Asinthefe named Sciences, foin allother; there 


are the like generall notions , immediatly at the firft viewe 


proouing themfelues vnto the ynderftanding,and euery man 


in common fenfe and reafon, immediatly confentethynto 
theirtruth:; and he thae deniecth it, or feeketh proofe thereof, 

isefteemed iuftly madde, orvoydofreafon, 
_ There are other things alfo fubie& vnto the vnderftan- 


ding only, which do notimmediatly'vpon the firft view or ~ 


confideratien (asthe former) proue themfelues, but.are 
ued by others more cleere and euident thenshemfelues ; as 
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this propofition,: motion of the heauetis is not infinite, 


~ 


Thisisnormanifeftivnto every man atfirlt views *butvequi- 
reth another more manifeft thenit felfe , co make it manifeft 
chen it felfe, to make it manifeft, thus : That which hath 2 


certaine limirted courfe,circumuolutionand motion, ‘cannot 


beinfinire; but/Aftronomie for niany thoufands- of yeares 
hath difcouered the fet per- 
ambulations of the heavens, and therfore the motions of the _ 
heauens cannot be infinite.. Itmay here eafily be obferued, — 
how the firft pofition being vnable to:proug¢ it felfe, vnto 


another more manifeft doth giucitilight, and doth deduccit 


ynto that, which doth fo immediately proue it felfe: but 
common fenfe and reafon, and obferuation of all ages and 


times, that no idiot canbe ignorant,orwill deny it. 


‘Thus hath been manifefted how fome things arcimmedi- 


f 


ately vaderftood in the very firft confideration and view : 
fomeare proued by themfelues, fome not proued by them-_ 
‘{elues, but made evident by others. Asmany things are in- 


the formerkindes and feuerall manners manifefted, and eui- 


dently prouedyvnto Reafon, Senfe,or Vnderftanding :,fo are. 


there many-things neither bythemfelues nor by othereuis 
dent, neitherto the vnderftanding and reafon, ‘nor to the | 


outward fenfe at thefirft-apparent, but remaine ambiguous 


and doubrfull. In thefe things certainety of knowledge by 


manifeft proofe failing there rermaineth no other refuge, but. 


prudent and artificial!’ conie@ure, narrowly lookin and. 
fearching thorow probabilities, ynto the neereft poffibilitie _ 


hence doe arife excellent vfes and 
derftanding, though not fofarre forth ofttimés gained, as 


as defired vnto all priuateends, yet fo farre forth,as maketh 
wife and ynderftanding men, excell and fhine before others. 
Hence it commeth to paffe that in doubrfull cafes, counfels _ 
atid attempts,one man is feene and knowne to ouerfhine an - 
other, as much as the glorious Sunne doth his ecclipfed fi- 


the Motte, Herice haue iffued fo. many nobleand hea. 


roike.. 
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goike Vertue’ Sagaciticy¢xquifienes of iudgemenc,” 

denice, Art, in oftbigh affaires;: Bor, als 
though cuident certainties, yet doc. 

they farre forth oft-times: aduantage and aduance! vnro 

the knowledge of certainety, that-it is almoft ¢quall vato 
certainty, and doth perfwade and {ertle difcygete refolution 

and difpofition in-all affaires, In this: confifterh the height, 

therop, the fumme of Art,and the perfestion of allshumane 

 kriowledge,aboue or beyond which,no man.could euer foare 

— orleuill, By thislight onely. the former mentioned meanes 

failing js oft times gained much €xcellence of natural know- 
ledge to nian, -béyond and without which the eye'and fight 
_ of knowledge in manis fealed vp, his vnderftanding dark-- 
_ned,and cannot know many hidden things. And thus to him | 
meditate and confider,: it is vndoubtedly 
eleere and-cerraine, how the Creatorand infinite Prince of | 
all'principles hath founded the beginning & end; the power _ 
and poffe of all knowledge, vpon one of the former waies of | 
inueftigation, befide which thereis no naturall knowledge | 
to be expected, Philofophie as yet neuer found other*waies 
vnito that infinite number of all Arts and Sciences ,foadmi- 
sably flourifhing thorow fo tanyages of the world, For turam non 
this caufe the moft excellent & prime Philofophet, :Ariffotle, continetur 2 
reieCteth whatfoeuertcanot be found by Senfe, or proued by Scientia, 
reafon,as {purious. Likewife Ptolomie hathbounded the true 
Art of Aftronomie within fatwm Phy swithm a necefh-- 
tiein: Nature, and todiftinguifh it from fuperftition( wher. 
_ with curiofitie vfually defileth orintangleth i¢). doth limit it- 
conuenientem nature modum , that is,within proportion 

and .méafure ianfwerable to Reafon and Nature, For this - 

eaufe alfo, alf trué Philofophers -haue determined thetwo- 
 onely inftruments of all true Arts, to bee Reafon:and Expe-. 

which Galen doth call the two legges wherevpon the 

Art’of. Phyfike doth confift, And therefore in. thefecond 
chapter of his Finisiones medica, he faith, Optinmusis: eft 
in Medicina refta agieravione, thats, hee who 

doth’: 
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doth all. things in his fubieétof Phylike; according to right 
©. From hence alfo all true Artifts haue :defined Art tobee, 
Habitns cumtratione fattinus, ithatis, a fettled habilitie 
promptnefle- of aftion, and‘operation according to reafon. 
 Mponthis ground others have buile other truc rules and ob- 
feruations,concerning true and Jawfull Arts. Therefore (faith 
Galen) arsnonefiexys quorum neutiqnam est potestas, Hagog. 
capes. thavis, Art is not of fuch things as cannot be accom- 
plifhed. Whichis worthy noting, to diftinguith preftigious 
fuppofed Arts from sue Art. ;To.this others likewife 
 haue added another.obfernation, that is that Attis imployed 
about fuch things as are in..reafon profitable: and not vaine. 
faith Scaliger exerci. 3.7. Sett.3 non. est dévebusinu=j— 
tilbus. It is yet further obferued vpon the fame ground,that 
| true Artdoth not confound or cloud it felfein-mifts, but re- 
‘ duceth ynto order, light and reafon; things diflipate,confil- 
fed,and out of order andreafon(as Cicéro afirmeth) res 
dinulfas diffolutafque conglutinat, ratione quadam conftringit. 
Vpon the fame grounds diuers: common weales 
haue expelled all falfe and forged Arts :.as ,, Necremancy, 
 Aeromancy, Geomancy, with gther fortiligious Diuinations, 
‘Vpon the fame reafons, diuers Emperors,Kiiigs, Kingdomes 
- . and Lawes, haue exploded, cenfured , and. condemned all ~ 
 fuch as vaderpretext of che wholefome Artsof Aftronomy, 
Mathematsikes,.and.the like, have raiine into foolifh curiofi- 
ties; ,impoftares, and deceitfull praitices. Justinian the Ro- 
_man.Law-giuer and Emperour, hislawesareextant tothis. 
 putpofe, Likewife Tiberius his Decrees for the expulfionof 
gounterfeic Alathematicians and Magicians, And Ulpianim,. 
his bookede ALathematicis Maleficu, the publi, 
gation of theit goods, and. their inhibition bythe Emperors 
from communion with otherCitizens fo muchasiin fire.or 
water, Andas Reafon, good Lawes, Kingdomes, Nations, 
and: Gommon-weales haue diftinguifhed ingenuois,liberal, 


= 

~ . 


graeand profitable Arts and Sciences builded yponreafon, 


a 
i 


. 


i 
‘ 


needleffe,’ erronious: Arts {o hiath the holy 


Scripture both inftified (an &ified andcommended the one, 


and. ‘condénined , and ‘nominated’ with rebuke and 
Yorhers: The: firft: igeiident; Exod: verfe 1.25324, 5,6 


wise AlmightieGéd ‘doth reftifie ‘concerning the’ 


Iedgeandskill of Workmanthip’in gold; filuer, and ftone, 
thao he gaue it by his Spirit vato Bezalel who 
kiiowledgeand vnderfaridiny 
imthat-lawfull ‘Art 


able-vino the ‘building 6f Gods 
houfe. The fecond is Ger. 19. whete it is in’ 


their due commendations secotded: thatthofe who’ before 


yfedand pradtifed vaine &- ourigas "Ares: they’ were by 


preaching-of the Apoltles of 


their vndiflembled repentance; t they abfolutely renounced 
and atid openly buriit their 


ST bat mo Kinwle ledge come unto mani! 


Att or | 


by Seftor Renfon, or and canittture, is 


tes Is 10% 118 Ne wit? 


Hefare of edit be dere= 
Sted por knowledge; ‘which com- 


utward Senile; Demonttration, Ratiocination, or judicious 
prudent 
exatmine anny? one partic 
AtvoxScience, infteade of nidny, and therpin-view, how by’ 


the former mentioned keyes,dores'& ‘entrati¢es folely, 


help of Reafonj tite inward-or the 


fot she of chat whi os 


Soni inreatonable likelihiodd: let vs 
ingengous, liberal or’ Jawfull 


| penddthe waits. and pers’ 
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“fe&apprehenfion. And ifone Artor Science may be{uffici- 


ent herein, I think it moft fit to choofe my owne, becaufe as 
toumy felfe moft prompt; fo ynto any other not vaprofi-— 
table,, All. difeafes that happen.vnto the body of man are | 
either outward opinward, and therefore either feene by the 
eye, and deprehended by the outward Senfe, or concei- 
ued only by{Reafon and the inward Vaderftanding.' Inward 
difeafes, and fubied& onely vnto reafon and ynderftanding 
doe fometimes a pprere sleasely and certainly ro reafon and 
ynderftanding; fometimes they do not appeare certaine, or 
‘by certaine notes or fignes, but by likely markes oneiy, 
which are the grounds ofartificiall conieCture. 
_ And.as fome difeafes are apparent to,outward fenfe,fome 
euident¢o inward reafon, fome by only. 
exact {earch and perquifition purfued Ynto their 
difcoucry + fo alfo are; many difeafes hidden from all thefe 
wayes of inueftigation,, and therefore remaine as remem- 
‘brances of mans manifold ignorance in this life, andofthe 
fecret referuation of Gods dectec and prohibition. As then 
in thofe difeafes which are apparent vntofight, itisblind- = 
neffe in a Phyficion to make queftion, in thefe which are eui- 4 
dent toreafon, tomake.doubt,is 
which may beattained by artificial coni¢ctation , {earch or 
perquifirion,citheree be flacke,ss flath,or to be vnable, is in- 
fufficiency : fo in thofe difeafes, which neither outward fenfe, 
nor inward reafon, nor art, nor artificial conieéture can pof- 
fibly difcoucr.; to;hopeor feeke beyand Senfe and Reafon, 
ireafonable likelihood , isirealonieffe and fenfeleffe ftri- 


a 


Uing, and impatience of thofebounds which God hath fee 
to limit the curiofity of:man. For better proofe and illuftra- 
tion , it will not bee impertinentto mominatefome particu- 
difeafesinall thefe kinds. difeafes;and 
{uch as are cuident to outwardifente; they areinfinite,: Who 
that is the leaft praGifed in:Phyfcke:, ‘deth not affuredly 

know, when , -with his eyes he doth behold aninflanimati- 
Shirrus ,.a Gangrene, Cascer:, Callus, Fiftula,Vicer, 
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know, that all difeafes which may be defined, mutt neceffa- 
rily be evident to reafon; as alfo,thatiris not difficult to de- 


fine innumerable difeafes to him that is able to *conioine * Geaus'mo 
with thepart affected , the rrueimmediate kinde-of the af- > 


fe&tion. ‘The ftomake ceafing her proper functien of con- 


bout the region of the ftomake,zecompanied with an Ague, 
-drinefle, thirft and other accidents , and confequences of 

_ heate, is notas plainly detected the kinde of the affection 
_ Thus both the part affected, whichis the ftomake appa~ 
tently (becaufe there the former accidents are found origi- 


nally moouing and firft feated, ) and alfo che ill affe@tion © 


(which by the manifeft burning heate doth proue her kind) 
being both conioined, doe truly define the difeafe to be an 
inflammation of the ftomake. The like may be fayd of the 


inflammations of all other inward parts of Plurifies, Phrens _ 


fies ; inflammation of the Liuer, Splene, Wombe, Reines, 
Gutsand otherparts , the certaine teftimonies of exceffiue 
heate giuing demonftration of an inflammation, and'the 
paine(or at leaft,fome-defe&) or defection in the proper of- 
fices of the parts manifefting the parts thenifelues. Ascon- 
cerning inward inflammations of diuers parts ; fo likewife 
_ofinward Vicers,and other maladies may be inftanced, The’ 


difeafe of the bladder is oft certainly knowne, by painein 
the part, orby ceffation of his proper functions,or defection © 
therein , and the kinde of difeafe therein by the excretions 


oft-times proceeding fromit. And thus’an Viceris oft 
coucred in the bladder, by paine, with purtilent and{angui- 


_nolent miction, Difeafes hikewife of the head are‘certainly 
Mifcouered and derected'ynto-reafon, by defects 


eprofie,Pfora, Struma, Petechia, Variola, Taundes, ' Gout, 
Tabefcence, Extenuation, and the like. Secondly, for in- 
difeafes euident to redfon; he that is leaft learned,doth 


parte aff 
& 
co&tion, or depriued of appetite, doth it not theréby mani- all 
feltly proue wnto reafon fome inward-ill affeQtion therein? bi fpeciem, 

Téwith thatill affection be ioined amanifeftinward heat a- 
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fomerimes inthe vnderftanding , fometimes in the chemo. 
‘Ty; fomerimes inthe imagination, fometimes in all thofero. 
gethcr.,.and fometimes in the generall motion of the whole 
hody. Difeafes of the heart likewife appeate by the euil and’ 
motions ofshe pulle, by foundings.and defeGions in 
Huelihoed of fpirits and vitall facuity. Difeafes ofthe 
Wombe or Mother likewifes. doe oft demonfisate them. 
te make a particular enumeration of al difeafes of this kind, 
the fame manner evident and apparentynto- 
| Now let ys briefly alfo eonfider fome difcafes, which are- 
heither euidént to Reafon, nor manifeft coSenfe; but are. 
gained, detegted, and hunted out of their deepeandihidden 
couerts, by the quicke and exquifite ch 
artificial! coniecture; the or vfe whereof, either 
inan ambiguous coniplication of doubrfull difeafes or im 
the exttication of any intricate fingle affection or malady, 
there isno man in Phyficke exercifed, who doth not dayly 
finde; Many examples of difeafes of this kinde would caufe. 
bedy of chis little worke voluminoufly to fwell 
Letvs fuppofea man, doubtfilly.and diuerfly with. 
thefeaccideats affiicted: namely,a continuell feuer,a cough, 
Spitting of bloud, fhortneffe of winde,head-ache,deliratien, | 
ai wantof fleepe,drincfle, thirft , paines in divers parts, fides, 
ma ribbes, backe and belly: What. difeafe or difeafeshere are, . 
eatvneither be manifeft to fenfe,diftrasted inthis confufion,. 
multitude and concurrence of accidents ; nor yet be euidene. 
to reafen. at the firft view, becaufeit requiresh fo different. 
talsapert,: then itmemnaineth, that learned, indicious, 
proceed exact-- 
ly to diftinguifh and analife, asfolloweth. Allthe forepas. 
medpaines, diftempers aad aceidents may indifferently 
either from the Longs inflamed, or the Liuer , 
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doth vfuelly bring forth all ,.ort 


| Aderations. 72 


_.quliar vnto the difeafes named, and 


$4 


Midsiffe, or che Pleure; becaufe any one-of thefeby irfelfe 

part of them, Heere 
then prudent , artificiall, and exquifite perpenfion-doth exe 
actly valew and efteeme all the different manners, quanti» — 
ties, qualities, pofitions ard fituations of pains; likewifeac-— 

ccidents,.motions,.tinies , manners of motion, ¢aracters, or- 


ders,and all other both fubfantiall and circumftantiall con- 


And firft, as touching the feuer, head-ache, thirft, idle- 
neffe of braine(becaufe they arecommon to many other dif- 


 .eafes befids thefe,& require no curious a:more-cureleffe 


and.common refpe&.) prudent & circumfpeét -coniedtation 


doth leaue. their-needleffe confiifion of more vfefull: and 
needful perpenfion , and doth more narrowly fearch about 


thofe accidents, which are more infeparable, proper and pe- 

‘by difquifition ia. 
their indifferencies, doth notwithftanding fift out their hids. 
den and fecretly couched differencies , by which , in exa@ 
view they are found and diftinguifhed fufficiently differing, 


The infeparable accidents which doc peculiarly , or for the 


smoft.part accompany the difeafes before named, that isthe 
inflarametion of the Longs, the Liuer, the Midriffe and.che 
Pleura, are cough , fhortneffe of winde, {pitting of bloud, 
paines about the ribbes, fides, belly, which in all thef na- 


med difeafes,more or leffle ate prefent,either primarily,or by. 


confént ofone pact with another. Fhefe, though feldome. 
abfeatfrom moft.of the fouce former difeafes, and:thetefore 
not cafily diftinguifhed, when they proceed fremth’one or 
thother; yet rightly. weighed,and accurately confidered in 
their feuerall manners, meafutes, and right pofitions in-eut=" 
ry, one, when part and fingle, they doe likewife in their: 


confuled mixture one with adorher, yeeld diftingt and feue+ 


ral difference to hinr, that in a iadicious and-difcerning 


thought, doth'beare their iuft diftin&ions apart. For illus 


Rration, {piseing of bloud is vfiually 2 Mion or 


-moft of the foure named difeafess but in oneimleffe quariti«* 
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4y,in-another more; in one afterone manner,.in another 
teranother; inionc by vomiting, in-another by-expetorati- 
on, and.in another by.coughing; in one with much expuiti~ 
on, inanother with little; in one with danger of ftrangula. 
tion andfuffocation, in another without; in one with thick- . 
nefic, blacknefle, and {mall quantity: of bloud., in another . 

with thinneffe, brightnefle ‘of colour, and more: quantis- 
ty; and in oncofthefealfo withlefle, and in another with: 
more difficulry and labour, Shortneffe-of winde, or diffi-- 

~  ilty of breathing., isacommion companion to all the na~ 

med difeafes ;:-but in one with frequent expuition, in ano- 
ther without,and where, with expuition, in one with more: 

-facility,inanother with difficulty, in one with one manner 
of difcenfion of the inftruments of ‘re{piration, inanother- 
with another, in one kindeof difficulty of refpiration more. 
frequent, in anotherleffe, in one more grieuous, in another . 

_ Thelikemay-be faydof coughing; and pains, Coughing - 

in one of the forenamed-difeafes is with much , in another 
with littke, and: in another with no expuitionatall;-inone.. 
continuall ,in another with intermiffion;.in one with jnten- . 
fion, in another with remifsion ;.in one loud, inanother ftil, 
and where, with expectoration, in-oneof one: colour and 
quantity, in another of another; and.in another ofnone at _ 
all; in one eafie, gentle; free and without paine, in another: 
pricuous and painfull; yea fuffocatory , and neere to ftran- 
gle, Paine likewifeis a commoncompanion to althe 
tioned difeafes ; but diftinguifhedin th’ one andthe other, 

1 _ by the manner, nature, and fituation of the feueralhparts, 
‘which apart in euery oneit poffeffeth., and alfo by the diffes 
rent oddes,fafhions, and kindes of paine ;fome being fharp, — 
fome dull,. fome quicke, — flowe, fome with diffenfion, . 
fome with punction , feme with: heauinefle and fenfible: 
weight, fomemore grieuous tothe Patient lying, fome te | 
him fitting or ftanding, fome more.calmein one pofition of - 


the body, andfomein anothers: 
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dent and:skilfull conieCture,by. anddili- - 

nt perpenfion, comparing together oddes, and exactly res 
true propery) es and diffes | 
rences of accidents, their manners, proportions, and other 
due circumftanges, dothin the énd reduce euery accident to 
his right difeafe, and euery difeafe to his right caufe; where- 
by the prudent and iudicious:Phyficion-doth cleerely vnder- 


ftand; direQiyand timely-co:apply-proper and pertinent res 


medies, Andabus in doubtfull cafes, which ate neither euil 
dentto Reafon, nor manifeft to Senfe inthe Art and exercife: 
ef Phyfike , itis manife(t how folert and accurate conieéta-— 
on, through the clouds and mifts of ambiguities, doth in the 
end focleerely fendiforth and giue fo faire alight,ehat doube 


infelfe doth ourofdoubt;andiis little infetiour'vnto 


certaing and «plaire demonftration: As 2 {hort fumme of ‘all 
that hath been faid,: whatfoeuer hath beene declared of dif= 
cafes, the fame may bee their igues 


The iflues of all are Senfe; 
of euident by realon, or {crutable by artificiall conie@ture. - 
Examples:.of the firft kinde t3when with our eyes 
themotion:and:Senfe. externathand. other. out~ 


wardfun@tions of the body, either abolifhed, or inan high 


degree depriued of their power and naturall vfe. | 
This-cértaine teftimenie of our fight doth certainelyin- 


| forme the:ynderftanding, concerning the dangerousiffue. 


the fecond kinde are manifeft likewife;when’ 
weifinde either the caufesof difeafes vnremoucably fixed,or 
the difeafe it felfeirooted in the fubftance of any of the prin-’ 
cipall parts,oraccidentsin, malignitie, vehemence, and fu 
irrefiftable. In thefe cafes'a doubefuland hard iffue i is euident 
toReafonby iutt: ‘consequent, 
Examples ofthe latter kinde apparent, in 
difeafes,gaod and euill fignes are fo doubrfully mixed, thar 
fome promife Life, others as ouch threaten Death : fome in. 
other fomein as-muchas-incou~ 
- 
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¥ery: Worthy Gentleman,who being extremely vexed 
withthe Strangury, Difurie, and I{churie together with pif 
fing of bloodin great abundance, and the ftone,who by the 
vie and accommodation of remedies,found mucheafe, miti- 
gation of paines,and qualification of the extremitie ofall the 
Fesnie accidents, Notwithftanding , for that there were 
. eertaineindications of an Vicerin the body or capacitie of 
the Bladder, his recoucrie was not expected, but after his: 
deceafe, inthe diffeGion ofhis body, his Bladder was found 
rotten, broken:and black, without any manifeft matter ther= 
in as caufe thereof, or fo muchas one ftone, although hee 


heart was'foutid diclofed with a fhining rotten gelly, and. 
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biack-tound gelly'as big geas a Tenice ball, did manifeft it - 
| 


f 


 hradformerly and immediately before auoided many ftones> 
at feuerall times, This I produce, being frefh as: 
an inftanceof impoffibilitie‘of knowledge vnto a Phyficion 
in many and frequent cafes.For how could the fraCture or co- E 
: lour of his Bladder, while the Patient was liuing,by any ex- | 
uifiteneffe of: Art or vnderftanding, be knowne in any pof- q 
| power of man,although all the other ac- ‘4 
cidents aboue mentioned, were vndoubtedly, by certaine in- . 
7 dications and fignes difcouered? I might here deliuer many a 
otherlike Examples out of mine owne knowledge ; I will 3 
onely callto refrembrance one more, 4 
was'of late yearcs Phyficion vnto a. right Noble Lady; 4 
the caufe of whofe apparent dangerous eftate, diuers learncd 4 
and fanious Phyficions conioyned with my felfe,could:neuer a 
difcouer, In the'diflection of her body after her deceafe, her 
-thythe fame Lady; an intolerable paine about the bottome a 
of her ftomack, by fits depriued her of all eafe-by day, and of 4 
| réft by night.and could netier. be either knowne in thecaufe 4 
| ithe diffe ction of her 
| 


this -her heart, of che matter 
evill colour of that matter wherewith herheart wasinuiros) 
ned; asalfo-of that collected-gelly in herflomake, what 
poffible knowledge ( thinkeyou ) or exquifite vnderftan~ 
ding, or artof'man could euer in her life time-giue any no- 
tice or information ? Like ynto this is that which Holle~ 

the.21, his‘rare obferuations dothmention. Ina 
ficke man perplexed in aftrange manner ftom an vnknewne 
caufe in his lite, after his death his liuer-andepiploon did ap» 

_peare corrupted and putrified , his ftomake toward the bot- 

‘tome bruifed.and fullof blacke iuice or humour, Ghriffopbo- 
rus Sillineus , opening the body ofia childe after. death, re- 
he faw in the {mall veines, running thorow the 
ubftance of theliver, many {mall fcrauling wormes then li- 
uing. Beninenius doth make mention of a woman tormen- 
ted gricuoufly by a needle in her ftomake, which wasimpof- 
fible by any art or exquifitnefie of vnderftanding to be con- 

. ceived or fufpected , if natureit felfe working itoutthorow 
the body and fubftance of the. ftomake , ynto the outward 
view and fenfe, had not fo difcouered it, I will not here 
mention.the generation.of worms, tones, and the like in the 
guts, gall, heart, longs.and other parts, of whichno art, or 

excellence ofknowledge.can poffibly take notice,vntil they 

> have proued themfelues vnto the fight. Many difeafes of 
ghefe kindes being fearefulland terrible accidents, and affli- 


tions vatothe body, yet forthe moftpart are neuer dete, 
Ged;. becaufe they not. onely no proper true:-certaine 
likely ,. but-no pefsible meanes-or way of indication or 
ticcatall, in any reafon or vnderftanding of himane.Art or 
Scicace 3: without which the moft exquifite and Scientifical 
Clarkes are altogether difabled, and muftneceflarily beig> 
norant, Thus hath been at large manifefted , that nothing 

_ an beevnto the Phyfician in his Art and Science knowne, 
which either by outward fenfe or inward is not apparent, or 
by likely and artificiall conieCture from both, is not dete= 
&ed or difcerned. The like might be yrged concerning the 


trials, 
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teialsof and iuftice , and inquifitions of offeices and 
errors againtt the law, whicharethe difeafes ofa Common- 
weale, as theformer of thebody of man. Many offencesa- 
gainft the law are apparent vnto the outward fenfe , as fight 
or hearing: and therefore being witneffed:by hearers or be- 
holders. are without doubr or difficulty immediately dif- 

_ patched, fentenfed , and adiudged, Many alfo.are evident 
to reafan, which therefore are hild and reputed inuincibly 
and infallibly to to conuince, 
_. Many offences alfothere are,neither manifeft to fenfe,nor 
euident to reafon , againft which onely likelihood and pre- 
fumptions doe arife'in iudgement; whereby: notwithfan~ 
ding,through narrow fearchand fifting, {trict examination, 
circum{peét and cutious view of cuery circum(tance, toge- 
ther with euery material! moment and oddes thorowly, 
and vntothe depth and bottome by fubsil difquifition fado- 
med , the learned, prudent, and difcerning Iudge doth oft 

derect and bring vato light many hidden, inteftine, and fe- 

ret mifchiefes ; which vnfenfibly and vnobferucdly 
would otherwife.opprefle and fubuert the Common-weale, 
When none‘of thefe wayes of-extrication the truth can 
pofsibly be gained, the wife and vptight Iudge vnto necef- 

in want of due warrant vnto iuft proceeding, doth with . 
patience and fobriety fubmit. For-this caufe (as may bee 
feene vpon records ) many cafes iuftly neceffarily and-yna- 
uoidably ftand perpetually infcrutable vndeeided and 
determined), as certaine proofes and enidences of the limit | 
tation andannihilation of mans knowledge in many. things 

of this life: Almighty God oft-times decrecing tobideforme _ 
truth from the fight of man,and detaining ‘it inhisowne 
execwillandpleafiire, 
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whether. Witch-craft hane any other wayes or meéanes of 
gation, then thefe before mentioned, and what is the trucénnen 


fi cure haue limited and confined all knowledge of man, 
. withinicertaine waies and bounds, out of which, and be- 
4: which it cannot pafle sas alfo for that caufe, that: 
no iuftifiable Art or true Science whatfoeuer , doth or can: 
_exceede thofereftraints, There haue been alfo diuers exam= 
_ ples produced of the neceffity of mans ignorance, in the im- 
poffibility of much knowledge,and difcouery of things hid- 
and inhibited by ‘the iuft and vnfearchable decrees of 
God and Nature.) It remaineth now to enquire concerning, 
one particular fubiect of Witch-craft, whether in the c6mon 
way of all other detections of truths, it ought likewife cons 
fifts orwhether by itfelfe ic haue other priuiledges: beyond: 
all othérerials,: Ifreafowbe the fole eye anddight of naturall 
vnderftandiig which God hath giuen:vnto.reafonable mam 
(as is before proued.)1f without it'can be no naturall knows 
ledge, noArt, no Science no difcouery,:.If lawe among alli 
people and nationsbe fo iftin‘all: things, asto:do or allow 
nothing-againtt true reafom (im-which confifteth right.) . 16 
Godhimicifesand ail lourithing Gommon-wealés'haue ty+ 
ed men and: lawes:, and rhe decifion by them of all'doubts,: 
queftions. and-controuerfies ; either vntoright proofe;euia 
dence and allegation; according ynto reafon,oratleaft, faire 
likelihood, prelumption,and probabilities and beyond thefe 
there’ neber:was;.1s,-or cas beany 
How is-it pofhble that mancan attaineany knowledge of 
Witchecraft;-ifnot by: thofemeanes, by which only his nas 
tureis capable of what foeuer isallortedto be knownthere- 
OWS to? 


[: hath been at large before declared j how God and Na- 
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to Ifthis beinfaliibly true, man muft either by the former 
common wayes of knowledge and detection, know like- 
wife and detecét-Witchecraft,or els-bee altogether ignorant 
thereof; whereof the contrary by daily experience is mani- 
feft, It may bee and is obiected:, thatic is ahard and diffi-: 
cult matter to dete&t Witch-craft, by the former and ordina- 
ry courfes , as isoftfeene and found apparent, .Sois it like~ 
wife equally difficult, and as hard by the fame meanes oft- 
times, formany a iuftmantoproueand cleere his oppofed’ 
innocency, and for many aniniurioufly wronged wretch to 
prouchisright, to defend his goods, yea, life it felfe from. 
violence; notwithftanding, thisis no allowance vnto ano-. 
ther way,no reafon or iuftification of any vnwarranted way, 
or way outiof the way of Reafon, luftice, and Lawe , be his: 
burden: neuer foimportable , or his iniury exceeding cruel- 
For,if God had allowed vnto men alwaies {ineoth,affured, 
certaine and infallible: wayes vntothe fatisfaétion of their’ 
wants,and'the accomplifhment of their intentions & defires: 
without failing; what wouldbecome of Religion, Vertue,’ 
and Wifedome ? Then-fhould euery man be alike wife; and: 
menwould be fo'confidentimtheirown firéngthand pow- 
or; atid ‘fo proud:,< that they would forget‘(Godijiand never 
thinke of the Almighty. If the meanes and waies vnto alf 
Knowledge, and theinformation of our defires andaffecti- 
ons , did meet -with:no impediment, 
ttadiQion, mo calualry tointercept,-and allithingsfhould: 
proiperoufly. fucceed vnto' our means ‘and endeuors, .there: 
would neuer-be any vfe of Patience, Temperance, or depen-: 
dance vpon the diuine prouidence;.and-confequently, little 
acknowledgement,and leffe worfhip-and: adorationof our 
Greator, who according to:his wifedome, pood will and! 
pléeafure, doth otherwife orderand difpofe 
all things, For if vnto our fuppofed needfullends;, and 
neceflary defires were certaine and vncentrouled waies, no- 
thing impofsible , nothing denyed; then -were our — . 
ror 
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Therefore Almightie Godin his ereat-and vnfpeakeable- 


‘Wifedome hath fubieéted vaine man, and made his pride 


to infinite creatures , limits, reftraints, coertions, 
thereby to teach him true wifdome, piety, truft, dependance, 


worfhip, and adoration of his all-reftraining & all-limiting 
vnlimited power, Mantherefore muft thereby learne to be: 
contented fotoknow, astherewith rolearne toknow him- 
felfe ; thatis with his large portion, his lot, his manifold 
indowments, his excellence of Senfe, Reafon, Vnder-: 
ftanding, Prudence, Art, not toforget or fpurne at their in- 
terdictions, prohibitions, and inioyned lifts, beyond which 
todefireto know, is curiofitie, isfolly : Sapientia vera, — 
~ Nolle nimis fapere, faith the Poet. It is true Wifedome, not: 
to be too wife: that is, not to know, nor defire to know 
more then is allowed or needfull : needful,not in aur defires,: 
but Gods Decree," 9G 
Here then let me intreat reafonable men,not too much(as” 
is vfuall) to {well with indignation, or to be puffed withim- 
patience, where God doth not apertly reueale and plainely 
(as they defire and thinke needfull ) the fubtill engines, and: 
my fticall craftof the Diuell in the Machinations of Wit. 


ches and Sorcerers, but foberly, modeftly; and difcreetly, fo 


faire forth be contented to purfue the tryalland iuftway of 
their Difcouery, as with fenfe, with reafon, with Reli gion is 
iuft and righteous , knowing that whatfoeuer is beyond. 
thefe lifts ;is reafonleffe, fenfelefle,andimpious; 
- For fince God and Nature ‘(as is before faid:) hath limi- 
ted the ferutinie of all true Arts ‘and Sciences, all-naturall. 


knowledge for difcouerie of controuerfies and refolutions— 
ynto the lights of Reafon & Senfe, and artificiall coniecture, 
“prudence, drt, fagacitie, and fubtiltie of ynderftanding de- 


siued from thence, vnto what other barre or feate of Iuftice 
can Witch-craft appeale or be brought? - 


Te.may be obietted, the Art of Witch-craft, being fuper- - 


Jawe, and manin no power but in his owne, in noawe, inno 
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maturall,and the practice thereof {uftained by an. extraordi-. 
naty power; that therefore the meanes and waies of difco- 
uerie mutt be likewife more then ordinary and{upernaturall. 
Heretois truely anfwered, that fince'the nature & power 
of Spirits is ynknowne vnto man (as things fupernaturall ). 
and can be, andis no otherwife knowne, but by examining 
the workes ifluing from thence, and comparing. them a-. 
right with that which is maturall (becaufe man in his Reafon 
and vnderftanding cannot difcerne that which is truely. 
trafcending his Nature, otherwife, then obferuing how far 
it exceedeth that which isaceording to Nature :) therefore. 
(I fay) the workes of the Diuell, or Witches, though fuftai- 
and produced by a fupernaturall power, yet can haue no 
other way for their dereftion by man, but that which is or- 
dinary vnto man, and natural and poffible vnto man;for that 
_ whiclris aboue or beyond his power or Nature, is not his. 

_ Fromhence muft neceffarily be concluded, that thert is 
no other ordinary way vnto man ( who knoweth.or can | 
Know nothing but that 1s naturall ) ynto the difcoucrie. 

of that is fupernaturall, but thac way which is likewife 

_ Although therefore the fubie& of Witch-craft require a. 
greater meafure of knowledge to difcerne that which is 
therein really , and truely fupernaturall, from. that which 
in nature oft-times hath a very great likeneffc,. and a.de-— 
ceiueable fimilitude therewith: , yet is the.way vito that, 
knowledge, the common high way which conducteth vnto. 
allother knowledge whatfoeuer. Let men then.be perfwa- 
ded and: contented (fice God hath alotted, and-allowed 
vnto the nature and power of man no other way) inthis-on- 
ly warranted true way: to-feeke the difcouery ; to finde the, 

oting, path, and {teppings of Witchcraft, as of all-other 
things, which by the Decree.of God are revealed ynto.man,, 
Iv may be here demanded, whether Adm od, doth 
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this fo fa of Witch-craft, afwell as by ordinas. 
rie meanes leaue it vnto difcoucrie? This doubt more 
fitly in more due place be hereafter at large difcourfed, . 

It hath now beene here manifefted, that thereis or can 
be no.ether ordinarie tryall of Witch-craft, then that which - 
common vntoall other deteAions of truth : and alfo that: 
all detcétions fubiect vnto the difcoucric of man (as hath 
beene before cleared) are drawne and derived either from. 


CHAP. 
Of the workes of Witches and Dinels.. 


Efore wee proceed further to treate concernin g mat~" 
ter of Witch-craft, according to the former waies of 
‘difcouerie and inueftigations it willbe needfull to di-- 
ftinguifh whois the true Author, caufe, & immediate work- 
man of the fupernaturall workes, which by Sorcery and 
Witch-craft ate’ compaffed or brought to paffe. — 
All created fubftances indowed with powell and vertue 
from God their Creator, are cither bodily, or corporall fub- see 
ftances, or Spirituall, or mixt and betweene both. 
‘Bodily and corporall fubftances are the heauens, the ce- - 
léftiall bodies ofthe Starres, of che Sunne,of the Moone ,the - 
bodies of the elements, 4nd all elemetitarie fubfancesfrom 
thent derived and compofed. 
Spirituall fubftances are either Angels; ot Diuels,or foules 
of metrafter death’, feparatéd fromtheir bodies. 
“Mixed fubRances, partly Spiritual, partly bodily, are 
compounded of a natural! body, and an 
ftanding 
Hence it: commeth to paffe, that nran by his vnderftand. - 
in g Spirir, doth to with Angets, Spirits, and Ditels, - 
| penicipateatd ai many things asthe 
ucale 
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 wealed ; the Hiftory 


But for that this vnderftanding Soule is deprefled, and 
imprifoned in this life by the body, by the paffions,difeafes, 
and manifold incumbrances thereof, and cannot extend or 
inlarge it felfe further vnto any portion of knowledge, then 
thorow the narrow windowes,clofures, parts and organs of 


the body : therefore muft neceffarily the knowledge of man 


be much inferiour vnto that meafure ofknowledge, which 
Spirits, being of amore fubtill effence, and free from the 
‘burden and incumbrance of an earthly tabernacle or prifon, 
doe ina more large extent inioy, 

Asis faid of the difference of knowledge in Spirits, be- 
yond the power and nature of man: fo may be faid from the 
fame reafon of the difference ofthe workes of Spirits, farre 


inlarging and extending their yertue and power,beyond the 


powerandforceofmen, 

The workes of men, are confined within the power and 
nature of thefefublunarie bodies, vnto which they are an- 
_ The works of Spirits are limited to no corporalffubftance 
or body, but fpacioufly compaffe the whole and vniuerfall 
body of thefublunary or inferiour world (as the Diuell dorh 


witnefie of himfelfe,/ob 1 .verfe7.)and are nott ed vato.any 


-_particularplace, but rule generally therein, and inall places 
Gy the permiffion of God, as is euident, Ephe.2.ver, 2. where 


the Diuell is calledthe Princethat ruleth in the ayre, even — 


the Spirit that now worketh in the children of difobedience: 
and likewife,Ephe/. 6.verfe 12.where he is called the Prince 

From thefe yndoubted grounds, it is neceffarily inferred, 
that both all knowledge exceeding the knowled ge of man, 


 muft.needes iffue: from the knowledge of irits , and.alfo 


and Creation of the whole world; ma- 
ny truths of God’; the grounds of Reafon; the principles of | 
Nature ; many general] rules and obferuations, andinfinite 
particular obiects of many things paft, prefent,and to come. 


that all works exceeding and tranfcendent,a 
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and nature of corporall fubftances, muftineceflarily be the 
force of Spirits, It may now be demaunded, how _— 

of good Spirits fhall be knowne and diftinguifhedfromthe = 

works, of euill Spirits and diuels, fince-boththeirworkes 
proceede from the fame nature, fubftance, and{piricuallefs 
fence common ynto themboth, Thisfhallappearebythe 

confideration of the orders and:forts of good Spirits ,expref- 

fed in holy Scripture,and their properties , befide which, all — 
other are neceffarily euill, and therefore diuels ; like vnto 

whom likewife , by iuft confequent muft be their workes, 
thie one reciprocally * difcouering the other. Allgood Spi- Angee be 
xits are either Angels and Meffengers of God, fpecially fent Pe 
with his holy embaflage, to {pecial holy men, for {pecial frmati per 
ly ends; as was the Seraphin fent vnto /{aia, the 6.(bapter gratiam.Ange 
verfe.6,.and as: were the Angels ynto the Shepheards, when mail, 
our Sauiour was borne, or as where the Angels which — offi 

were fent vnto the Patriarkes of olde, or els tuteler An- pene volte 
gels, ordinarily commanded to.guide, proteé, and defend Magift, Sent. 
the Eleét and chofen children of God,as.is manifeftboth by dift.7.lib,2, 

the teftimony of our Sauiour, AZatth, 18.verf-10. See that 

you defpife not (fayth our blefled Sauiour) one of thefe little 

ones: For I fay ynto you,that in heauen there Angels alway 

behold the face of my Father, whichis inheauen, And by. 

that Text alfo, Heb.1.verf.14. Arethey not all miniftring 

Spirits (fayth the Apoftle, {peaking of Angels) fentforthto 
minifter for their fakes,who fhall be heires offaluation ? Be- 

fide thefe orders of good and holy Spirits, neither hath the 


holy Scripture, neither hath the light. of reafon; ornature; 


_ 


or obferuation knowne or difcouered any other, 

All che workes likewife and employments of thefe good: 

Spirits, are all and euer obferued to be like themfelues, holy, 

good, freely. feruing- and miniftring vnto the expreffe will, 

Knowne and vndoubted pleafure of Almighty God, asis 

certainly confirmed, P/al.103. werfe:20,: Praife-yethe Lord 

(fayth the Pfalmift) ye his Angels that excell in power;that 
doe hiscommandements in obeying the voyce ofhis word. 
| | All 
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4 workes therefore or effects iffuing from Spirits, that cans 

not bee proued and manifefted to be firft commanded by - 

erg *God ; fecondly,tending folely to the execution of his will; 

| godt and thirdly, are not contained in one of the foure firftmen- 

Dei tioned offices and adminiftrations of Spirits,they are-all cer- 

aflacapeflunt painly and affuredly to be fufpected as works of diuels and 

ercl, de eyill fpirits, whom God doth permit (as-fayth S. Augustine 

,, imhis 3. Booke, de Trinitate) to bring to paffefuch workes 

4 “ef theirs, partly to deceiue thofe wicked , which God in 

| judgement hath giuen ouer tobe deceiued of diuels; partly, 

| ** go quicken and ftirre vp the godly and holy man, andto_ 

andprooue him thereby, as hee did his faichfull fers 

Now fora more diftiné cleereneffe and light ynto. the 
 proofe of thefe fufpected workes ofdiuels, itis very profita- 

bie, neceflary iat pertinent, thac wee confider their kinds 

_ whichare two. The firtt kind is of fuch fupernatural works, 
asaredone by the diuell folely and fimply to his owne ends 

erlyfe , withourany reference or refpect to any contraét or 

couenant withman, The fecond kinde is of fuch tranfcen~ 

dent workes, as are done with a refpect or reference ynto 

fome contraét or couenant with man. In the firft , the di- 

uell is folely an Agent forhinilelfe without the confent or 

knowledge ofman, In the fecond), the fupernaturall and 

traafcendent works are truely, effentially, and immediate- 

| 


| toni Ange- 


fl | ly from the diuels; alfo: (becaufe outof the reach or power 
of any command of man fimply) yet therein man hatha pro- 

| perty and intereft by couenant and contrac, and derivation 
thereof from the diucll , which is truely and folely Sorcerie, 
and Witch-craft ::for fince fupernaturall workes are oncly _ 
proper toa Spirit, and aboue-the nature and power of man, — 
they cannot truely and properly: bee efteemed ‘his; and. 
therefore it isnot the‘fupernaturall worke it felfe ; ‘but mans 
contract and combination therein with the diuell, his con- 
fentand allowance thereof,chat doth make it his; and 
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Rue Difcomerie thereof. 27 
‘Witch,a Sorcerer, which is a. contracter-with the diuel. Now 
_let vs proceed to confiderhow thefe workes in 
the former feuerall kindes are or.may-be detected, fomé by 
Reafon, fome by Senfe, 


= 


CHAP. 
The workes of the Dinell by himefelfe, folely wrought without the 


affoctation of man. 


ff pernatural workes-of the diuell manifeft to fenfe, where- 
-in man doth not participate in knowledge, contractor 

confent withhim, Did not the Diuell in the body ofa Ser- 
pent miraculoufly * reafon,difpute,fpeake and conferre with * Inftrumen. 
Eua, Gen.3 ? Was not his fpeech and voice vndoubtedly,ma- tum Diaboli 
nifeftly, perceptibly , and truly heard, and founding in her Setpens. Tre- 
eares ? There then was no man as, yet borne that could 
combine with the diuell in this fupernaturall worke, or that gig Sie 
could then be found a Witch. Likewife, was not the diuels {peake, It was 
carriage of the body of our Sauiour, and fetting it vpon a 4 true Serpene 

inacle of the Temple manifeft to the eye ?, Wasnot the fire en i 
which the diuell * brought déwne from heauen in fomira- 
culous manner , and in. fo extraordinary power fo deuoure Pitn as the 
fomany thoufands of Jobs fheepe, truly vifible 2 The Mef-. Angelinthe 
-fenger cfcaping to bring the tydings doth witneffe it. Was. Affe. 

not the power of the diuell feene at fuch time, as in the Gof- D: Willet. | 
_ pell hee carryed whole herds of {wine headlong into the. lopaver, 16 

Sea? Was net the Diuell feeneto rend and teare the bo=, | 

dies of men by him poffeffed, in an extraordinarie.and {u- 
_ pernaturall manner and fort, AZarke the firft, Luke.4, ALath, 

17. Marke theninth ? Was not the very voyce of a Spirit 
heard and diftinguifhed , when the diuell in fo fearcfulland 
marueilous manner cryed outin the poffeffed, AZ4th, 8. 
Marks5. Luke 8 ? Did not the people behold the'niiraculous 
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] T is not deftitute of eafie proofe, that there are many fu- 
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cafting the poffeffed into the middeft of 
them, Lukea: verfe 33,34, 35 ? Did not thepeople heare 
andbehold ervingratoud, and in admirable 
power and manner, comming out of the poffeffed, ALarke 1. 
~ 24, 25, 26, 27? All thefe were workes {upernaturall of the 
diucl, and manifcft to outward fenfe; yet no mention, no 
fufpicion, no reafon ofimention , or fufpicion of a Witch or. 
Sorcerer:wherin therfore the diucl alone was fole Ageht.But 
itmay be obieéted that thefe examples out of the holy Scrip- | 
tures are recorded as things {pecially feene,or noted in fome- 
{peciall ages and times, which after times and other ages do> 


mot,orcannotaffoord. 
The contrary-is manifeftbythe faithfull hiftoriesandtrue: 7 
reports of Ethnicke writers, who living in diftant ages, doe r 


_ not differin the true confent & harmony ofthe famcreporrt, 
concerning the fame things, as they haue fucceeded intheir 
a feuerall not incredible, but certain vnto‘any com- 
mon Reader, what divers authors of approued faith and cre-. 
dit, in feuerall ages:‘haue written: how the diuell not onel 
ofthe bodies and feuerall parts,.* apartofithebodiesof = 
pu. men haue vttered words, and {poken with the voice of men, 3 
Biliz: Mornz. euenas in the Gofpellhee did out of the poffeffed; but alfo 
mesdeverit. out of trees, caues of earth,images and:ftatues. The firft is e-- 
el-cap.23-  nident by the generall report from one fucceeding agevn- 
| goanother,concerning thePythons :honici Vene 
The fecond was neuer hid many hun-- 
_dteth ofyeares, for many ‘ages long before the birth of our 
as is apparent by the famous Oracle‘of 
tle Of Dooddonsaa OF Petrus. 
Gregorins, Tholofanus, in his Syntagmaiuris, reciteth thishi- 
ftory concerning certaine ftatues at Alexandria, thatthey 
did fall yntothe ground fodainly and with an audiblevoice 
declared the of Maxriciusthe Emperour, euen at the 
moment aiid point of time when he was then flaine at 


Asithe'Diuell doth thew hiafelfe by voices and founds 


‘Oracula 
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_ brake, and halfe the Chancell was carried away. |’ 


trees, caues, ftatues, andthe like :fo doth he in diuers other’ 


outward fhapes and'formes ofother creatures. 
Thushe appeared vnto Eva, and fpake vnto her in the 
fhape of a’Serpent aforefaid. Of his appearance in diuers o- | 
ther formes likewile are many teftimonies,, 

It is reported by John de Serres the French Chronicler,that: 
the late renowmed King of France, Heury the 4. being in his ' 
hunting fports, a Diuell or Spirit prefented vnto the Kings 


_eares & his whole company, a great cry of hounds, and win-. 
ding of hornes. The King commanded Count Soiffons to goc 


fee who, it was, wondcring who: durft interrupt his game. 


Earle {till sfluing forward toward the noife, ftill heard 
it, but feemed nothing ncerer vnto it, though defiring to’ 
neereft vnto it, At length abigge blacke man preten- 


ted himfelfe in the thickeft of the bufhes, andfpeaking ynto ' 
the Earle fome few words, fodainely vanifhed. © | 
There could be no deceit in fo many eares and:witnefles , 
nor canthe obiection ofa meere imagination ftand yncon- 
trouled of the iuft reproofe of want of wit and good maners, 
in doubt or deniall of fo faire and fo well aduifed due tefti-- 
Matter Fox, in the life of ALertin Luther, doth relate the 
apparition and conference of the Diuef with a young man ; - 
who vpon contra¢ts agreed betweene the Diuell and him. | 
felfe,deliuered vnto the Diuel his bond for conditioned per- 
Speede in his Chronicle,and'relation of the paflage ofma-~ 
ny affaires, within the time of Henry the 4. doth make men- 


tion of the apparition of the Diuell in the habite ofa (Wino. - 
viteFryer at Danbury Church in Effex, with fuch thundring, 
lightning, tempeits, & fire-bals,that the vault of th 


¢ Church 
- Twill not further recite infinite Hiftories and Reports; - 
which may f@eme to depend vpon the obfeure or doubted’ 

credit of fuperftitious factions, or partiall Authors, but of 
fiich onely-as by the common confent of times, and. general’ 
E 3) 
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yoice of all Writers,exact creditandefieeme. 
~ Inthis kinde what a miultitude of Examples doth the 
whole current arid fireame of all Writers of all ages afford ? 
if ‘Who almoft that readeth any ancient claffical Author,can a-_ 
| “ ent uoide the common mention of fained gods, * and goddeffes- 
OF the field,of the woods, of the mountaines, of houfes, of 
Moteftaibus defarts, of riuers, of {prings, and the like, offermg them- 
Mlcroum, quos felues vnto men and people, fometimes in one fhape, fome- 
i a times in another ; requiring worfhip, ceremonies and rites; 
* fome in one manner,fome in another ; doing ftrange and 
& mired workes oft-times, fometimes pleafantly encountring 
zmenibus people, fometimes menacing ? > 
Birremifcuc in © Herevpon grew the multitude and varietic of names gi- 


celo, terra, & ynto them,according tothe feuerall maners, fhapes, ge- 


| 


ftures, and places which they vied ; as * Fasni, Satyrt, Nyme 
{ oman 1 phe, Empufa, Lemures, All Chriftians, who know ‘oe his 
miinPolitico. word, andtruth, and thereby beleeue one onely true God, 
Vide P muft needs aflure themfelues that all thefe were,cuill Spirits, 
seit, and Diuels. That fuch were,all times, ages,hiftories,and re~ 
| Platopromif. cords.of times with one vniuerfall confent confirme, That 
Dzmones they were manifeftly feene, knowne, and familiarly by 
mipppellat , Lati- the outward fenfes difcerned and diftinguifhed, cannot bee 
his nomini- denied, by the feueralédefcriptions of their maners, fhapes’ 
mi pus, & quibuf- 

officiis and geftures, 


Andshus briefely anoiding the tedioufneffe of the multi. 
: tude of vncertaine particular examples giuen by priuate men, 
I haue by vndoubted and vnto ages 
and fucceffions of continued hiftories from one vnto another 
Ib =~ manifefted, how among the heathen, the Diuell hath appa- 
pDiabolusDei_ rently offered himfelfc vnto the outward {enfe, without the 
affoctation of a Witch or Sorcerer: Which was likewife be- 
leudine inGnuer fore proued by inftances out of the holy Scripture.In thefe 
inanimos fim. the Diuell hath affected to * counterfeit the apparitions of 

Biiplicium. thc bleffed Angels of God vnto his holy feruants, thereby 
| Saluin.lib.t- make himfelfedike or equal ynto God in ignorant and yn= 
| 
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q Workes done by the Diuell, with refpett wnto C ouenant with 

3 T now followeth to giue examples of fuch fupernaturall, 
workes as are offered by the Diuell wherein manhath an 
intereft and propertie by contract with the Diuel ; asalio 
to fhew that thefe workes are manifeft in like manner ynto 
outward fenfe. Vnto this proofe out of holy Scripture, 

% behold the. Witch of Exdor ; did not Sau/ contract with her, 

and-fhe promifé vnto Sas/to bring vp Samuel vnto him? Did 

% not Saul fee the vifion raifed by her, or at leaft fpeake there- 
ito,and receiue anfwere therc-from, 1.Sam, 28.8? werenot 
then his eyes and eares (thofe two outward fenfes) certaine 


witneffes of her Sorcerie? Behold alfothe Sorcerers of E- 
egypt. Did not Pharaoh fee & view with his eyes thofe great’ 
and mighty Sorceries, water turned into blood, rods irto’ 
Serpents, Frog ges caufed to iffue out vpon the face of the. 
“And as the holy Scripture doth afford vs thefe examples: 
fo are the hiftories of all ages, people,and countries, fraught 
with the like as manifeft to fenfe asthefe, and as apparently 
detecting and pointing out the Sorcerer and Sorcery,. 
Liny reporteth, in thofe’ ancient dayes of Rome, that the’ 
Romane Clandia,a veftall Virgin, did fhew her felfe in act, able’ 
alone with eafe and facilitie to draw a mightie fhip bya {mal 
line or girdle, which wasin the weight and greatneffe vn= 
- moueable,againft the force and power of many ftrong-men, 
-affifted by the ftrength of cattell accuftomed to draw migh- 
tie and heauy burdens? That this was an aé&tfupernaturall, 
and aboue, and beyond any naturall vertue {or force in 
Nature, ismadneffe to doubt, That inthis fupernaturall act 
alfo, fhe had a propertie by hes allowance and liking thereof, 
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untaric a 


expreffed by her vol 


ing; who-can.make doubt ? The act was fupernaturall and 


i 
a’ 


aboue her power and nature : her good will, allowance,and 
voluntary putting the actin practice, did proue her confent 


‘and contraét, with that power and nature fuperiour her 


ownce, whichis vndoubtedly Sorcery and Witch-craft. 
Tuccia alfo a veftall Virgin is reported by mumbling of a 
certaine prayer, to keepe water within a fiue, or a riddle,as — 


witneffeth not onely Pliny, but cuen Tertullian, 
diuin?, ge. 

Bineribus, 

p2¢g- us, | 


_—* Camerarius maketh mention of a man, who armed onely 
with certaine charmes, would vndertake to receiue vpon his 


‘body, without harme, bullets or fhot out of the fiery cannon, 


He maketh alfo mention dfanother, who would vnder- 


take tolay his hand vpon the mouth of the like inftrument , 
even when the fire was alreadie giuen, and thereby caufe the 
‘flame appearing in the mouth therof, toge ther with the fhot 


there,to ftay. 
_ Itis credibly written of Pythagoras, that hee was at once 
by feuerall parties feen,in the very fame point of time, both 


‘in the Citie of Thurium,and the towne of Metazpontum, 

Apollonius \ikewife was tranflated,as it were, in the twink. 
‘ling ef an eyc,or in the {pace of a word {peaking from Smyr- 
na, wnto Ephefus, as fome hiftories report. That the power 


‘by which thefe things were done, was more then humane, 
noReafon can doubr. That alfothe voluntary acceffion of 
thefe mens difpofing, or apting théfelues vnto thefe works, 
doth proue their confent, and by confent, focietie with a Spi- 

__ Bathere-by the way, is iuft occafion offered vnto a que- 
ftion; namely, whether a Spirit or Diuell can caufe or bring 
to pafic,that the fame tre body at once may bereally in two 
diftant places, as it feemeth by thishiftory of Pythagoras, 
The anfwere hereto muft-needs in reafon be negatiue; be- 
caufe it is impoffible in nacure,and in the ordinary vnchange- 
able courfc. of alithings by God created, that one ifdiuidu-— 


continuedfubftance, or entire:thing fhould be wholly 
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 denided from it felfe, and yer 
orbein two places , and yet bee but oneandthefelfefame 
me muft therefore rather here thinke thatthe ditell is‘ 

Jugeler,prefenting the liuely fhape 8& pourtraiture of Pytha- 
goras in one place , and thereto haply by his fiipernaturall 
power, adding a counterfait liuclihood of fpeechand ge- —_ 

fture; while the true fubftanceis certainely and:truely@ene 

in another place. That thefe like practifes are . 
the diuell, is apparent in many other kinds befide!’ Didhee 
not vidertake, ALath. 4, verfe 8. vnto wifedome itfelfe our 
bleffed Sauiour, to fhew vnto him all the Kingdomies of the 
earth, a thing fo farre out of his reach and compaffe;but on 
ly by a lying and iuggling vifion ? Tf this hedothvnto the 
‘Sonne of God, how fhall the filly fonnes of finfull men'ef= . 

cape? Itis'written by fome Authors;that the diuel hathpere 
{waded fome foolifh Sorcerers and Witches, thatheehath. 
changed their bodies and fubftances , into Catts, Affes, 
Birds, and othercreatures, whichreally andindeed without |; 
ilufion (if it be not prefumption to reafon with the Diuell) aiiistog 
is impoffible vnto him todoe. Forthere canbeenorealhor 
true tranf{mutation of one fubftance or natureinto anothers 
but either by creation‘or: generation; The one.is the fole 
jminediate hand of God, coptimunicable to:na ct¢ature (be- 

eatife there cannot be two Creators) the otheris naturall, 
the finger-work and power of God in nature,and proper to 
the of Jiuing animate creatures, notto Angels or tempore idq; 
Againe, creation is the wérke of an infinice power, ‘and per antece 

therefore of Gédatone, becaufe there can be but one Infi- “one™ 
nite, whofe nature containing all things, and-contained. of 
nothing, ean admitno equall,no fecond,no other, The Diz recentio. | 

Thathikewifé thefe res. Ciceroma 
tranfinutationsby generation; is ag plainie andebident, be- Malucrunt cé- 


caufea true and reall generation hath many precedent *alte- 


rations janid by Kittle and litdein Space of exercite 
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the perfection of tharkinde, vned whichit doth tend or is 
begotten; but thefe feeming tranfmutations by the Diuell 
of the fubftances of Meninto Cattes, and the like, are fwift 
and fodaine; in amoment., and without preparation: and. 
thereforeare no true ,butfeeming andinggling tranfmuta- 
Here may be againe obieGed , that the Divell is‘able to. 

_ worke aboue the power of Nauwe; and therfore befideand: 
aboue' the naturall couric ofgenesation, hee is able tomake 
thefe reall tranfmutations. it isanfwered,though the diuel. 
indeed, as a Spirit,may do,and dech many things aboue and. 

- beyond the conrfe of fome particular natures: yet doth hee 
not, norisiableto rule.or commaund over general Nature, 
or infringe or-alter her inviolable decrees in the perpetuall 
and nener-interrupted order of all generations; neither is he- 
generally Mafter of vniuerfall Nature , but Nature Mafter- 

and Commaunder ofhim. For Nature is nothing els bur the 

* Nawra eft Ordinary Godin at things created, among which. 

iordinaria Dei the Diuell: eing a creature, is. contained, and therefore fub-- | 

‘Forthis caufe,alchough aboue the power of our particular. a 

nature) the Diuclias a Spirit dothmeny things,whichinre-- = 

3 fpedct°of Mature are , yerin, refpect of the 

im ower of Nawure in they arebve natural) vnto- 4 

himfelfe: andcother Spirits, who-allo are'a kinde of creature 

‘eontained within the generallmature.of things.created-Op-- 
pofitextherefore, contrary, againft or abourthegeacrall 
power of Nature, hee candonothing. Therefore, tocon- - 

paffe any generation abouc che power of Nature; whofe 

and preater chenhis.. We wil then 

before proned is impofltble forhim to do 


bycreation, Ic is here manifeft, that he. cannot doit by any 
courfe of true generation, There.can.be no reall tranfmuta- 
tion of one fubftance into another , without cither a creati- 
on or generation, Wee will cherefore.conclude with the 
faying of Saint eAuguftine de Cimitate Dei, lib. 18. cap. 18. 
Nec fane Damones naturas creant , fed fhecie tenus, qua 
Creata [int , comnmtant,vt videantur effe qua non fint : thatis, 
diuels cannot create any ‘nature or fubftance,but in iuggling © 
fhew or feeming onely , whereby with falfe fhadowesand ° 
outward induced thapes -couering thofe things whichare 
created of God, by thefe commutations they caufe themto 
feeme that which they arenotindeed, 
Concerning other manifeft iugglings and illufions of the 
-Diuell, diuers authors haue giuen diuers examples, butthac 
which aboue al the reft doth moft palpably detect him here- 
in, isa hiftoryrclated by Joannes Baptifta Porta in his fecond 
bookede Adagia natarali, He there witnefleth,that the 
Diuelsfiggeftion, a Witch beleeued firmely , and perfwa- 
ded her feife,chac all che night fhee had rid in the ayre, ouer 
diuers great Mountaines, and met inconuenticles’ of ether 
Sorcereffes;. when. the fame night the mentioned Authour 
himfelfe, with others, had watched and feeneher all that i- 
magined time of her tranfuectis inthe ayre, tobe within her 


chamber profoundly fleeping; yea, had{mittenher, - 


her fieth blue with firokes, and. could not awake her , nor 
afterward , when fhee was awaked thatchey 
‘had fo vfed her,or at‘all had:either feene or beheld her. Thus 


t 


wasthe iuggling power of the Diuell, 
iS, Doi, 18, doth deliuer an Hiftory 
concerning the father of one Preftantins who lying ina deep 
traunce fe'profoundly tharno meanes could awakehim, did 
Greame- when: hee awaked he: did report) that hee was 
transformed into an Affe, and carryed bagges or burdens of 
into. a camnpe-of Sonldiers. At the'fametime,inthe . 
dame manner, facha like Affeas hee in dreame imagined 
chimfelfe did bring fuch burdens into the fame campe.. 
rs 7 From 


4 
4 
3 
7 
a 
> 
q 
2 
4 
if 
» 
\ 
‘ 
we 
- ¥ 


mon ftation ef the Dinels:palpable iuggling and illufion, 
whieh alfo}maySerue for confirmation. together withthe 
reafons before annexed ynto iny former anfwer, concerning 
the Diuels fceming, or. deceitfull-prefentation of the reall 
body of Pythagoras in two. diftant places.at once,in the fame 
point of tittess And from all thefe. conioined and conferred, 
may be trilelycinferred and collected , that the Diuell ashee 
doth many-fupernaturall workes really, fo h¢doth many o- 
ther beguiling theimagination. 
 Whefe hisingglingsnotwirhftanding are things alfo fuper-~ 
naturall, and tricks onely poffibleto Spirits and impoffible 
toinan.:Fot it isimpofsible to man to frame fo lively afee- 
ming prefenceofmanin one place, that it fhallnot bee dif- 
‘cerned ‘otherwife then the very fame true prefence and re- 
‘al{ubfanice,which isreally in another place, as:alfo tofaften 
fichdreamés as were before: mentioned;yponmen; and acs 
cording to thofe dreames to caufe the things'dreamed, by 
the witnefle: and teftimony of other: beholders, to bee 
btoughe to paffe in fo lively likeneffe and fimilitude,as can~ 
moti hee difcerned:and; difcouered osherwife then the very 
| «From: bence it:ddth-alfo-follow very neceflarily, that 
what man foeuer 'fhall vndertake thefe fupernaturall iug- 
-lings, which ate-only pofliblein the power of Spirits,and, of © 
the Diuiell alonc, is therby as truly conuinced to.-be'a-Witch 
or'Sorectér, ashee that: yndértaketh of the former reall 
fupetnaturall works, of thelike kinde, becaufe 
they ‘are both’ and all alike proper onely.to thediuell, and 
wherein. man can have no. property jor power but by.and 
‘through Let.vs-now then againe réturne} vate the 
Diuels’ performances and workes; 
Sorcerers) from of anfwere vata the for- 
‘heing at once in two places ‘wee hauc hitherto oncly di- 
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-ans, Sorcerers and: Witches, vnto the viewand fight of fome 


admitced-fpeRators,to railerefemblancesiofthedead,which 


feemeth.a thing vndoubted by the Witchiof Exdor, raifing 
_Samuelthe: Prophet voto Sauithe King before mentioned, 
.» Inthis kinde thofe famous and. renowned Witches, Ade- 
dea and Circe in, oldand ancient times are reported to:ex- 
cell, Hence among the Heathen had Necromancie the reafon 
thenameand Which is diuination by calling 
__» Later times haue.not been behinde former times in there- 
cord. of thelike::but to addereafon toinforce the truthiofre-_ 
port herein ; I will an{wer an obiection which may be made. 
Whether in thefe-apparitions there be only illufion.and ima- 
ginatien ; orfome thing truely and really vifible-vnto thie 
As.touching the reall raifing of the dead, it is impoffible 
vato the limited power of the Duuell, either in the fubftance 
_of body or foule, to seduce or bring the dead back into this - 
world, orlife, or fenfe againe; becaufe frdeath,. by the vn- 
changeable,and ynalterable decree of Godi his holy’Wrir, 
the body returneth into duftfromwhence it cdme, and the 
Soule toGod whogaueit. 
Notwithftanding,fince the outward (hape and figure,and ., 
-proportion of and not the dubftance-it felfe, 
or creature, is the true and naturall obiedt of the éye, ac 
cording to the Philofopber who truely faith, Res non videntur, 
fedrertm {pecies ; that is, the fubftances or things themfeltes. - 
-ase not offered, nor come vnto the fight, but onely:their 
fhape,and. outward figure, as alfo for that:common fenfe 
vand experience doe teach vs,that it isathing abfurd,andim- 
poffible, that all thofe bodies 
number wee dayly feé, and behold really and materially ia 
their corporall fubftances,and dimenfions,fhould be contais 
nedin the fmall body of the eye;: for thefe caufes (I fay) ie 
is poffible according to reafon, that the Diuell in thefelupe - 
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itions of the bodies and fubftances ofdead men, 
prefent true,reall,and naturall objects, certaine and af- 
‘fured ynto theeyeand fight, ifhecanonely prefenttherero 
the oueward lively pourtraitures, and fhapesof the fubftan- 
_ces.or bodies, though the bodies themfeluesbe away. That 
the Diuel can doethis, is no doubt, For if man by Art can y- 
fually:diuidethe outward fhapes, and figures of creatures 
ad and {ubftances, from the fubftances & creatures themfelues | 
_(asis apparent by the looking glaffe) and the cunning Pain. 
ter can in another borrowed fubftance, feparated from their 
Atue,rightand proper fubflance, reprefent perfectly the true 
and liuely fhape of men,and other creatures,euen when they 
~ are not onely abfent, and remoued in farre diftant places, 
~ but when oft-times they haue many yeares beene fwal- 
lowed ofthe graue;why fhould it be thought impoffible yn- 
to the Diuell ( who certainely is more then exquifite Apelles 
éxcellent) to offer and prefent ynto the eye likewife any 
true fhape whatfoeuer? 
he can offerthe true fhape (asis notto be doubted) he 
offer a true and perfe& obie&;-and therefore that 
whichis truely and certainely manifeft to fenfe ,-although 
dpeech and the motion thereof, without another vifible bo- 
die to fuftaine.it (being impoffible vnto fhapes and pour- 
avaitures drawne by men) be things fupernacurall, and true- 
fpiricuall, which doe therefore make ita worke proper vn- 
fad: thus it is apparent, that the fi atitions 
which the Diuelld offer 
‘andreckoned. among fuch fupernaturall workes of Diuels 
and Sercerers,a5 manifeftly are brought to outward fenfe. 
- vsreturne to view fome other kindes of the fame 
workesofthefame Authors, 


. Itisreported by fome Writers of worthy credit, that the 
Boilies of Sorcerersand: Witches hauebeene really carried, 
and: lodally retnoued from one place into another by the 

And 
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oflater times (as Bartholomeus de 


| Spina doth witnefic> 
the inguifitions haue condemnd perpetual prifon,and 
there detained Witches, who by their owne confefion; and! 

-othets proofe, haue by the Dinell been tranfported:into {oi 
farre diftant places, in few houres, that afterwardithathbim 
a trauell of many dayes,by their owne naturall powerto re- 


turne againe from whence they were manifefily by the diuell: 


dikewife written and-vilgarly receiued, that! 
Wiaches ace times {eene bodily to haunt places, fields, 
heufes, graues, and fepulchers, in an vniuerfall. and miracu-: 
lous manner-and wondred fafhion. Thefe things, andinfi-: 
nite more, whether tru¢ orno,cannot be knowne, but rohini: 
that doth bunfelfe behold, and can from his owne fight’a-! 
vouch them really true, and not imaginarie. To performe 
fome manner of afportation,and local] tranflation of the bo- 
dies of Witches and Sorcerers, it feemeth in reafon a thing’ 
whereuntothe Divellisnotwnable. 
 Firft, for that it appeareth within the power of 
the hiftory ofthe Prophet Habacac,whom the Angel carried ' 
bythe hayre of the head, out of Judea into Babylon, -The na= 
turall faculties‘and properties of a Spirit, giuenintheircrea-- 
tion, and by their effentiall formes-vnited vnto them, the 
Diuell doth participate with all other Spirits whatfoeuer, 
| in hisfall from heauen, he loft their true happineffe. 
and perfe& ‘fruition in the fate and fauour of G o p his 
Secondly, for that there arevndoubted examples in holy: 
Scriptureof the diuels power ia the locall tranfletion , not: 
onely of bodies inanimate : as fire, windes, vempefts, 
houfes (as is apparent on the hiftory ef Job) and of-animate 
bodies alfo, or bodies of bruce creatyres(as is euidéntin the 
herds. of fwine which he catried beadiong into the Sea) but“ 
likewife'of the bodies. of men , as is cleere in the Gofpel,.- 
where it isfaid, that the Diuell did caft the bodies of the pof- 
feffedinto the middeft-of the people, If the Diuel could-caft, 
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Charmers. 


turall powerof the Diuellinthis kinde, as in.other 


thofebefore mentioned. 


orearrietheir bodies the dittance there expreffed ( whatfo- 
euer or how little fo euer it was doth manifeftly -proue 
- his power, in thelocall motion of mens the 


full excent.of his power therein bee not neceflarily thence 


_, Concerning the taking the body of our Sauiour, and fet- 


ting it vpon a pinacleof the Temple, I will net-vrge,but doe 
conclude ypon my former reafons fufficiently and neceffari- 


thatthe Diuell; where God himfelfe doth not ceunter- 


mauid, or prohibite him, hath power to difpofe ahd tranf 


_ port our naturall bodies, I will not-cite a multitude of Au- 


thors herein, and from them borrow needlefle examples, 


As fomemay bee true; fo Idoe not beleeve all, and very 


few: wifh trufted, where the proofe doth not manifeftly. 


-excecde alléxception. 


I conclude, that it is poffible;that fometimes the fuperna-' 

Bebore 
mentioned,may appeare vnto outward fenfe manifeft and 
the Witch or Sorcerer be found a voluntarie with him, And 


_asis faid of this kinde, fo may be faid of many more befides _ 


Concerning the manifeft fupernaturall workes done..by 
Charmers, who isignorant ? To émitthe hiftories Afedea 
& Circe thofe old famous Hags , who were feeneby charmes 


immediately to-caufe graine to wither vpon the ground; the 


current of waters to ftand ftill; the ftreame to runne backe. 
again{t the courfe, tempefts;raine, thunder, windes:to rife. 


_and Fall at their word and command, for an affured teftimo- 


nie-of the true and reall harmes, which Charmers manifeftly 
ynto outward view and fenfe did ynto the ancient world ? 
isasyerextant fonsany hundreths of yeares, the Law of the 


, twelue Romane Tables, wherein was a Decree and Statute 


madeto preuent and reftraine the manifeft wrongs and in< 


juries of Charmers _Alienas Segetes neincantato faith the Law, 


Alienas Segetes in-cantando ne pellexeris, that is, Let no man 


charmehis neighbours graine. Let no man by charmes and 


incan— 
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incantations canry. awa graine, There 
are many other! true wonder 
full works and fupermaturall fe ates, all alike, offered xn, 
outward fence; ‘Their eaumeration.or.citation is 
therneedfull. Itis fufficient whatfoeuer or. howsmany foe- 
uer they be, thatthey are 
manifeft to fenfe,,, thar shey.are,of the Diuell, and.thag she 
Witch or Sorcerer doth manifeft;his. guilt therein, by volun- 
tary prefentin g himfelfe- therein ;., by manifeft vndestaki 
_ any part of office in the performance or by promifing,, aa 
according to caufingto.cometopafie, .Thereafon 
isinfalljble,.. He that doth. vndertake voluntarily,.dorh pfs 
fenvhiméelfe and doth promife, and, accordipg.to.promifa, 
caufe to be performed that, whichis in. anochers power}: 
impofsible vnto himfelfe thereby neceflarily and,yn- 
antwerably..prooue himfelfeto shaue an intereft ja power; a 
withithat other,,,. which have, with 
the Diuell, is aciety,with Dinels, whichis Witch-craftand 
Sorcerie, And thus hath been.declared, how, the fupernati- 
rall workes.of the Diuell and Sorcerers may bee. to 
outward fenfe,and.the true teftimonythereof, 
An obieétion here may be,made;thatmrany of the Fares 
thefenfe,, which indeed and 
truth are deceits of the i imagination and, illufion ; ;and there- 
fore. there nofuch certainty vito the outward-fenfe. 
Tris truly," anfwered, Hethac.wanteth{ ned and 
mcnt,as todiftinguith when-he certain true 
offered vnto his ff ight from ‘without, and when he.is. incoun- thofe things 
-tred’ only with a relemblance thereof! from, within his fancie which are rea 
andi imaginatjon, is.difeated in body or mind, orboth, and &true 
affaires.. For.he phasis int imbealth ot box ¥.. yand 
¢-outward otganes: infiruments oft and, founds. in 
his teafon,iudament, & yaderRanding though fomrime, the 
fogge,and mift, of deceiued fente., or fancy, ouerfhadow t the 
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ye it cannot fo’ perpetually cclipfe it, butie will recouer 


which they do'teally fee,and that they falfely imagine in 


is hight atid true {plendor avaine, and truth wil fhine more 
éxcellently in the end out of that darkenefle. This is very 
lively feene in the example of S, Peter, 12. verfe 10.12. 


who at firft did thinke he had onely feene the Angell which 
- Godfent yntohim to deliuer him 

 @f vilion::but when afterward he was come to himfelfe, and 
his'true fenfe and reafon , hee then perfectly difcerned and 
‘knew that he was really deliuered out of prifon byan Angel - 


nadreame 


of God, | 
men could not certainely difcerne betweene 
i- 

fons, d¥eanies and fancie,then were the life of man nioft mi- | 
Aerable, there could be no certainty of truth, no excelling in| 
knowledge orvnderftanding. Allmen fhould bea likeyn-. 
‘able to diftinguifh , whether we liue in dreames only, or in - 
wakefull deed Butithe certain knowledgé which God hath 
siuen-vntomankind‘in fo infinite kindes and meafures, doth | 


‘proué the eminence ofreafon and ynderftanding aboue the 


‘intanglements and deprefsion of fenfe and fancie. 


There remaineth as yet another doubt, whichis, how | 
thofe things which before were mentioned to be fpirituall — 
&fupernaturall'can be fubie&t in reafon vnto outward fenfe 
or be knowne thereby, howfoeuer by the former examples, . 
it doth{ofeeme. Itis true that a‘Spirit and’a Spirituall work 


‘fimply “in it felfe in the owne nature and fubftance, cannot 


by any Bodily tyes, or be deprehended by any out. 


Spiritus 


mcorporié&a 
Bfacrificibus no. 
‘mature thereof,and'mighty difference, muft produce and be- 


operibus con. 


ernel lib. 1-de 
Ab.Rer. cauf, - 
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> 
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-‘Notwithftanding, as ‘they doe mixe themfelues with bo- - 


dily*fubitances, which are fubieét to fenfe; by accident Spi- 


rits,and fpitituall operations;are tryed and difco= 
ueted cuen vata fenfés “For how is it-pofsible thata Spirit 
fhould mixe it'felfe in corporall things, but the difcrepant 


get fome.great'apparent alteration , which alteration being - 
flevond the wonted nature of the one} doth prouc. 
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fuperiour nature in the other ? For illuftration hereof, 

borrow an inftance from one of the forenamed manifeft Sor- 

ceries, Water is turned into bloud by a:Spirituall power: 

The eye doth manifeftly feethe'water,and:as apparently.af= 

terfee the bloud, and isa true and yndeceiued witnefle of 

both, Reafon and common fenfe doe know the tranfmutati- — 
on to proceed from an inuifible power, which appearing ia 
vifible bodies, is by them :apartfeene,:and: doth deregtiam 
inuifible Author becaufe an immediate effect: manifefted 
tofenfe, doth neceffarily in nature proue the immediate 
caufe, though hidden and ynknowne to fenfe, That inuifi- 

ble and fpirituall things may, by thofe things which are 
fible and bodily, be conceiued and difcerned, the holy Sctip- 
ture doth witneffe in thefe words of PauljRom,1, verfe 20: 
The inuifible things of God (fayth he) are feene by the vi- 

 fible things , or by his workes in the creation of the world, 

It may be here demaunded, fince it is the propertieof the 
Diuel, imhis feeming miraculous contriuements and aétions 
(though a limited and finite obie& creature of God ) yet to 
indeuour to counterfeit & imitate the mofthigh andmigh- | 
tieft workes of wonder ofthe infinite Creator ; thereby'to 
magnifie, deifie, and equal! himfelfe vnto Godin vubelee- 
uing and feduced hearts : Since, I fay, this is his property, 
how {hall the fraile vnderftanding and capacity of man di- 
ftinguifh the maruailes of the diuell, fo lively refembled 
-theret6, from the true miracles:, and truly miraculous works 
God, thatthereby with more facilityjand léfle confufioin 
‘induftrious mindes may difcouer the proper works:and acts 
ofthe Diuel, and his aflociates, Enchaunters;'Witehes,and 
Sorcerers? Firft, the true miracles of Ged being tranfcen- 
dent aboue'all cteated power,and the immediate effects on- 
_ ‘ly of a creating vertue, Almighty Godforhis {olegood will 
and pleafure doth’ vfually anid euer difpénfe’ by the hands 
‘and through the'adminiftration of holy men,’ Prophets and 
‘aApoitles manifeltly-called'of Secondly, theendand 


| 
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and therefore theis were ndtof 


feope pf Gods myracles, dire tly and-mainely:aymeand.are 


bent attheglory-of God,and thebenefit of his:peoples not 


vnto aby primate end;any particular vaine end tending tofa- 


Apoftles vied the gift of myracles 
notvane any otherends then. vnto the 


| mation ofthac 
holy Galp e}; whic hthey preached and. publifhed from God, 


_neither'did they therein afcribe ought ynto their ownpraife 


ynto the praife and glory of God,andithe 
That thisiwas their true end,and ought to be the fcope and 


the. power of myracles fromG.o p, 
Pani dothowitnefleand teach, 1.Cor.chap.1 
Now there are (faith hee)odiuerfties of gifts,. butthe fame 


pirit : andthere are diverfities of adminiftrations , but 
fame Lord i and there are diuerfities of operations, but God 
is the fame which worketh all in all, But the: manifeftation of 
thie Spirit is.giuen to cueryman so profitwithall; 
Atisfrom hence manifeft,that ifany myracles proceed from 
God as Author , they are difpenfed: by men, fandified by 
God,and who canand.are able to,proue & iuftifie. their war- 


rantfrom God: as dofolely pro» 


fefleand berd them yntd:the:glory of God, and the-weale of 
his Churchi: [This thesis ‘the {quare:and ‘infallible rule-by 
which all myracles doe ftand.otfalljand are approued either 
to be:ofiGod,or conuihcedtabe of 


point; with that excellent & dix 


wine faying Of guchap, of Luke. Pradi- 


miracula pradicatione fanciuntir. Multi enim 
fape per Demones, fed eorum dottrina non erat 


jquamobrem eorum miraculanon extiterunt a, Deo. Thatis, 
the word of Gad doth eftablifh & confirmethe truth ofmy- 
tacles, and confirme the authoritie}and 
truchiof theword.;Formenyhaue done myracles by the po- 
werofthe divel, but-their doctrine was.corrupt & not found; 
» Wherefoeuer 

therefore... 
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AS 
therefore myracles or fupernaturall works fhall dareto thew — 
theit heads; not contained within thofe limits or compaffe) 

-thatis neither proved immediately from God himlelfe,; nor 
mediately him revealed ithis writ word of cruth;they 
arciuftly to befufpected to iflue from the enemiesofGod, 
the Diuell, and euill Spirits, and therefore their Authors 
ought to be accomprant therin vito Juftice, religious | 
_miniftersand feruants of Godand in the moft 
_ and feuere extent of Lawe. ‘And thus much concerning the 
manifeftation of the fupernaturall workes of Witches and 


Sorcerers,ynto or through the outward Senfe, - ot 


 Theworkes of the Dinell or witches manifeft to Reafon, or confe= 


Li doubts being cleared, it hath yndoubtedly appea- 

red how fupernaturalland {pirituall workes are ap- 

As. parent'to fenfe, It now, followeth to declare, how 

likewifé they are euidcht to Reafon, or neceflary to confe- 

- Thofe thing's are faid to bé proper obieéts of Reafon and 
viiderftanding :which pbein g remote fr6 the immediate view 
or notice ‘of the outward fenfes, are grounded vpon vniuer- 
fall ‘and intellectuall knowne pofitions, propofitions , and 
certaine & vidoubted general notions, by neceflaty colleti- 

_ ons,or raciocihations. That we may build'the foundation of 
this our Reafon of Raciocination ypon the infallible truth of | 
Gods holy Word which fhall neuer-befhaken :let vsforthe 
“detection of Witches and Sorcerers, by reafon, and confe- = = 
quence of reafon, fyllogife direCHy and immediately from ~ 


‘Thus faith Almightie God, J/aiah chap. 8.verfer9. And 

when they fhall fay vnto you, Enquireof thofethar hauea = 
Spirit of Ditiination, and atthe’ South-fayers; which mur- - 
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 gmure'and whifper , fhould not a people enquire: of their 
| God? Vnder this interrogatiue(fhould not a people inquire _ 
of their God ?) is vnderftood this affirmative; A people 
_ Should enquire of no other Spirit, but of their God alone. 
From thisholy text and writ, reafon doth aflume and col- 
le& neeeflarily, and truely. 
Firft,that many things are hidden from the knowledge of © 
man, which aré reuealed ynto the {cience and knowledge of 
‘Spirits, Orherwife neither would man aske orenquire of 
Spirits (as hath been vfuall in all ages) neither fhould God 
haue occafion here to «forbid the enquiring at Spirits. That 
the ignorance alfo of man in things knownce to Spirits,isthe — 
true, Firftandoriginall motiue or reafon for enquiring at 
Spirits, 1s very plaine by the words of King Saul, 1.Sam, 
chap. 28. verfe 15.God is departed from me (faith he ) vnto 
the vifion of Samuel, raifed by the Diuell,and anfwereth me 
no more, neither by Prophets, neither by dreames : therfore 
thee, thatthou maift tell mee what I fhould 
_ Hereis a manifeft graunt of knowledge in Spirits aboue 
men, doth hence collect, that all Spirits 
that doe fuffer themfelues to be enquired at, areeuill Spirits, 
and therefore Diuels; becaufe AlmightieGod hath here ex-_ 
eka forbidden the enquiring at any other Spirit befide 
: -himfelfe : and therefore good and holy Spirits will not, nor 
Angeli boni *can not difobey the commandement-of God, nor counte- 
nonpofunt ance or afii{t men in fo doing. Thirdly,reafon doth necefla- 
ily hence conclude, that fuch men as are enquired at for re- 
This uclations of hingshidden fromthe skill-and poffibilitie of 
Bondemnethat knowledge in man, are Sorcerers , Witches, and South- 
Se The.confequence and inference.of this reafon is iuft ;for 
-that to’promife thofe things, or to vndertake thofethings 
an al ‘which are out of their owne knowledge, and folely and pro- 
perly in the knowledge of Spirits and Diuels, doth mani- 
fcftly proueinthe performance, their intereft, focietic, and 
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— éontract with Spirits and Diuels', which is Sorcery and 
_ Ie may bee here obie&ted, that there are fome men who - 
affect to be reforted vnto, and to bee enquired at in things — 
fuppofed hidden from the knowledge of man, and to bexe-. 
puted vnto fuch Reuelations, though haplythey 
vnder the colour or pretence, of fuch abie 
* | | | 
~ tis iuftly hereto anfwered, that this their prefumption 
ought to be feuerely enquired into, whether it doe tafte of 
ought that is diabolicall, ofthe Diuell, or fupernaturall:and _ 
if nothing fo doe, yetin this grand caufe of God himfelfe, . 
 thereligious iealoufie of the prudent Magiftrate, ought to 
_ punifh their prefurnption, which dare affect to vndertake the. 
nameornote ofa finne, fo odious and abominable vnto Al- 
mightie God, Let vs for better impreffion, againe repeate 
and iterate thofe things whichwere collected out of the pro- 
Firft,that there is knowledge in Spirits of things hidden, 
and feparated from the knowledge of man, ee a 
Secondly, that fuch Spirits as are enquired at, and doe re-.. 
ueale fuch knowledge vnto man, are Diuels, 
Thirdly, that men which doe practife to be at 
for {uch fuppofed Reuelations , ought not onely to be iuftly » 
fulpected, and inquired into, but that if they be found there- - 
withall,co know and reueale thofe things, which are indeed 
 andreally aboue and beyond the knowledge oftman, 
are properly and onely in the power of Spirits; that then this — 
doth infallibly proue their intereft, power, and focietie with 
Diuels, which is certaine and affured Sorcery and Witch- - 


And thus hath reafon drawneademonftration out ofthe 
_ booke of God, ofa cgrtaine Witch, and manifeft Sorcerer, - 
Let vs now exercife our felues in the confideration, exami- - 
fation, andtryall of fome particulars herein. 
hath not heard of the name and mention of thatfa- 
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tractate of the ancient ofgreat 
ee | Britane as alfo of the life of Aurelius, eAmbrofius, and of the 
raigne. of King. John, and of Henry the fourth, doth out. of 
Adalmesbury , and others, recite.diuers accidents 8 euents, 
‘in feuerall fugceeding ages,vnto his oraculous and miracus 
lous illuminations, afcribed to haue.beene forefeene, fore~ é 
_told,and knowne, 
~ 4 gall there be truth in thofe Oracles, and ancient fore-feeing 
lations, they doeneceflarily inferre the affiftance.of a 
fuperiour ynto all the power of man.. Therefore 
Whofoeuer doth findethem true, muft conclude their. Au-~ 
thor a Witch or Sorcerer, Neither hath the.generall recep- 
tion, or opinion of Aythors, been here-from different, who 
haue publifhed himg fonne. of an Incubus, or the fonne of 
a Witch, begottenby the Diuell, Asitis faid of this ancient © 
time-noted,and age-viewed Sorcerer.s.fo be teftified. of 
‘manyother, 
What fhall wee indge of that infamous woman, among 
the French, called Joane of Arc,by others Teane Pucell 
Jobn de Serres, the French hiftorian,doth report,that fhee had 
_ many. miraculous. Reuelations , ‘whereof the King (then 
Ry Charles the feuenth)and all his armie and men of warte,were 
_ open wondering witneffes, and in thofe reuelations for the 
was found no lefle wondrous truchsthen true 
vpon miraculous revelations, the French profperoufly 
in France, at feuerall 
times, 


‘and great efteeme among Princes for his prophefies? Vnto 
his fore-fight and frommany fore-going ages, 
fucceffes and events of diuers Princes affaires, in their 
uerall raignes, haue been vfually by diuers times and hifto- 

riesteferred. | 

For this caufe Mafter Camden, in the defcription of 


é 


|  {on-ynrecouerable, and moft defperate ftanding, euen neere 
_vntothe pipof veter downefall, with more then vinfpeake-. 
able and terrour,ynto the fodainely confounded 
at length thee was taken by 
- the Englifh,.executed and burnt for her Witch-craft. What 
fhall wee fay or iudge of other the like Authors, and broa- 
chers of fupernaturall reuelations and prediétionsin other 
times? The fore-mentioned Hiftorian reporteth, that a Wi- 
{ard foretold Duke Biyon of his death, and that he fhould 
dye by the backe blow of a Burguignon, who afterward pro- 
his Executioner, being that Countrey man, 
Melantton out of Carion doth recite the mention ofawo- 
man, of the order of the Draides among the Tangri; who 
foretold Dioclefian that hee fhould be Emperour of Rome, 
when he had firft killed aBoare, which proouedafterward © 
one Aper, then an Viurper , which i in the ‘Latine tongue 


Boare, 
Swetonins viriteth of a Diuinour , who loug | 


‘ble to make knowne the the mannerof the 
and: murder of JulinsCafar, 

Philippe de Commines,in his 8. Book, ,Chapy 19: 
mention of one Frier Hierome,and of his many admirable re- 
uelations & predictions, concerning the affairesof the king 

Of ‘France, which as from the Friers owne mouth jhe himfel 
-didoft heare, fo with his owne eyes he did witnefleand 
cheir iffue true, ‘It was difputed whesherin thefe tranf— 
- gendent revelations che Frier were a man of God orne, and 
‘itis doubtfully there concluded, 
thefe like revelations and prophecies 
ny bue acknowledge! the manifeft impreffion and 
of more then humane Seience or If 
efire of affedt mote fpeciallyto viewe whatourowne 
Hittories at home ‘afford : j= | 
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Richard the Viarper foretold , that vpon_ the: fame ftone- 
where hee dafhed his fpurre , riding: coward Bafworth fielde, . 
hefhould dafh his poqued.accor-- 
dinigly true, when being flaine in battell she was-camyed na- 
_. ked out of the field, ‘and his head hanging low by thetharfe: 
_ fide behinde his bearer did {mite vpon the fame 
paflage where, before in paflage. he had.ftrooken his héeld: 
beideemed lefle of the Author of that prophe= 
bSpeede. ciein Edward the fourth; that is,that *G. fhould murder king: 
Edwards \ieires which G..vnderftood.of the Duke of Gloce-. 
How canrhetikewifeefeape the iv 


& fupition.of the fame: 
foule.ctime, from whom originally. or firft was derived that 
prophecie.or prediction in ‘Henry the fift, concerning his. 
fonne., as. yet then vnborne, videlicet, that what\Hezry. of 
Monmouth fhould winne which was:-Henry the fift) ‘Henry: 
of: Windfor fhould tlofe which was Henry the firxt.and his. 
fonne)asicaftercametrulyto pafle? 
But-here may bee obiected ;. that. fince it is fayd by God 
ought-to aske ofany other Spirit, but’ 
_of Godalone, things hidden and vnreuealed to men, 
before alléaged;-atidfince for that caufeitisnotto 
be doubred,that many things may be renealed by God ynto 
_men,for,this caufe and-reafon(I fay.)it may be deemed & ob- 
that fome.of the former-reuclations iand prophecies. 
may befrcefrom the impuration.of Witch-araft, & Sotcery. 
anfwered to this obie Fist, thar 
the reuelations-and prophecies which are of God, are 
 publifhed by holy Prophets aud men.of God , immediately, 
called by: God: holy-fungtions and. 
, places. Secondly; thofe holy.vefi¢ls, holy Saints andfer- 
wants. axe: the publifhers of Gods reuclati- 
ons or prophécies,doe euer auouch.and opeily profeffle God 
himfalts ‘to -bee ‘Authour thereof ;, from whom they onely 
openly 


warrant: 
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‘wartant and commiffion , as appeareth by all the prefizions 


Temay be yer further obie@ed;that fome learnedaihd erti- 
religious feruants of God though ‘no. publike Minifters 
of Propheticall funétions or callings ) have! had fometimes - 
their of fome particular things,in whichic 
were not only re iniurious, but plainly & extremély 
“ridiculous to accompt them Witches. true, and.cannot 
denycd that Almighty God fonietimes; byidreams,fomeé- 
“times by fecret prodigies doth admonith fomte his priuate 
feruants, good and holy men, of fome things'to come, for 
their own priuate & retired reformiation, information orbet- - 
but that any prophecies or renelations be 
of God, that are ob{curely: whifpred orcaft abroad by anytn 
warranted or'profane Authors ,'without any manifeftwar- 
yatit,cémifsion,or authority from God, in the vpright indge- | 
“gent of aff men that truly.worfhip & fearethid triie-God, the 
Ged ofhoftes, ismichirteligioh and profane credulity 
ahotith or affirme. Nay jit isalcogether contrary’and con- 
tradi therfore impofsibleto God his miraculous re- 
4ielations! ¢ifions & ptophiecies, ordinarily, or commonly to 
or Wait vpon the or vies of 


-oftheirprophecies : ayth-t ¢ Lord,’ The word of the 
‘Lord, The burden of the Lord, The reuelation of lefus | 
‘Chrift,and the like. ‘Thirdly, the reuelationsand prophecies a 
which are thus deriued and fent from God, carry in them- 

felues fome manifeft ftampe of their authority and power — 

God, in fome fruites or effects correfpondent andan= 
{fwerable tothe nature, wil.and pleafure of God, and are di- 
and originally bent and intended vntothegloryof 
_-God,andthe publike wele & good of his Church @tpeople. 

» By thefe notes and infallible markes of Gods holy pro- 

-phecies and revelations, may be evidently difcerned aicleere 
difference and diftingtion thereof from diuelifh predictions, a 

| ‘and Sorcerous prognoftications; which therefore tannot 
‘fhrowde or hide themfelues wnder colour or pretentetherof, 

‘being duely and rightly expended, 


fince all true niiracles and miraculous revelations are ever in 
their proper nature and truc end, folely attendant vpon God 
his immediate commaund and word, vnto his extraordinary 
workes, Tomake it therefore ordinary, or a thing common 
‘or of cuftomary practice , to foretell or gue prediction of 
things to come, muftneceflarily proceede fromthe Diuell, 
fince the gift of true prophefie, aud the Spirit of true reuela< _ 
tion is nor fubieéted-co the common or v{uallintentions of 
“men; neither can profit or commodity or fale be made there-_ 
of bymen.attheir pleafire, asis not vnwonted with all the 
-difciples of Samex “Magus Sorcerers and Witches, in theis 
markets. and fayres made of their prophecies and reuelati- 
Jf then thefe whifpered revelations cannot be of God, 
then are they aeceffarily of the Diuell.. If they proceed from 
_ the Diuell , then by an ineuitable conclufion, thofe men are 
-his inftriments or organs, by whom or through whomthey 
eriginally flowe , or are deriued vnto men and publifhed, 
be'yet further obtected , that inmen poffeffed by the 
‘Diuell, as were thofe men in the Gofpell:, whofe bodies the 
\Diwell did really rend and teare (in whom he did roare and 
_¢riccout) whom he caft into the middeft of the people.It may 
- be (I fay) obieéted, that in chofe poffeffed and the like,there 
may bee reuealed:many things hidden from men,, without 
the imputation or iuft opinion of Witch-craft or Sorcericin _ 
: them. | 
‘Phat thismay bee, is manifeft inthe Gofpell, where the. 
Diwel in the pofleffed vttered words ofknowledge thenhid-. 
den from men, but by extraordinary revelation, when he ac-. 


Sauiourtobe Iesvs.the Sonne of the li. 


wing Go 
bee knowne ynto tlie pofleffed , ufe it was them but in 
part reuealed ynto the Difciples themfelues were as yet: 
ut learners themfelues and Scholers.of that diuinitie; nei-. 
_ therhad the naturall man, or the world as yet fo much as ta- 
ftedorfauouredany noticeshereof. 


. This couldnot in any poffibility of mansreafon. 
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[kis truely hereto anfwered, that foly and fimply reuela-. 


like may be obie&ted concerning thofethatareobfel- 


ring no extraordinarie fignes or tokens of the Diuels corpo- 
rall prefidence, or* refidence in them (as was'in the poflefled 


fome palpably obferued to bee befieged , captiued and in- 


chanted, by an extraordinary and mere then naturall, or ra- 


ther an infernall ynuafion of the Diuels illufions, for the mag- 
nifying and. aduancing whereof, the Diuell doth oft-times 


mix and temper them with fome rare and wonderfull reucla- 


tions, by or through the obfeffed deliuered. 
_ From theft obiections both concerning the pofleffed,and 
alfo the obfeffed, doth iffuea neceflary fequel, that prophe- 
cies and reuelations are not alwaies infeparable teftimonies 


Matter Perkin 
manifeft) yet are their mindes, ynderftanding, wils,and rea- 


in his difcourk 
of Witchcraft 
Cha. 3-pagt22 
doth diuide | 


like wile Wits! 


ches vnto fuck 
within whom} 


the Dinelis | 


butfrom | 


without doth} 


infpirethem 


within wh : 


hee IS 5 as 
was the Py. 


tions are not fufficient euidences, or conuidtions of a Witch, thoniffe at 


or Sorcerer, but with difference and diftin&tion, | : 
. Supernaturall renelations ynrequiredly transfufed and 
_ transferred by che Diuel, doe not proue the perfons in whom 
they are found, to bee their owne free or defirous Agents in 
confent therein, butrather properly and truely the-Diuels 
Patients, and therefore#t cannot bee their guilt, but his in- 


Phillippi 


16,16, 


trufion, vfurpation, and infidiation ; but fupernaturall reue- 


-Tations, in which any man fhall knowingly,and deliberately. 


confult with, or inquire ata knowne Spirit, and inioyning 


Jufions or difeafes, fhall with confent or.allowancethereof 


entertaine, commerce conference or affiftance of Spirits ynto: 


3 sthat:purpofe fuch reuelations(T fay )wherefoeuer truelyand 
ducly. detected, doe demonfiratiuely and infallibly point 


a@WitchorSorcerer. 


| ite in their reuclations and prophecies, becaufe tran{mit-- 
tedorfent vnrequired, and vnknowingly yvntothem, yét 


«cannot the Witch or Sorcerer bee any-thing-at.alladuanta- 
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ged: 
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fed. I call them obiefied, in whofe bodies outwardly appea-- 
theft 10 118 Will; ‘Note OT Or sted D' 


ped, or cleared in his reuelations,which are euer detected to 


2 


beboth by him affected (as is proued by his mercimarie fale 
therof) and alfo fore-thought and premeditate, as is euident 
by his promifed and. couenanted vndertaking thereof,accor- 
ding to conditions or agreement. 

All objections doubts and impediments remo- 
ued, let ys build a neuer-deceiuing,and inuiolate conclufion - 
concerning Witches , vpon this neuer-failing nor fhaken | 


foundation : thatis, all fupernaturall reuelations or prophe- 


cies whatfoeuer, that iffue not either immediately, and mani- 


feftly from God himfelfe (the proofe and touchf{tone where» 


’ ofhath been before touched, and briefely declared) or from 


theDiuell in the ignorant pofleffed or obfeffed, or are not 
counterfeit and impofturous(which is likewife elfe-where in 
the due place confidered ) all other reuelations (I fay) what- 
foeuer, not exceptednor included in one ofthefe, are vn- 
doubtedly iffuing from Witches and Sorcerers, and are 


certaine and demonftratiue proofes and evidences of Witches 


craft and Sorcery, in whomthey are originally firft dete- 


ted. And thus how Reafon. doth cull and draw forth a 


‘Witch or Sorcerer, hath euident!y beene cleared and de. 


: 


- divers; kindes: and manners, wherein Soreerersand Witches 


? 
eh. 


+ 


A. tioned, generall made euident, whois in- 
fallibly a Witch or Sorcerer : fo hath hein other pla- 


| a 


663.08 Scripture madnifefted their 


cording tothe different fhapes and formes;in which they do 


enquire at Spirits for their knowiedge andrcuelations, 


hisis'apparent.out of the 18. chap. of Dentcronomie, verfe 
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_-¥o. Letnone be found amongft you that vfeth Witchcraft, 
What Witch-craftis, was before out of the Prophet J/aiah 
Nowin this place doth follow:the enumeration of fome of 
the {pecial or particular fhapes in which they fhrowde them-. 
felues. Let none bee found among you ( faith the Prophet ): 
that vfeth witch-craft:and immediatly after doth adde thofe: 
particular formes in which they enquire regarder of 
times: a marker of the fying of fowles:a Charmer: a Sooth= 
fayer, or that asketh counfell of the dead. As therefore be~ 
fore we proued, thatthe infallible true:note of a Witch in. 
generall,and in common vnto.all Witches,and Sorcerers, of 
kinde fo-euer, isto bee enquired atimthings hidden 
from men. (as is likewife by thofe words of Saw! apparent,.- 
Sam.1. chap. 28. verfe 7. Seeke mee a-woman that hath a fa-. 
miliar Spiric,that I may goe to her and aske of her :) fo here 
in this téxt are reckoned vp fome of their feueralkfhapes, by: 
‘whichin true & foundreafon,and the due confequentthere- 
of, we may confider and collect many other, though not here 
numbred,ermentioned. = 
fince the common.and infeparable figneormarke of 
- Witches is certainely made lnowne to bee , the practice of: 
reuealing vnto men that enquire thofe things which are hid- 
den from men, and onely reuealed by Spirits : it felloweth: 
by neceffarie confequent, that not onely thofe which are 
here {pecially tominated,in that :fhape.of marking of the fly=- 
in fowlesor of charming or of raifing the dead, but aff: 
other whatioeuer, in what other fhape fo euer that is, hath: 
or can be deuifed, that fhaitbee found to practife or vnder- 
take give anfwere and reuelation 
of thitigs manyjend which- 
God hath hidden'from meny anditherforehath forkadden by’ 
Spirits to be made knowne tomen; all fuch (I fay) in what? 
Shape fo euer, as well in thefe ‘kindes here named} afe,actor- 
ding tothe generallnote pf a Witch, tobe indged Witches: 


/ 


\Forasthe holy Scripture hath nominated and pointed out 
-ynto vs fome few kindes, asa light onely ynto all the reft: fo | 
“may common experience by thefe bring others vnto ‘our | 
view, andall ages hauevpon the records of time and hifto- 
ty, left vnto fucceeding pofteritie, many memorable and fa- 
mous Witches, not onely in thefe fhapes and formes fhrow= | 
ded, which are here mention, but in many other. raiad 
_ Befides thofe kindes therefore,which here the holy Scrip- 
ture hath nominated, let vs take a fhort view of fome other, © 
which are in other fhapes found (fince all are in their comon 
_ kinde and naturethe fame. ) Itis no ftrange thing, that in 
slogers, the fhape, and vnder the pretenfe of 4ffrologie, me men 
‘naue hidden forcerous praétice,and performing vnder the co- 
thereof {uch things as were onely in the power of Spi- 
_ rits, haue thereby cleerely manifefted, that they deriued and 
‘borrowed themof Spirits. Saxo Grammaticus, in his hiftorie: 
 derebus Danieis, doth make mention of a fort of Wifards, 
who would vndertake for gaine,to foretell the certaine ftate 
and confticution of weather to come fo affuredly, that they 
‘would vfually fell ynto Marchants profperous and fortunate 
‘windes, when by aduerfe and oppofite gales they were de- 
teyned from their intended voyege. 
_. This kinde of Sorcerer may very rightly be referred vnto — 
that which in the 18. Dest. verf.10. is noted by a regarder 
_ of times, which perhaps may alfonot vnaptly be ynderftood 
aMagicall Astrologer. His performance aboue the nature and 
powerpof his Art, of that: which is onely in the power of a 
Spirit, doth both dete& the Diuel to be chiefe Auchor of the. 
works, and the othertobe alfoguilty tothe worke, 
That the profeffors former ages vnto 


Affrelogissoyned. ill and cuftomes as alfo o-. 
ther kindes of ‘Diabolicall:Diuinations, plainely doth!ap- 


by the-word of God, Daniél a. verfe2. wherewith 
the the Caldosus, (Magicians, Sorcerers'and En- 
| chanters are conioyned. bas 
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Secondly, -it ‘Which bythe 
Romane Empetours were provided again chem ioinsly ro- 
Caldeans, Magicians, and’ Southfayers; 

words of one ancient Laware, Nemo ant 


det itbee enadéted-or ordered 

Southfayer, a Mathematician, an. Caldean, 


Dion in the'a7. dothimike. mention: 
of Aftrologers, who by diuelith skill practifed and vfed to. {ob 
fend the Diuell.to prefent“dreames'ynto men.in their fleep; oF 
‘for which.caufe Tsberizs the Emperor reuenged himfelfe vp- Diueliscalted, 
on, fuch ;Aftrologers, though otherwife himfelfe 2. great 
friend andlouer of Aftrologie. Sir Chriftepher Heydoninhis ©... 
defence of iudiciall Aftrologie , doth out "of Ofianderxecite 
this diftinétion of Aftrologie:: *.Astrologia pura qua nihil haber “ Page 27 
de Magia, thatis, Aftrolegy that is normixed , norinter- 

ameddieth with Magicke. Wherby is neceffarily conc] luded | 
_that Afitology may and defiled 
«with Magicke and Sorcerie, In other places of. the fame 
worke, hemaketha difference betweene Aftrologers * fim- * Page 9 4 
ply,and fuch as with Aftrologre ioined Magicke.And out of 
reciteththele Hiierimias (cam par- 
tem Aftrologia,gua fequitur ma as mature vationes that i is, 
the lorem doth not or condemne that partof 
Afttology, which is guided. by manifeft reafon or caufein 
snature.Hereby then is ynauoidably concluded,that the Pro- 
sphetof God codemnesh that partof Aftrolog excee- 
‘deth caufes &reafon in. nature, @-that neceflarily tuft needs 
be Sorcery.and Magicke, As it is not obfcure,that fomemen 
-ynderthe-colour-of Aftrology haue. practifed Magicke 
3 fois itne leffe euident,that: ‘many others,ynder the 
pretente of aduifing and counfelling in Phyficke of curation 
-or ptognoftication. of, difeafes, haue likewife the 
this hath becne nonew | the 
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been! Spel, and words and Magicke 
‘alt ficke aed Phyfictons, worthy foun- 
Hipp. libro deter Method and Are; > Diofcorides, ¢ 
other Ancientsido generally ‘all ac- 
Diotcor, ib. gerbeforce and powerof curation. Galen 
Bl 2. cap. 102. in his younger time gaue no credit thereto , but in'the more 
| -de hift. Plant. dot Thiftethis (mall Treatife with the particular ci- 
Fe tation of Phyficians alfo ofthe be(tand 
HOR choyft Hote with fortier apes:confent and” 
| expetience'doth confirmealltruth in both. 
meri is aceitiairited with books and reading, (hal 
ety where a'wWorld of che Wonders of cures, by words, 
tbyfookes by figties, by fipures; by charadtets, atrd veretno- 
what of Forme as ath beene 
for what'our 46% doth herein af- 
vito’ that irnpiudence which hete inthis our time doth 
roduice afd fer forth; 4s that hitory'of 4 Germnane Witch, 
~ Sphere Was (as the that warkefayth ) : 
ii Whowfiallyeated norontyall thac 
“yondall'power or ‘courfe'of Art and Nature, and with fuch 
“Pacihity,’ all vit ofthe-Artof Phyficke, Phyficions 
Wasa (For atithe fepleRed ‘and forfakenip while 
“pee ail “Conttries , both neefeand'remote, in fuch 
Und frequenée reforred vntohet, that the Gouer- 
ofthat Cbtntréy vpon cuety man onepenny 


others” dhetiso® ancient: Authiors, thatare 
not Phyfi cians do publifh,concerning the: powerof incanta- 


Hons i in the of isnecdlefic towrite, 
ath... 
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lent herein, Bugse,omis all Phy~ 
of thefe times, of che mok worth 
(whofe aselyet fcaree drie: ) doe witneffe the truth 
hereof from theisowne knowledge, fight and experience. 
Ahouethe de, Aldine rerum caufs.is worthy any 


xs, lattly,feq whas oucofthe 
beokeof God, concexning!the.powerof the Diuellincu- 


reai.any-few lines ofeld Homer, ox ofddiners otheragedi 


one 


ring: dileafes, froma whom. all thefeinferious, Agents, Wit- 
chesiand Soscerers do derive their, power and skill, Ifit bee 


in-his-poveer, where God doth permit,.to induceidifeafes, ir 
mui headesibe.in his power to ceafe- or,calme' difeafes; be- 
caufe both caufing end curing confiftin the,vertuerand force 


by, whas caufe the difraleis induced, doth neceflarily, 


Rand, tharbythe cemauall of that.caufe itis.cured, andya 
cording,to,chas rule can,equally as. well by. the remouall, 
that caule, curesas by the induGtion of the caufe bring ficke, 
nefle.. For, this xeafon it isamaximein Phyficke infallible, 


that hee-is the mof-excellent Phyfician, whoknowethbeft 


the cauftsof: difeafes:and who vpon the knowledge ofitheis 
trnecaufes doth found the right method of their curation, |, 
Fhat.the Diudll doth both: know the caufes. of difeafes, 


andalfo how:by them to procureiand producedifeafes, is.ma- 
nifefcby the-hiftery: of: Zo4,.vpon whom hee bsoughtthas 
gricuausigsnerall borchand byle over albhis body, /ab.chap, 


23 ver he did-this by the force of cauftsin nature, 
muft nsedesbe becaufe.hee isa creature, and 
fubiest atid limited by nature vnto and withinherJifts; and 
_ therefore is not able abfolutely and fimply without caufes 


fature, to: prodice al- 


ous igndrance ofhis power dnd knowledge becaufe 
it fo fatre. excelleth our power. ornature) doth:.call all bis 
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botchesére kriowne natural difeafes; and thereforehad naw’. 
turall-caufes, although haply yvnkhowne to ahymartand be-. 
yond 
Fhefe reafors of the thofe: 
 effectswithout nature. are'thus yet more briefly-and cleerely: 
BrCreatioc infallible, nothing any thing: 
ts che fole and properworke 


Bnihilo, Scalig, of an infinite Creator , and impofliblewnto-any erearive:. 


BdeSubt.Excr. Therefore the Diuell’being a efeature,colitd not bring thofe 
difeafes ypon Job, but by created'meanes preexifting in crea- 
ted nature; ‘in which-he'is- contained and limited, And thus: 
much concerning that kinde of Witch and Sorcerek) which: 
is etiquired°at eohcersing the curing and iffue of difeates,: 
which wewill‘conclude-with this note; that men: 
of the beft'expetience haue'obferued; that in thofe'eires by: 
Witches'and Sorcerers, the Diuell hath neuer perfe@ly-hea- 
ted: butfor a timesorels.where he tiath feemed nioktperfe 
tocute ithath been fora referuation of the body by kim 
1 Cured; vitto “a préater and further mifchicle in timexofice 
Befides, this kind of Witch, by nteanes'vnknown'to 
man, or bya fupernaturall vertue in knowne means aboue 
beyond their nature, vndertaking to-cure the fick,or tofores 
tell che évent and iffaes ofdifeafes thereis afOanorher kind 
which ‘doth ‘viidertake to bee 
reuclation of fuch difeafed perfons, pot. 
feffed by the Diuell. Thiskinde is notobfcure; at this day: 
Bb Wifemenand' fwarmiri¢ in this kingdom, wherof ne man can be ignorant; 
“Wilewomen.. who luftethto obferue the vncontrouled liberty & licenfe of 
opén'’& Ordinary refort ivall places & wife- 
women,fo vulgarly termed for their seputed knowledge 
fuch difeafed perfons as'arefuppofed tobebewit- 
But it may be obiefed, that many of thefe twolaftmen- 
tioned fortsare rather deceiuess,iand lmpoftors onely; 
‘by an opinion of this power;-and. not by reall: power 
Réscin, do deceiue,feduce,and beguile thepeople, This 


4 


aft impious 


g le 


movin fome be denied: notwithttandin 
pofture be ftill tolerated to bee a couert tohide the manifeft 
diuellith ‘praétice of Witches, vnder pretenfe thereof (wher- 

by iefhall continue.in this fhape negledted or vinipied) 
Fwill ‘both a giue fatisfaction how the one may be di- 


ftinguifhed from the other, and alfodeclare how men ceas ss” 
fing to enquire at Diuels-and Witches, orImpoftors, may 
-fearne to enquireof their God alone, and by the light ofna- 

ture and reafon( which he hath giuen vnto them):n his feare; 

with his allowance and approbation, more: truely and: cer- — 

tainely informe themfelues..; 


Of Wifards and Impostors, how they difer 
VY Ow Witch-craft in diners kindes may, according to : 


‘evidenceof reafon, be detected, hath beene before 
Bmade manifeftt:: How impofture maybe 
(fince there is fo good vfe and neceffitie of the diftinGtion oftenrantes, 
thereof, for the more perfect feparating and fetting apart of praltigiacores im 
by it felfe) wee will likewife briefely make ma- 
* The Impoftor is he who pretendeth truth, but intendethi 
falfhood. For this caufe fometimes vnder an holypretenfe, ab eo dicta, 
he maketh God the 2 Author of his vnholypreftigiation, and quod adulten 
flandereth God vnto his face,.Sometimes to be reputed-an 
Angell of light, he maketh himfelfe licenfe counterfet Vipian. | 
the Diuell. He propofeth it his trade to feduce, and liueth by Impoftores diva 
lying. Sometimesin fhew‘and ‘pollicitation hee isa Witch, cuncur verfatt 
butin the’ performance of the ‘greater’ finne hee is leffe iuft, fallaces: 
and in the perfonate refemblance folely a Juggler, Foras the mercesaacice, i 
. Ice yaiuee mercesadulte, 
Witch pertormeth that which in true; and infallible reafon is rinas pro verig 
tranfcendent.and aboue nature; fo the Impoftor performeth fupponunr, 
that which in falfeand fallible reafon and opinion, onely fee- 
133 Hao 
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 gnderuely vtito reafon worthy of wonder; fo the Impoftor 
_ things voide of accomptable reafon, in fhadow, fhew, 
and feeming onely fupernaturall,, wondred and admired. 
And-hence it commeth to paffe, that with vndifcerniag 
éReginald mindes, they are fometimes miftaken and confounded *one 
hence itis alfo neceflarily concluded,that as Witch- 
inre. ctaftis difcoucred by a fupernaturall worke aboue reafon, 
Mardofthe whereto the Witches confent is acceflary; foan Impoftor 
peminglike- detected by a worke voide of accemptable reafon, in a 
-deceiuing falfe Vifar or fhew, wherewith the purpofe and 
Witchcraf, intention of the Deceiuer or Impoftor doth concurre. As’ 
Hicroneoufly he therefore the fufpected Witchis tyed to anfwere ynto any 
prenfoundeth doubt, which may bee directly vrged againft his, or hes 
manifeft voluntary action, that is proued fupernaturall: fo 
 isatruely doubted Impoftor bound to giue fatisfaction, for 


* fuch his ambiguous actions, asdoe in likely reafon appease 


* fraudulent, vaine, preftigious, iuggling, couzening, orde- 
¢ciuing. And thus fhall each appeare in his owne true fhape 
-apart. Of diuerskindes. of Witch-craft, I haue here produ. 
hoo) [may here likewife very pertinently, for further illuftrati- 
| {ome of Impofture in generall, that the 
on {neff ff this, inne may more foule, and 
-the.ougly face thereof may bemore fully difcouered. 
Among multitudeof examples, Iwill recite onely fome 
i “few, whereof fome confift in lewd: and, guilefull contriue- 
i... ment of action, other in the bewitching power of falfe pro- 
-phecies, reuclations, predictions, and prognoftications. 
Concerning the firft, who,can be. ignorant of the impious 


terfeitmiracles,and pretended angelicall iiiuminated Works, 
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_ftones cranflation thereof (ifhe were‘a true ‘Impoftor indeed, - 


and wete not iniarioufly traduced; and blurred with vndes - 


ferued reproch) an incomparable example; aboue and be- 


yond many other, Iwill referre my Reader to the Author 


| himfelfe. 


wee defire more neere or dometticall examples herein, 
behold, in theraigne of Henry the feucnth, *a bey of meane 
parentage, through impofturous machinations oppofed, fet 
vp and ctowned King in Jreland,againft that famous and re- 
nowned Prince Henry the feuenth,putting him in creat dan- 

er of his life and crowne of England. 

Inthe date raigne of Queene Mary, there arofe an Impe- 
ftor filing himfelfe Edward the fixth. The danger of the pro- 
grefie of that Impoftor (ifit had preuailed) who knoweth 


The: manifeft wrongs, iniuries,andimpeachmentsalfo 
- from counterfeit prophecies, reuclations, and predigtions, 


iffuine not onely ynto priuate men and families, but vnto 
kingdomes, Empires, and-common-weales, areinfinite, 
Iulian, an Emperor of Rome, though otherwife a mighty 


learned Princeand valiant fouldier, by a prophecie ofan 


Impoftreffe or feeming Pythoniffe, promifing his conqueft, 


triumph ouer the kingdome of Perfia, was thither hafte- 


Itis reported by Johude Serres the French Chronicler,that 


the power and force of fome pretended revelations, and vi- — 


nied ynto his:deferued death, and the vengeance of God 


 fions of a yong Shepheard, in the raigne of Charles the 


uenth King of France, was fo preualent, that ‘it perfwaded 
Porbon that great & famous French Captaine, with the Mar- - 
tiall of France, toarme and incounter the then victorious 
Englifh in the bowels of that kingdome; by which vnadui- — 
fed attempt, the French were fupprifed and taken by the - 

ke is recorded by the fame Author, that one AZertha Bro- 
fier, counterfeiting the fits and paflions of fuch 
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in ‘hort time became fo that the 


miniftred much matter of wonder and amazement,not onely 


vnto ptiuate men, but yntothe Kings Counfell, coPreach- 
ers in pulpits, .yea vato the whole Parliament, vntill the 
_counterfer Diuell induring fome punifhment and reftraint, 
forfooke his pretended poffeffion. 
_ If we require exainple$ in our own country, behold,in the 
raigne lof Edward the fourth, his brother George * Duke of 
Clarence,was haftened ynto his yntimely death, euen by the 
_ allowance of his brother King, vpon the feare of avaine and 
flying prophecie, that G. of King Edwards heyres fhould bee 
themurtherer, _ | 
-_. Inthe time of Henry the cight, the holy Maide of Kent by 
her feeming miraculous revelations, deceiuing not onely the 
common fort, but euen diuers learned. and feenemen of the 
_ beftranke, and prime note, ftirred vp in the King great iea~ 
loufie,and feare of his Crowne and fafety, as by the records 
. of her attaindour doth appeare, wherein doth ftand proued 
and fentenced her treafon-fome impofture of moft dange- 
rous confequent, if it had obtained equall iffue. 
In the fame kings raigne, the bewitching efteeme, credit, 
and hopeof force and vertue ia counterfeit predictions, and 
retendedeuclations, whet the ambitious heart of Edward 
* Lord Stafford, Duke of Buckingham,firft into high Treafon, 
~ and toreach at the Crowne,and after from thence thruft him 
headlong or headleffe into his graue. beeen 
Inthe raigne of Edwardthe fixt, there was a prophecie 
diuulged from the mouth of fome pretended Wifard; by 
which the coniuration of Kett, & thofe Norfolke Rebels, was 
hartned and encouraged to proceede in their rebellion and 
outrage, vnto the yreat danger & damage of the kingdome, 
and in the.end vnto their@wne deftruGtion. That blind pre- 
ended prophecie, in the infidiation of vaine and credulous 
mindes, was fomewhatlike vnto that ambiguous Oraclein — 
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Alo,te Bacida Romanosvincerepofle: 
Lay, the fonne.of- Aacus the Romane power {hall quell. 


wih thetrue Difcouerie thereof. 


~ 


This Oracle may on either fide indifferently, either 
tiuely or pafliuely be-vnderftood. Like yntoit was that pre- 
Rtigious prophecie, which the rebellious Norfolcians with 
«their Kerr trufted: 
Hob, Dic, and Hic with clubbes and-clouted fhoone, 
«Shall fillup Duffin-dale with flaughtered bodies foone. 


The Rebels vnderftanding this blinde reuelation, or pre- 
diction, concerning the victory wherein they themfelues | 
fhould bee Agentsand not Patients, (as afterward their 
owne ruine did truly interpret it) and dreaming the filling 
vp of the Duffin-dale to be intended of other mens dead bo- 
dies, and not their owne , were thereby incited with furious 
courage, vntothe hazard of the kingdome and their natiue 
Countrey, vnitill their owne mangled and flaughtered car- 
cafes became butchered {pectacles, and bloudy monuments 
offuch illufion and impofture, 

_ How many other feareful & horrid treafons haue bin built 
and grounded vpon other the like prodigious impoftures?To 
recite the damages & wrongsdone vnto priuate men by im- 
pofture in manifold kinds, were infinite. What fhould wee 


mention Prior * Bolton of St. Bartholmewes in London, whoin * Speede. 


the raigneof Henry the eight , vpon the impreffion of an v- 
niuerfall worlds floud , grounded vpon pretended miracu- 
lous predi€tions, ridiculoufly buildeth himfelfe an houfe or 
- neafton the top of Harrow hil, to faue himfelfe from drow- 
ning? | | 
What mighty terrors did the wicked: impofturous pre- 
diétions of ftrange cuents in the admirableyeare 88. ftrike 
into the c6mon people or vulgars of England? from whence, 
what different diftractions in many priuate men did bring 
forth,to relate, were iuft matterof profound laughter, What 
tranflations of dwellings, peregrinations into other Coun- 
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tries, exchange of inheritances for monies, and other ridieu- 
de (CUS Sxtrauagant molitions did the approach of that yeare 
diuerfly prepare ? I will not wafte paper in any more* parti- 
Sooke: 4- chap. cular recitals : Our later age and time hath not been barren 
o.taxthour of many wicked-and harmeful frusts.of impofturous prophe- 
mglifh Natié cies, neither have they altogether efcaped the eye of Iuftice, 
Ara multi: nor che blurreof infamy written in their names and chroni- 
‘led memory. And although many impoftures(becaufe pra- 
Prophecies in tiled vpen private and more ob{cure perfonages) arclefle 
phiskinde. = knowne and publifhed, then fuch as are committed againft 
| Princes and States,and therefore are more remarkable in the 
eyes of al men,yetare they both equally in their natures per- 
nicious; It were not now impertinent from the declaration 
of the mifchiefes of impofture in generall, to defcend vnto 
fome fuch in particular , as are practifed vnder the lying pre- 
tenfe and falfe colour of a tranfcendent and Magicke vertue, 
In examples of this kind, Reignald Scott doth ouer-abound in 
his difcouery. It is not vunknowne vntomy owne proofe, 
how viuallitis with many,by the reputation of a Witch on- 
ly , impofturoufly to promife and vndertake the miraculous. 
curations, and prognoftications of difeafes and their iffues 5. 
wherein, for breuity fake, and to auoide confufion, andthe 
cranibe or iteration of the fame things, I wil referre the Rea- 
der to a former Manuell by my felfe publifhed , where, al- 
though , by reafon of my abfence beyond and befide the Er- _ 
rata, many errors both in fome words and fenfe doe Rill re- 
maine; yeathere are many thingsin this kinde worthy no- 
‘tice, Reade page 71. the Treatife of Wifards; likewife, in 
fecond marginal note of the pag. 58.an hiftory of a Chi- 
eo rurgeon, famous in curing fuch as were bewitched : Like- 
wife, page 109. rro. 111. an Hiftory of impofture, ynder 
the colour and pretenfe of the infpection and iudging of V- 
rines: and likewife, page 60.and from thence ynto the end 
‘“seaq ‘There isa very rare, but true, defcription of a Gentlewo- 

‘man, about fixe yeares paft,cured of divers kinds of 
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fiens, and other apoplecktike, spiep ptike, cataleptike, and. 
paralytike fits, and kinds of accidents of 
‘with, After fhe was almoft cured of thofedifeafes , but the 
cure not fully accomplifhed, it was by a reputed Wifard. 
whifpered, and thereupon beleeued,that the Gentlewoman 
was meerely bewitched, fuppofed Witches were accu- 
fed, and after executed. The Gentlewoman hathbeen free . 
from allthofe accidents there mentioned , the {pace of fixe 

In this laft paft feuenth yeare, fince the writing of that i 
hiftory, fome of the former fits are “critically again returned: * Plurimz au. 
the fame Wifard or Deceiuer reforted vnto and enquired at, *¢™ pafsioncsa™ 
doth now againe auouch her to be bewitched; vpon opinion beget : 
whereof and trirft in his illufion,the timely vfe and benefit of -em mental 
due counfell hath beene much omitted and negleéted. Her nonnullz an- 
difeafes which formerly, far exceeded thefe which now are, 9um 117.Hipp 
in number, frequence and vehemence, were in fhorter {pace 
cured , and fo continued the {pace of fixe yeares together. 
 Thefe fewe which now doe returne , due counfell and time narij rationem im 
negleéted,chough being in number fewer,leffe intricate, and habét Crifm, 
farreleffe violent, haue notwithftanding a farre larger {pace 9°” 
oftimecontinued. 
If that Counfeller or vndertaker to counfell , be a Wi- quoad annos. 
fardin name and reputation only (as I doe geffe and deeme Galen, in 
him) then is this Hiftory an incomparable example andin- Aphorifm. ! 
ftance of the wickedneffe, impietie and cruelty of impofture | 
and Impoftours. If he be found a Witch,then isit an ynan- 
- {werableeuidence and inftance of the Diuels iuggling, lying, 
illufion and deceiuing,wherof we made mention aim, 

before in the queftion or doubt concerning Pythagoras real- 
ty in two places, For, in true reafon and iudicious difcer- 
ning, it is.as cleere as the brighteft day, that no accident be- 
falling theGentlewoman mentioned , can be other then na- 
turall, or farther fupernaturall,then either the ‘Diuels credit 
witha Witch, oran Impoftors credit -withdeceiued and fe~ 
ducedimen is able'to inchaunt perfwafion ynto vain affiancé 
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Iteferre the Reader to che:confideration of the hi- 
at large,-with that which here is added:: Iwill only ex- 
shorrall mennotro beinthofe doubtfull.cafes, too violent, | 
tabh ia: asking or. beleeuing vnworthy or worthleffe 
gounfell to aske st of fuch as arearuly and godly learned 
and prudent, and not of Impoftours or Seducers, confide- 
ting that theconfequences of raflineffe, miftaking error and 
ignorance, arenolefle then the life:or death: of the ficke., 
putting out of the eyes and light of reafon ,. which God and 
ature hath giuen man:to-walke withall in the darke pilgri- 
mage of this life; adepriuation of due remedies which God 
hath allowed white beguiled with vaine and foolifh opini- 
on, with wilfull blindneffe , they worthily efteemenot, nor 
- Affuredly,he that doth giue vp himfelfe to become a prey 
20 folly and illufion,and led by deceiuers headlong into con-- 
vnwarranted and inhibited explorations. 
anderials, doth forfake the. guidance and vfeof right reafon, 
@ndin ftead thereof, is intemperately. diftraéted with impa-: 
igience of expeGtation: of due reipect and efteeme of Gods 
w@rdinance andallowance:in his-ordinary:meanes, mayiuftly 
Peare that God hath decreed and determined:j:not onelyto 
ifpeylé him of:thet-common bieffin gwhichke hath promi-- 
©: fed.to allthat duely feek, and rightly viehis allowed means; 
But alfo that hee leaueth him vntothe curfed path and way 
of perpetual! blindneffe and hardneffe of heart therin, excepe 
Ais {pecial] and extraordinaty diuine grace in time reducé:his 
dangerousfteps,’ For certainely he vnto whofe, blinded:eies 
Geddoth offer fo great mercy.and fauour; asis plainely eu 
Mentin all his ordained ordinary meanes,. ynto euery good 
phat befallethman ipthis life, and with thankfulnefie 
not-or will net beliold it itis layd.at his-ynthankfull 
is iva,defperate way of a lethargicall difpofition:; or 
Famnfelfe, 8c of Gods mercifull goodnes towards him, And 


, 
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bewitched, may. criquire andbe.b 


-felues' dnd >theit‘owne common fenfeand:reafon; and 
themfelues‘to bee fwallowed vp of lying and illuGon, Se- 


‘eondly inthe whole courfe of impofture it felfe,is feenethe 
_eontinuallpractice of mercileffe impiety, thevfuall wrong 
of the afflicted, thebelying of rruth; the! deceiuing’the 


fetable; the deprivation ofthe ficke;of the-vie of due reme- 


‘dies and meanes which God hath made & bleffed vnto men, 


that with praife ynto his name, patience 8 .due dependance: 
on his prouidence therein, can be contented tofeeke:and 


expectthe likely anid hopefulhiffue of 


nature, Laftly, may be collected, and obferued, the'vfe and: 
meceffitie of diltinétion betwecne Impofture and Witch- 
eraft; namely,that.the odious & abominable finne of witch- 


‘eraft be not fuffered to continue, 
vider the colourof vaine Impofture, andthatthe Duell be: 


not fuffered to liue among ft vs,too-comm@nly; open» 
ly,in the coate and habite of afoolith Impoftor, or luggler,. 
For certainely nothing doth more hood-winke ee 


@ifcouery'of Sorterers,then remiflencfle and -omiffion' | 
‘quifition, and cafligation of Impoftors, ourofwhofeleauea: 
‘(no doubt) but diligent animaduerfion ,. might oft-times: 


‘boult out'many a fubtill and:coricealed Witch... 


How men may by veafon and wature be fatisfied, concerning: frac? 


& Sorcerers, 8 Impoltors,concerning the fick, fuppofed 


ot Dy appeare; wherein maybeefirht 
how they that truftchereto,doe forfake-God, them= 


.T followethnow, according ito promife,briefely te point 


direction, how men leating to enquire at Witches: 
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doth detect the ficke to be afflicted by the immediate fuper- 


_naturall power of thé Diuell, two wayes: The firft way is by 
fuch things as are fubiect and manifeft vnto the learned Phy- 
ficion onely : the fecond is, by fuch things as are fubieQ and 
,manifeftvntoavulgarview, 
_ Thofe things which are manifeft vnto thePhyficion alone, 
are of two forts. The firft is, when in the likeneffe and fimi- 
litude of a difeafe,the fecret working of a fupernatural 
doth hide itfelfe, hauing no poflibilitie of being 
-in that kindeor nature. Thefecond is, when naturall reme- 
_dies or meanes according vnto Art and due difcretion ap- 
plyed, doe extraordinarily or miraculoufly either lofe their 
-manifeft ineuitable nature, vfe, and operation, or elfe pro- 
duce effects and confequences, again{ft or abouc their na- 
ture. The impoffibilitie of either of thefe in vfuall or ordina-~ 
tie courfe of nature, doth certainely proue an infallibilitie of 
_.afuperiour nature, which affuredly therefore muftneeds be 
either Diuine or Diaboliecall. 
. This.conclufion concerning the infallibilitie ofa fuper- 
Mmaturall mouer, from the like affumption, the learned and 
awotthy preferuer of reuerent antiquitie, Mafter Camden,in 
chis of Chefhire,hath truely inferred-vpon the mi- 
aculous prelufions, and prefages, euer and perpetually fore- 
running the death of the heyres of the houfe or family of the 
“Briertons, Thefe& {uch like things (faith he)are done 
‘bythe holy tuteler Angels of men, orels by Diuels,who by 


- permiffion mightily fhew their power in this inferiour 
world, 
 ‘Whenfoeuer therefore the Phyficion fhall truely difcouer 
amanifeft tranfcending power, manner, or motion in any 
fuppofed difeafe, there is. an yndoubted conclufion of the 
Aurhor. Where likewile remedies finde concomitances, or _ 
confequencescontrary totheir nature,or fuch.as neuer were, 
nor cuericanbe contingent in courfe of nature : this aflump-_ 

ion truely granted, doth:inuincibly: inferre a tranfcendenc 
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Thus how difeates, and’ ‘the accidents which 
oft happen in difeafes,.may bee by the Phyficion detected, 
aecording ynto the rule of reafon, whether induced by the 
Diuell or no, isbriefelypointedat.._- 

How the guilt ofany man therein with the Diuell (which 

| doth onely conuince a Witch) may and ought appeare, hath 
_been before declared, and likewifle hereafter be further 
madecleare, 

-It will not now be or forcon- 
illuftration, and better proofe of thofe two wayes, 
which are diftin guithed. to be onely fubie@,and manifeft vn- 
to the Divficion,, inthe deteétion of the fecret workes of Di- — 

4 = and Witches in difeates , to spears one or two exam= 
ples of both. © 

Rer .caufis cha. 16. daliiaes etha hiftory ofa yong man of anos - 

blefamily, who was by aviolent conuulfien in‘an extraordi- 
nary manner long time tormented. Diuers learned Phyfict- 
ons remained long time doubting and vnfatisfied, both in. 
the caufe of this & ifeate, as.alfo bs the feate or place where © 
the caufe,with any fufficient reafon,mi ight be iudged fetled., . 

Behold very pregnant inducements of the finger of the Di- - 
uel »thouing inthe difeafe. One was the incredible velocitie 
of motion in the difeafed, impoflible yntothe force of man: 
the other was, for that in all the fits and conuulfions , though 
very ftrong and vehement, his fenfe and vnderftanding re- 
mained in the difeafed, perte@& and nothing obfcured,orin- 
_cerrupted,which in conuulfions according-vnto natural 
fes was neuer feene, and is impofhible, ae 

The force of thefe reafons toeuince the prefidence ofthe 
Diuell, in the manner. and motion of the fore-named difeafe, 

Diuell himfelfe did fhortly after iuftifie, declaring and © 
profeffing bimfelfe the Author thereof in plainely exprefled 


words, 
Inthe chapter, there i is 
urprifed, with an extra 


sport or relation of a man fodaincly 


| | ordinarie 


t 


& 
- 


_thofe vndoubred workes, and that 


all 


> 
orditfariefathion, or fhape of madneffe or phrenfie, wherein 
hevttered and revealed things hidden, and of profound {ci- 
and reuelation, not onely aboue the'pitch and power of: 
naturall capacitie, and the forgericof fained extafie but re- 


in true and vpright iudgement, and vnpartiall difcer. 
ning beyondall queftion and exception fupernaturall. The 


fequel after made it good. Thefe examples are fufficient ynto 
men that are wife, and with whom reafon hath authoritie, I 
doe not affect viraduifed multiplication herein, fulpecting 
many hiftories,and reports of diuersAuthors, 
The poffibilitie of thofe which are here produced , befide 

the vnftained credit-of the Author, is apertly confirmed by 


_ the holy Scripture, where, in the Lunatike the Divell mani- 


felted himfelfe by actions, onely proper and appropriate vn- 


to the power ofa Spirit: fuch was his ‘cating the Lunatike 
into the fire, and into the water, his violent rending and tea- 
ring him,which were things impoflible yntothe powerand 


nature of the Lunatike himfelfe, or ofhis difeafe alone. 
Theman poffeffed among the Gadarens,Math.8. Mark,5.— 
Luk, 8.\ikewife doth eftablith the fame, who was knowne, 
and feene evidently, not tobe imply or folely difeafed, by 
finger of the Diuel, when 
he eafily brake in peeces thofe iton chaines wherewith the 
Lunatike was bound : fothat no force thereof whatfocuer » 
could hold orbinde him ; as alfo when he vttered-and fpake 
that more then humane vnderftanding and revelation of Ie» 
fus Chriftco be the Sonne of God: a knowledge as yet vn- 
communicated vnto-mankinde, and vito reafon impoffible, 
Concerning the fecond way of deteétion, fubie& vnto the 
Phyficion alone, namely, when naturall-remedie¢s aptly ap- 


plyed, are attended with fupernaturall: confequences , con- 


trary ro their nature, or aboue'the fame; out’of the former 
Author, and foresnamed place:thereisanexample alfowith- 
out farther ftrageling of vnqueftioned eftimation, .A cer- 


 taine man there mentioned, vehemently. burning and thirs 
fting, and by intolerable heate compelled to feeke any mi- 


tigation, 


i 
| 


tigation, ob carinttion of his heate and thirft, in want of 
-drinke or other fitting liquor, happened to finde an Apple, 


inthe moifture and naturall ivice whereof, hoping the vfu- 


all thort refrefhing of the tongue, he, afterthe firlt tafting 


_ thereof, immediately found ( not onely that which was con-_ 
trarie to the nature ofan Apple, greater burning and thirft — 


then before) but hadinftantly his mouth and iawes fo faft 
clofedand fealed vp thereby, that he hardly efcaped ftrang- 
| i he reafonable doubt of the latitation of the Diuel,in this 
faire, harmeleffe, and v{fuall remedie of the tongue , thirft 
and drineffle,was afterward made more euident and manifeft 
by the fodaine and {wift obfeffion of his minde, with fright- 


ful vifions,wherofas in the difpofition, temper, fubftance or — 


qualitie of his braine or body,there was no ground or caufe, 
foin the Apple it felfe, was no other pernicious mixture,but 
thatthe Diuel, as with Judas Sop, though wholefome and 
fauing in it felfe, fo in this medicinall fruit,entred and poflef- 
fed, where God permitted. The like may be faid of other both 
outward & inward remedies, which by a Magick power are 
and may be oft interrupted,turned and bent vntoa vfe con- 
-trarie to their nature. 

For this caufe Hyppocrates himfelfe in his booke de facro 
morbo, cy de uatura muliebri, doth acknowledge many acci- 
dents, as alfo difeafes and remedies them‘elues to be diuine, 
as having their caufe and being aboue the courfe of nature, 
When therefore fitting vnto any caufe, matter,or humour in 


the body, according to true Artand Reafon difcouered, apt _ 


and fitremedies, are aptly & fitly by the iudicious Phyficion 
applyed, norwithftanding, contrary to the nature and cu- 
{tome of fuch remedies, they haue extraordinary , vnufuall, 
and iuftly wondred effeéts, is there not iuftmatter of doubr, 
-conéerning an vnufuall, andan extraordinarie caufe anfwe- 


rable thereto? The deepe and myfticall contingents in this 


~ Kinde, and their hidden reafon and caufe,the ynlearned man, 


orhee that isnot exercifed in difficult difcoueries, cannot 


L difcerne, 
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difcerne , nor can the intricateand perplexed implications 


therein, of doubts. and ambiguities pofibly, become inteélli- 
_ gible in every ordinary apprehenfion ; yet by the former ca- 


fie and familiar example, euery man inay gefle and conics | 


— &ureat the moft abftrufe. The fubtilty of the Diuell doth 


eafily deceiue a vulgar thought, and in the cloudesand mifts _ 


of doubts and difficulties beguileth viually the dimme fight 
and difquifition, | 
The learned Phyficion, notwithftanding poffeffing true 
judgement and learnir g ; who doth and can warily obferue, 
and diftinguifh firft the wonders of nature ynknowne vnto 
euery mediocrity of knowing: fecondly, the true wonders 
aboue nature in due collation with nature to bee knowne, 
doth noreafily or rafhly with vulgars , erre or runne mad in 
the confufion of vaine and idle fcruples. The wonders of na- 
ture, are fuch naturall difeafes as are ifeene in their wondred 


and adinired fhapes or mixture, to hauea great likeneffle or. 


‘deceiuing identity with {uch maladies,as are inflicted by the 
Diuell.. The wonders aboue nature, are fuch difeafes, as are 
truly. and vndoubtedly knowne and proued to haue no con- 
fiftence, or power of confiftence, or caufe in fublunary 
ture. 
Of the fir I will heere cite no particular examples , be- 
caufe I haue both formerly in aformer Manuall, deliuered 
briefly fome of their generall * defcriptions , denyed byno 
man that in ancient time was, or at this timeisa iudicious 


and learned Phyfician, as alfodiuers of their* particular Hi- | 
ftortes. in the perfons of fome ficke men knowne vnto my 


felfe. 

Of the fecond it is heere needlefle to propound any 
more particulars then thofe aboue mentioned, whichI e- 
fieeme for the generall illuftration fufficient. In true and 
right decifion.& diftinion of the one from the other,multi_ 
plicity of confideration and circum{peftion ought 
dy attend the intricate mazeand labyrinth of error,and illy. 


in their deceineable likeneffes, whereby the Diwell, for 
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his owne aduantage,and the perdition of feducedand begui- 
ledmen, doth fometimes cunningly hide his owne workes, . 
~ and the diuelifh practices of Witches and Sorcerers, from 
their due detegtion and punifhment; fometimes to infnare 
the guiltlefle and innocent, doth iugglingly feem todo thofe 
things which Nature doth iuftly challenge, not as his, bur 
as her owne, in juft ballance weighed. Itis moft certaine, 
that the Diuell cannot poffibly mixe himfelfe, or his power, 
with any inferior nature, fubftance or body, but the alrerati-_ 
on,by the coniunction of fo far difcrepant natures, in the vn- 
changeable decree of the vniuerfall nature of all things, ne- 
ceflarily and vnauoidably produced, muft needs. witnes and 
manifeftly detect it.in thegreat andmighty oddes, Thisis 
. very evident and apparent in all the fupcrnaturall workes 
of the Diuell, before mentioned in the generall difcourfe of 
this {mall Treatife or worke, whether fuch as were decla- 
red manifeft to fenfe, or fuch as were cuident to reafon; 
whether fuch as were affected by the Diuell himfclfe, with 
the confent or contract of a Sorcerer or Witch, orfuch.as 
were without their knowledge, fociety, or contract perfore . 
med by himfelfe, All thofe fupernaturall workes of both | 
thefe kindes were therefore knowne to be fupernaturall, be- 
caufe they were aboue and beyond any caufe in fublunarie 
gature, Thelike the learnea Phyfician may certainely con 
elude, concerning difeafes inflicted or moued by the Diuell. 
For it is impoffible that the finger or power of the Diuell 
Should beein any malady, butfuchacaufe mult necdes pro- 
duce fome effed like it felfe,where true and iudicious difcer- 
ning is able to finde the infallible, certaine, and vndeceiued 
Rtampe of difference, Thus farre hath been briefly declared, 
how the Phyfician properly and by himfelfe doth alone enter 
into the due confideration & examination of difeafes (where 
isiuft occafion of queltion) whether naturally or fupernatu-_ 
rally inferred, How vofit it is here to admit cuery idiot far 
aPhyfician or Counfellor (as, is too common both in tkefe. 
all other affaires wife men iudge. 
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“Certainely from hen 


ce itcommeth to'’pafle , that moft 

men for cuer liue in perpetuall confufion of their thoughts in _ 
their cafes,and as aiuft iudgement of God againft their care- 
leffe fearch and negicCt of learned.and warranted truecoun- 


fe], all certainty 8 truth herein doth {till fly farre from them, 


For as in thefe ambiguities is requifite and neceffary, a lear- 
ned, iudicious , and prudent Phyfician; fois itas neceflary 


i. 


that hee finde thofe that neede herein aduice, truly and con- 
ftantly obedient vnto good reafon, temperate and difcreete, 


not mutable vpon euery vaine and idJe proie& to ftart away, | 


and to beetranfported from reafonable, iuft, and difcreete 
proceedin g,vnto vncertaine, vaine, and Empiricall tryals, 
fince wifedome, knowledge and truth are'never truly.found, 


but onely ofthofe, thar with diligence, patience, and perfe- 
uerance fearch and feeke them out. It remaineth now to 
come ynto the fecond way of detection of the bewitched 


ficke which was before faid to confiftin fuch things as were _ 
fubie& and manifeft vntoa vulgar viewe, asthefirftynto 
the learned Phyfician alone, As of thie firft, fome few exam- 
ples haue been propounded , foof the later let vs alfo viewe 


In the time of their puroxifines or fits, fome difeafed per- 


_ fons haue beene feene tovomit crookediton, coales, brim- 


ftone, nailes, needles, neg lumps of lead, waxe, hayre, 


werent offering themfelues to.plaine and open viewe. 


ftrawe, and theJike,in fuch quanticy,figure,fafhion and 
portion,as could neuer pofsibly pafle downe,or arife vp tho- _ 
row the naturall narrowneffe of the throat, or be contained 
in.the vnproportionable fmall capacity ; naturall fufceptibi-. 
lity and pofition of the ftomake. Thefe thingsat any time 
happening, are palpable and not obfcure to any eye without 


Thefe like accidents Beninenius , Wierws, Codronchius and. 


others alfo , euen in our time and countrey, haue publifhed 
to haue been feen by therhfelues. Some other ficke perfons 
haue, in the time of the exacerbations of their fits , fpoken 
_Tanguages knowingly and ynderftandingly, which informer 
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gaine : as Fermelius.a learned Phyficion, and beyond exeepti- 
on worthy credit, doth witneffe coucerning a Sicke 
Some Sicke men alfo haue reucaled and declared ena; 
geftures, actions done in farre diftaiit places, euen in the 
ry time and moment of their acting, doing, and vttering,as — 
LThaue knowne my felfe in fome, and asis teftified likewife 
to haue beene heard, knowne, and feene by divers witnefles 
worthy credit in our Retard in see bewitched Sick *Seea Trea- 
people, of the Wi 
 Asthefe- examples aremanifeft to any Licholder, which of Wass 
fhall.at any time happen m@view them:fo are the examples 
the firftand fecond kinde enident to the reafon and iudg: 
ment of the learned and iudicious Phyficion, and all 
_ therfore certainely detect and prouea fupernaturall A 
caufe, or. vertule , becaufe are: manifeft fupernaturall, 
“Thus boilers wee pointed: out briefely, the détegtion 4 
“bewitched Sicke,both by learned Reafonpropervntotheiu- 
dicious Phyficion, and alfo by common fente and reafon i in 
all men, 
Ifmen more at pleafe to exercife themfelues in’ 
due confideration and proofe heereof, theyfhallfinde more 
certaine and found fatistaGtion and fruit, with the bleffing 
and allowance of God, then can iffue out of the mouthes of 
Sorcerers & Witches, which God hath curfed, and difallow- | 
andin. whofe hearts and: the Diuell off a 
> bath be bees btiefely, yet fufficiencly: bedein protted, 
that Almightie God hath giuen ynto Reafonlighe,whereby 
reafonable, temperate. aid fober mindes, through’ circum- 
pect. caresand diligence, may: fee andibeliotd whatfoeuer 
istruely-poffible, or iuitfor manto know, withthe fauour 
_and allowance‘of Gods grace, in the: detedtion and difeoue- 
the bewitched Sicke, Whofoeuer therefore fhall con- - 
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| temmne, ornegle& this light, and fhall aske counfell of 
uelsand Witches, the open and enemies ofGod, 
doe certainely relinquifh their-faith, and truft in God their | 
Creatour,gad their patience and dependance vpon his pra~ 
although it may fometimes fall out; that profpe 
- ous iflue doth feeme to follow the counfell of the Di- 
uell, yet doth it behooue men to be wary, and not prefume , 
left it proue onely a {weer baite, that by a fenfible good, the 


if - Diuell may draw their bewitched defirous vaine mindes vn- 
| to aninfenfible damnable hurt. For certainely, hee who will - | 
i _ rather.be beholding vnto the Diuell, for his life or health, 

| then chufe to die in the graciogp and mercifull hand of 


Godhis Creator, can neucrexpect to participate any pore 
tionoffaluationinhim. 

_Thus.mach concerning the reafonable difcouerie of the 
| | bewitched Sicke, wherein Jeauing to enquire at Witches, 
a Sorcerets,or Impoftors,vpright men, that loue or feare God, 
Li orimbrace Religion or common reafon,may and ought con- 
fine and fatisfic their iuftdefires, 


CHA PR. XT. 
The produttion of the workes of Witches and Sorcerers, unto the 
publique feate and cenfure of Tnftice. 


E haue hitherto. confidered, how the workes of 
Diuels and Witches may bee both manifeft to 
Senfe, and euidentto Reafon, They hauein their 
divers Kindes and different performances and manners di- 
ftinély, beene :inftanced. Befides thofe kindes which haue. 
been mentioned, theremay be'innumerable more, among 
which are thofe who-vndertake and are enquired ar, to ree 
ueale treafures hid; goods loft or conueighed away, the 
workes and guilt ofother Witches, good forgunes,and euill 


fore 
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fortunes in diuers affaires, defleignes and attempts ;:as:alfo. 
thofe who vnderrake by inchantment, toleade ca ptiue pe 
wils.and mindes of men, ynto extraordinaric and ynreafo- 
nable defires or lufts, hatred or loue vnto, or againft this or 
that perfon, or this or that particular thing aboue-or beyond: 
the naturall power of refiftance,and the force and vfuall guis 
ance of natural] reafon,iz the ordinarie courfe of mans will> | 
_ and nature : but they: are all:included in the fame generall 
kinde, and*common proofe of their diuellith impietie, de-. 
riued from the word of God before alledged vnanfwera-. 
bly,and thetrue confequence of Reafon from thence, . 

The difference that is in their diuers kindes, doth onely a= 
rife from their feuerall fubie&ts, manners, ceremonies, and 
rites,according to their feuerall differing contracts with the 
Diuell : fome vfing in their workes,reuelations or oraculous _ 
anfweres, of the demand of reforting people in one manner, 
-fafhion, ceremonie, gefture, and rite ;fomein another, and. 
fome in none at all; certaine,or vnchangeable, 

Concerning thefe ceremonies, with their feuerall con-. 

tracts, and the manners thereof, I will not write, partly, 
eaufe in this place not much materiall ; ‘partly, becaufe they 
dificult co detedt, except by the Witches owne freecon= 
feffion, which happeneth very rare and feldome ; partly ,be- 
eaufe they tend more tothe fatisfaction of curiofitie then of 
vfe,and therefore are not without {ome danger publifhed, It | 
hath now been manifefted by the word and mouth of God, 


~ 


nto the reafon of man, how a Wicchor Sorcerer may.eui-- | 


dently appeare vato right Reafon ; namely by his voluntary 
yadertakingto be enquired at, for knowledge and reuclati= 
onoffuch things as are hidden by God fromall knowledge 
_ of men, and are folely. and: properly in the: knowledge of 

he revelation being found fupernaturall, doth difcouer 
_ the fupernaturall Agent or Author the Diuell, whofe proper 

act a man doth vndertake impart, or in whole, 
_ muftneceffarily buy or borrow fromhim, and thereby bec | 

con-~- 
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-coauinced yndoubtedly of contra& withhim, 


We haueproduced diuers forts of noted Pradtifers like- | 


-wife of this inhibited contract , bothin the holy Scripture 


expreffely nominated, and alfo by their ordinarie common 


cuftome herein obferuedin feuerallkindes, 


Concerning them all, we will conclude as a corallary ynto 
allthat went before, wich the teftimonie and confirmation. 


of Lucius Apuleius th at famous sexpert, & learned Magician, 


in his booke de e4ureo Afine, from his long proofe and ac- 


3 quaintance with the Diuel : Demones (faithhe) prafident Au- 
gurys, Arufpicys, oraculis, Magorum miraculis,thatis,the Di- 


uels are.chiefe prefidents, haue chiefe power or authoritie 
are chiefe Maifters;Guides,or Rulers over Diuinaticn,or re- 
uelation by the fignes taken in flying of fowles , of diuina- 


tion by infpection of the entralls of beatts, of Oracles, and 


ofall the miracles or miraculous workes of ALagicians. They 
that-will not beleeue the holy Scripture, nor theteftimony 


of fo many men and ages, that the Diuell is the fole Author 


of vaine miraculous reuelations, diuinations and workes, let 


them credit the Magician his owne mouth, - 


As we haue hitherto viewed,how Witch-craft and Wit- 


ches may be, firft,by fenfe manifeftly detected : fecondly,by 


reafon euidently conuicted: fo let vs now confider,how they 
may be both produced vnto the barre of Iuftice, and bee ar- 
raigned and condemned of manifeft high treafon againft 
Almighty God, and'of combination with his open & pro- 
feffedenemy the Diuell, to 
- Concerning the firft, fince it chiefely confifteth in that 
whichis manifeft vnto the outward fenfe, if the witnefles of | 
the manifeft magicall and fupernaturall act, bee fubftantiall 
fufficient; able toiudge, free from‘exception of malice, par= 


tialitie, diftraction, folly, and if by conference and ceun- 


fell with learned men, religioufly and induftrioufly exerci- 
fed, in iudging in thofe affaires, there bee iuftly deemed no 


of feafeymiftaking of reafon or imagination, Ifee 


fhould deferus an /guoramus, ornotbe 


reputed 
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reputed atrue Bill, bee inquired, 
mature for the fame: due'triall, which Iuftice, dawe, and e- 
quitie-haue. ordainedin commen ynto al other rightful hea-: 
rings, and preceedings by witnefferand teftimome although: 
itis likely to proue arare plea gr caufe, becaufe inreafon not 
too frequently to be found, and farre. leffein itfelfecommon 


or viuall, thenis vulgarly. reputed, It might notwithftans, 


ding , hap ply ly be more oftderecteds 'accord~ 
ing to reafoninquired, ised) mor 
‘The fecond Kinde of Witch by euidence of reafon difco- 


uered, is farre more frequent then the firft, asappeareth by 


the varietie and:multitude of mames) which it hath branded 
yponit, and the diuerfitie!of kindes and: fafhions.. whith it 
hath puton, Itislikewife more eafily deteéted and proued, 

A fupernaturall worke or reuelation being firft Phd true- 
(left prepolteroufly we haply call a furmifed, or 


fely fulpegted offender into queftion, beforeany: offence 


be or'kitownie; Whichis an yniutt iniury, andwor- 
thy of rebuke and fhame with God andiuft mek, a fuperna- 
turall worke or reuclation (I fay) being manifeft, any mans 
guilty contract therein is proued vndertaking to be 

That vidertaking iikewifeis eafily difcoue- 
red by thofe that-haue inquired. The foundation of this:way 
of inueftigation of this'Witch or Sorcerer ; is the: Word of 
God it felfe béfore'tecited; and inft and réafon 
thereypon; cannot fall orbe fhakens 20> 
Thus haurng broughe thefe'prifoners Barre! lichere 

arreft any farther pro und them to Iuftice, ‘to the 
decree & fentence of the retrerend, praue,and learned: Iudge, 


atid foproceede tothe third promifed way of! mueftigation, 


and inquifition: ‘of Witehesand Sortetets; according tolikes 
tion, probableanid artificial conie ture, 


fore we attive vpon that point, itis neceffarie,that_ 


fivft amareriall obieStion be fatisheds That is, ivchefore- 
meritioned workes ofiSorcery 


manifett 


} 
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how can any true teftimoity or witneffe he 
sequined-or expeéted, fincedoubtismade, whether really or. 
deluforiy:and.in feeming onely , many ernioft 
things bar kimde,ase fecne or heard? Hereto.is anfwered: 
 As'acruefubftance is {gene not of it felfe fimply , butin and 
by the outward true figure ; {hape, propartion, colours and. 
dimenfion inberent:thercin,: andinfenarable therc.from ; fo: 
refemblance and pourtraieure of that fub. 
fhance,-when feparated from that fubftance, is as truely and 
_-asreally feene. Therefore , experience doth fhewevs, that. 
the fanie eye which faw the fhape, preportion, and figure, 
together with the true{ubftance., doth as perfectly both fee 
and wherit:is feparated.fromtlie fubftance by the 
Asinthe trie miracles of God , wrought by the hand of 
his feruant AZofes,the truc.and vndoubted {ubftance of a tru-. 
ly created Serpent, was feene when it was changed from a. 
rodde, by the outward proper and inherent fhape: fo.as true 
y was an outward pourtraiture and likenefle of Serpents- 
feenc, in the falfemiracle of the feeming_tranfmutation of: 
the Sorcerers rods. For ceuld religion or reafon 
demne thofe miracles of the Dinelf for illpfiens:s if theliuel 
refemblatice of miracles’ appearing the eye, 
had not therebyrmadethem knowne? Foran example,or il-. 
luftration, how is ziuggling deccitknewne but by the eye? 
is fayd to be deceived. therein. Therefore it doth 
that which doth decetie. Reafon likewife comparing 
that which Wes feene, with thar whichis not feene; that is, 
the counterfait--with the true {ybftance, prove the 
countérfait theiprefent: obiedt of the fight, Thefameeyes. 
thereforethas fawe., insheesue miracles. of the fub- - 
Rance ofai Serpent: by--the trie infeparable inherene frape, 
fawe hkewifethetrucimage and picture of inthe 
falfe and feeming miracles of the Enchannters of Egypr.The 
teftimony.of the prefentation of bork she eye, is as true 
felfe; becaufe the word of tenth hath fydic, 
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the Dnuell is as powerfull:asthe:moftexcellent Painter, to 
 reprefent any the moft traeand liuely likenefle of any creas 
ture,isin reafori cleare, and hath beene alfoibefore proued,’ 
Therefore a true teftimony may be truly_giuen, and iuflly 
accepted ortaken of a liuely fhape, figure, likenefle, or pros 
portion, really prefented (by the Art of the Diuell) vnto the 
eye. Ali the doubt then remaining,is,to putatrue difference 
between that which eur imaginatid doth reprefent vnto vs; 
from within thebrain,.and that which we fee without'by the 
outward fenfe. This difference wil beft appeare by an exam- 
ple. Fernelius in his firft book, cap.11. de Abd.rer.canf.doth 
make mention of aman,who by the foree of charms, would 
conure into glafle-certaine fhapes or-vifions; 
which there would either by writing, or by lively prefentatis | 
ons fo perfectly expreffe and fatisfie’, whatfoeuer he did de- 
smaund or commaund vnto them , that eafily andireadilyit 
might be diftnpuifhed ; and knowne by ftanders by. ‘This 
report thathe'fawe himifelfe. What thall wee 

fay herein’? Was this Diuelifh prastice a thing doubrfull ? 
Wasit not manifeft to many eyes dierfity of beholders,and 
the iudicious view ‘of a learned'and difcerning ‘fight. ? “It 

therefore could not beameere imagination butwas'a true 
outward obiect. Thofe things which aremeerly in imapina- 
(withthofe mich whé difeafes deprive not oftheirfenfe 
or reafon ): ase. by right teafon and trucfenfe , after‘a fhort 
rime oftheir preualence, cafily deteRted but 
ahbikthings really arid tel 
thefaine for over afterin offerte, 
wichhaidoubted and vnchanged 

Hencte'it man in afleepor dream stheg fora fore 

pi 


Spare; hedoth ceally, and feelin gly (as 
thinks hidfelfe itt any action sand iemployments: 
when he awaketh from fleep, his do tell 
im fidewas butina dreame. Many ficke perfons likewife 
viually, though waking, dreame of things falfely imagined, 
but the difeafe being gone, and their fenfe and reafon there- 
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from teeoutred, they thenknow and laugtrat the fallaciesof 
theirimaginations, By thefe fhort inftances itis apparent, 
that itis nota thing 
all kinde of mei»that wane not their¢ommon wits,todiftin- 
guifh betweene thofe things which are_only in imaginati= 
on, andthdfe which arereall andindeedesi 
».;Fromhence we may then truly conclude, that againft.the 
atts of Sorcery. and Witch-craft manifelt to fenfe,the due te- 
fimonies.of vnderftanding ,difcreete,and iuft men, ought to 
bee nodeffelequiualent then againft any other open acts, or 
crime whatfoeuer, whereof the Witch of Endor may ferueto 
fut vp and.conclude ali.doubt for ever herein, for an ynan- 
fwerableinftance'and proofe, She ackniowledgeth henguils 
and crimemightibe’ made manifeft ynto Sami in chefe words, 
1, Sam.28.9. Wherefore feekeft-thouro take me ina {nare, 
to-caufe metro dye Saul likewife himielfedoth grant 
her fufficiency of his teftimony to caufeher to dye,ver/. 

thefewords, As the Lordliueth, noharmefhalliconie 
vnito thee , for this thing :.meaning; by his teftimony of her 
faét,no harme fhould comevnto her, But here may-be obie- 

ted ,thatit was not histeftimony of herfact of raifing the vi- 


fion of: Saul, which the Witch did feare; but histeftimony of 
hes Witchyby promifingtoyn- 
Mertake it.The contrarysis-manife by che 
hath obeyed. thy veyce,,and haueiput- 
sy-foyle in chy-hand, and-hauc obeyedthe werd whchthou 
fey dit yntoimes thus thefuffiz 
of téftimonies of Witchcraft fa- 
tisfied. Jehoyy remaineth 45 was promifed.atid intended;that 
wernext difcouery-of Witch-craft, 
which artificial comeQute, probable reafon avdilikely pre- 
fumptionide afford, ance. and téaftn have: made 
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“wil the trae Difconery thereof. 
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That witches and Witch-craft may-bee difcouered by probable’ 


-Sfromthings éuident to fenfe, and manifeft to 
fon, there iffueth ‘a’ certainety of viidoubted knows 
A AMledge: foin things that carry onely probabilitie;di- 
ligence doth beget and produce verityand *truth’of opini- 
on, Hence it commeth to paffe,tharhe whotraely. knoweth, vers 
and knowingly: can diftinguifh: and difeerne the validitie;’ 
ciature, difference, and right vfe of probabilities, doth moft ex Diale@icis 
feldome in his opinions miftake of effe. 
Hence alfo it commeth to pafle,that according to feueralh Arift.in lib. 
meafures,and degrees of diligence, {tudy,practice, and exer- Analy. 
eife of indgingy in probabilities, men doe diuerfly differ.fome 
excelling orherin the merited ftiles and attributes-of ‘f{ubtil- 
tie, Policy, Sagacity: Exquificenes, It is true,that in ton 
bilitie, isno perpetuall * certainty :notwithftanding he that * Ce:tum eft, 
warily and wifely weigheth it, cannot im the vncertainty quod 
thereof but finde more certainty, then in blinde and vnlikee liter Gatypro. 
ly cafualties then in rath attempts and profecutions, voide o 
For although fometimes thofe things which feeme moft. 
likely and probable,doe happen to proue falfe, yer doth:na- *Probabilia & 
ture and ‘reafon teach and‘ inioyne vs rather togiue credit {unt, que 
thereto; & cxperience doth manifeft that the caufe of'decep- 
tion'therein,for the moft pate, doth confiftin the weakeneffe 
‘of mans indging thereofaright: For in iudging of probabi- fapientibus, 
ities, ar@ great odds, -fome thin es-oniely feeme'pro sable to finon ploria 
as wife’) expert,” fubrill »fome vito the 
mof? exquifire ludges alone : fome tetuery vulgar ; fome'to 
the choife and beft'fort of Vulgars, and not vnto alf ;:and'n ta Sapientia,. 
thefe: differences neeeflarily breed much errorandmi- 
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the vertueand force of probabi- 
litieittelfe; fimply doth not deceine, or viually faite, bur as it 
is diwerfly and ‘conceiued, by men , that oft pro- 
ueth falfe, which feemed likely, Uatem» une perbibemus op= 
timum, faith Cicero, qui bene conyciet, thatis, wee auouch and 
affirme that man to be the bett Prophet, or prognofticator of 
iffues to come or happen, who hath the power and skill of 
sight andttue coniecture, which euer confifteth in the 
quifite perpenfion of probeble inducements, | 
What is among men moreadmired, or more to 

admired, then this art, this skill, this power? Who doth 
not know what vie, alfo what benefic doth arife thereby, 
both ynto she true warrant and allowance of action, andial- 

fo vato the maintenance, and iuftification of right opinion,, 
counfels and deliberation? As itr all other faculties and {ci- 

-ehices, theexcellencie and neceffitie thereof doth brightly | 
fhine: fomoftapertly vnto common obferuation, it doth 
proue and manifeft it {elfe inthe two feuerall profelsions ~<a 
the Logicianandthe Orateur, 
The Logicianin his difcrepations andqueftions, concer- 
ning doubts. and ambiguities, by the diligence of. fubtill 


pute, fromthe light of probabilitie, rectifiech the 
of vnconftant opinion, and produceth 'thror 


‘mature difquifition, and raciocination, whatis moftf 


moft confonant with truth, to hold, affirme, or pers 
fwaded. 

Oratowr ie fate ot aqueftions, in his 

pleas of doubtfull.aad.controuerfed facts, or. rights wherein 


oft-times probabilitieand. likelihood, feeme to.ftand equall 


and vripartiall. both parts: notwithftanding by mature, 
acute, arid, feafonable prefling; and, waging 

anoftiike, mof tesfonable, and confonant with sight, with 
endideth bring imo tight,and-difco- 
wen; whatis'moftequall, yptight, and worthy to.be credi- 


or téfpedted.- What and sight, whac 
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common experience doth-proue and demonftrate.. 
Thus much btiefely prefixed in generall; concerning 
necefiitie light and truth of probabilities; it now remaineth 
to confider the vieand power theteoflikewife, in ourparti-’ 
propofed fubiect of Witch-craft, which common fenfe: 
doth not onely iuftifie (as in all other fubiects)but the word: 
-Almightie God, in-cafe of Idolatrie, death not onely pubs: 
lifh and proclaime his deteétion of that great finne it feife, 
but therewith doth include whatfoeucr hath any prebabili- 
ticof refpe&, or reference thereto; whetherin affection 
-inclination,or in ceremonieor fuperftitious fhew. This is cui-- 
dent, Dent. 8. ver. 9.where he firftforbiddeth his people fo: 
muchas to imitate, or doe after the maners of the Gentiles; 
and afterward patticularizeth their making their fonnes and: 
daughters to paffe thonow:thie fire-Eikevwife ow, 
28. where he forbiddeth asmuch as the cutting of his peo= 
ples heads,..or the corners of their heads round, or-marring: 
the tufts of their beards,or marking or cutting of their fleth,.. 
as was the manner of Infidels and Gentiles, in their mour- 
ning atid lamenting of the dead.. Likewife Deut. 16. verfe 
zti where hee forbiddeth fo much as the planting of any: 
groues-af trees necre his Altar, becaufe it wasthe: cuftome, . 
inuention, manner, and refemblance of Idolaters, 
Asineafe of Idolatry, foin cafe of Witch-craft, which is 
Hikewife a kinde of Idolatry , becaufe- the worfhip-of Di- 
uels, Almighty God in thofe places of holy Writ, where 
hee publifhech and proclaimeth his high difpleafure againft 
Witches and:Sorcerers,- with that abominable-finne it felfe; 
doth alio condemne as abominable.Firft, in general allkind 
offhew, of affe tion, liking, inelination, or refpe& thereof... - 
Secondly, any ‘cuftomes, fafhions, ‘rites, cefemonies; 
seg or geftures from thence. derived , or belonging 
The firft is manifeft, Lenit.19.verfe 3 Therethe Prophes, 
‘ftom their God-Zebowah,doth chargs his people; thatthey do» 
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fomuchasturne toward, or.decline coward Sorcerers or 
South-fayers, ,vouchfafe to askeany queftion, or torefpect 
them:and Lewit. 20..verfe 6. hee giueth iudgement and fen. 
tence of death,againft that foule that doth but turne or look - 
fecond is likewife manifeft, J/aiah 8.verfe'19.. where 
Almightit God noteth the fuperftitious peepings whifpes , 
rings, and mutterings of Sorcercts, and according, to thofe 
geftures, doth with reproch terme them whifperers, mutte-_ 
rers and peepers: and Deut. 18; verfe 10. 11.hee rehearfeth 
their mumblings, & charmings, and their {uperflitious mar- 
king, the flying of fowless and Lenit. 19. verfe26, hee no- . 
-tethcheir yaine'andceremonious obferuing of times... 
If then Almightie God be fo ftri&t, thar hee will not en- 
dure or tolerate fo much asa friendly looking toward 
cerers ; the Jeaft refpect giucn vnto them, or fo muchas ade 
maund of a queftion at any.inclination toward. 
them, any their. ceremonies,rites or fuperftitions,yea,fo fmal | 
amatteras their very outward geftures; how can religious 
zeale,orthe duty of man toward God his Creator, efteeme 
_ any ofthefe, or the like, or theleaft of them, leffe chen {GMi- 
cient matterof probable doubt, prefumption, religious iea-. 
loufiejand {ufpicion againft fuch men,as doe, or dare prefume 
to imitate, to practice or vfe them? 
As the holy Scripture hath pointed out fome few geftures, 
mahers, and rites.of Sorcerers, for an. example and light ynto 
allother-ef the fame kinde::,fo hath the dayly obferuations, 
of fuceeding times added infinite more, which hauc, doe, 
and mayencreafe, multiply,and be added, and newly in« 
uented, a uton new different fhapes and fafhions, accor- 
ding to the fanci¢ of the contractors therein (which are the 
Diucl,and man pofieffed by him, in whole powers and will, 
according'to,the nature, qualitie & conditions of their con- 
tract, dependcth and confifteth the variation, orinnouation 


tin aiff: - 
Forthiscaufe, among Authors and records both of lide 
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and later times, we reade of fuch diuerfities and numbers of 
fuperftitious litations, dedications, performances , and dia- 

bolicall folemnities, As therefore wee haue manifefted fuch 
{uperftitious rites , ceremonies and.geftures of Sorcerers, as. 
the holy Scripture hath noted and deciphered ; fo let vs pro- 
pound fome other by after-times, and other Authors obfer- 

_ Some haue vfed -in their intention or execution of their © 
Diabolicall workes, or inthe. way of prelufiononekindeof 
*ceremonious homage , and fome another, Some doneuer “See Maftee 
attempt nor enterprife Diabolicall execution, but with: 
mumblings,whifperings,and fecret founds,and words heard Witcheraft, 
grumbling in their mouthes: as Theophraftusin his 9. booke.chap.2.pag-4" 
of herbesand plants doth witnefle, concerning certaine Ma- 
giciansin gathering Helleberius , and ALandragora ; andas is 
likewife vndoubtedly difcouered, by the great attributes 
thatare by many famous Writers afciibed vnte the Caball; 
of the Iewes, and vnto letters, caracters, words; fillables and 
fentences fuperftitioufly pronounced, 
_ . Galen writeth., that a certaine Sorcerer.by vttering and 
| muttering but one word, immediately killed, or caufed to 
dye aSerpent or Scorpion. Bewinenius in his booke de Abd. 
morb.cauf, afirmeth, that fome kinde of people haue beene 
obferued to do hurt and to furprife others, by viing only cer~ 
taine facred and holy words, It is apparane likewife,that o- 
thers haue accomplifhed their diuelifh ends, by apparitions, ¢ 
fhapes, or figures, raifed or coniured into glafies; as Fernelt- 

wsan eye-witneffe, in his booke de Abdit rer. cauf:doth pub- 
lifh, Some receiue power and vertue from the Diuell ynto 
their Diabolical preparations,by certaine inchaunted herbs, 
or medicines which they mixe and gather , fometimes with 
braffe hooks,fometimes by Moone-fhine in the night,fome- 
times with their feete bare and naked, and theirbodics clo- 
with white furplices, as Pliny reporteth, Some are re~ 
_ ported, to obtaine of the Diuell their defired ends or works, 

the Diuel bonds or covenants, written 


‘ i 

x 

‘ 


with owne hands: the Chronicler 
doth report, confefled by certaine Witches, inthe raigne of 
_Hexrythe 4. Atid M’. Fox, in the life of Martin Luther, doth 
“maké mention of a young man , whe deliuered a bond vnto 
the Diuell, vpon certaine conditions which bond was writ- 
ten with the young mans owne bloud ; and vpon his repen- 


tance,and the earneft zealous prayer of the people vnto God | 
finhis behalfe, wasredelinered , and caftintothe Church in 


view and fight of the whole: aflembly there and then be- 


“Some deriue an effetual vertue ynto their decreed 
“velit works, by hanging caracters or papers about the neck, 
as Pliny veporteth.Some practife to bring their Diuelifh ends. 
-ynto iffue, by coniured images and pictures of waxe, golde, 
earth, or other matter, as’ Thomas Aquinas in his booke,de oc~ 
ultis Nature witneffeth, 

Holingshed,page 534.doth the execution of cer= 
taitie Traitours, for confpiring the King of Englandsdeath | 
Sorcerous and Magicall pictures of waxe. The fame au-- 
thor, page 1271. doth report , thatin the twentith yeare of © 
Queene a fioure-flinger (as heetermeth 
him) being fufpected as a Coniurer or Witch, fodainely dy- 
ing, there was foutid about him (befides bookes of coniura- 
tion;& other Sorcerous papers or Caracters) the picture of a 
shan wrought out of Tynne. Some late Writers haue obfer- 


ued, that diuers Witches by fuch piétures , hauecaufedthe 


perfons thereby reprefented fecretly to languith and con- 
fume,as was lately proued againft {ome late famous Witches 
of orke-fhire and Lancaster , by the teftimonies beyond ex- 
tion of witneffes,not only prefent,but Prefidents in their 
‘wyall and arraignment. Some execute their hellith intenti- 
ons by infernall:compofitions , drawne out of the bowels of | 

dead and murthered Infants; as Zoannes Buptift Porta inhis 
booked Magia natirali ‘doth from his owne knowledge 
affirme, and thereto the Mallene Maleficartm with others 
doe affent, 
practife alfo Sorceryby tying! jas Saint 

cert 
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teftifieth in vita Hilary, concerning a Prielt of e£/eulapins 
vat Memphis, Some pratife Witch-craft by touching with: 
the hand orfingeronly, as Bininenius fayth. Somein their 
Sorcerous a¢ts or coniurations, vie partchment madeofthe 
skinne of Infants, or children borne before theirtime: as — 
Serres reporteth from the confeffion of Witches, inthe time 
and raigne of Henry the fourth dete&ted. Some for the pro- 
moting of their Diuelifh deuices, vfe the miniftery of lining 
creatures, or of Diuels and Spirits in their *likenefle,as hifto- Perkins di 
ries report, and Theocratus in his Pharmacentria, feemethto fe of 
credit, inducing there a Sorcerefle, who by the power ofher ween | 
bird, did drawe and force her Louerto come vntoher, 
_ This feemeth not impofsible ynto.a Witch,by the multi- : 
tude of liuing fhapes , which the Diuell in formerages hath 
vfually affumed , termed Fawnes, Satyres, Nymphes, and the 
like, familiarly conuerfing with men, Some bring their curs 
fed Sorcery ynto their wifhedend , by{facrificing vnto the 
Diuell fome liuing creatures, as Serres likewife witneflech; 
from the confefsion of Witches in Henry the fourth of France — 
deprehended ; among whom, one confefled to haue offered 


vntohisDiuellorSpiritaBeetle. 
This feeemethnot improbable, by the Diabolicall litati- 
ons and bloudy facrifices, not onely of other creatures , but 
euen of men, wherewith in ancient time the heathen pleafed 
their gods, which were no other then Diuels,: And rather 
then the Diuell will altogether want worfhip,, heeisfome- 
times contented. to acceprthe parings of nailes ;.as.Serres 
the confefsien of certain French Witches doth report. Some 
Authors write, that fome forts of Sorccrezs.are obferued to. 
faf{ten men their. Magicall mifchieuous effects works, 
by conueying,or delivering vatothe perfons., -whorirthey; 
meane to aflault; meates, ordrinkes, ot ether fuctilike ; as: 
is cuident by- the generally kriowne powerof the Magicke: 
cups of the inchaunted Filtraor draughts: and as 
meth iuftified by S.. e4uguftine, in his 18. booke de:Cimitate 
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delfucring onely apiece of cheefe. Some of our late Coun- 
trimen haue obferued, fome Witches to mifchiefe or fur- 
prife {uch as they intend malicioufly to deftroy, by obtaining 
fome part or parcell of their garments,or any excrements be- 
longing vnto them, as their hayre orthe like. 

[tis not to be-doubted that the Diuell, that old Protens,is 
able to change and metamorphife his ‘rites, ceremonies, and’ 

fuperftitions, into what new fhapes or formes are beft fura- 

bleto his pleafure and hisfellow-contraftors moft commo- 
_ dious vfes,and.purpofes. Concerning all the former men=" 
tioned; althoughit bee exceeding difficult; nay, an impof- 

‘fible thing: for any man ‘to auouch every of them true in his 
owne knowledge or experietice 5 yet for that fome kindes of 
them wee may affuredly know and belceue from God him- 
felfe, who hath in his facred word nominated both appariti- 
ens of the Diuel, as alfo,incantations,charms, {pels & famili- 
arity with Spirits;° as alfo for-that reafon-doth demonftrate,: 
tharthere may be many mote kinds, befides thofe named of 
the fame likeneffe, nature abufed, and diuelith vfe; and-for- 

that vnto otherfome; the credit’, worth and merit of thofe 
Writers by whom they hauebeen obferued and publifhed, . 
doth giue weight eftimation,it may be approued asanin- 
fallible conclufion,that wherefoeuer any of them ot thellike, 

“being diligently-enquired after, are cither really found, or in 
apparence or fhewrefembling , that there(with the concur-. 
rence-of circumftances, and approued precedence ofa mani- | 


feft workeof Sorcery: confenting ) that there, I fay, it ought 
fufficient & yntontroled matter, or occafién of fu- 
fpicion & prefumption againftthe particular, in whom the 
are by iuft witneffes free from exception , detected and pal- | 
ably: known, praStifed &<exercifed. As-we have now briefs 
lyrecited and calledito. mitid fome forts-of 
rites, geftures as are 
annexed vnto that kinde:of Surcstie' ot Witch:cref Which 
confiftethin ation: Soletvsalforecite fomeother forts of 
rites, and fuper! tions, “which belong viito thar 
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__kinde of Sorcery which is conuerfant indiuinations,reuelati- 
ons of things hidden, predictions, and prophecies. Diuvinati- 
ons according to nature or art, as Cicero diftinguifheth in his 
firtt booke de Diuinatione,we doe not intend or purpofe, but 
that diuinatio which the fame Author in the fame place doth 
refer into a power abaue man , whichhee there termeththe 
power of the gods, between whom and diuination, the Stoicks 
make this reciprocation, Si /it Diuinatio, Dy fant, fi Dy fint, eft 
Diwinatio; thatis, if there be right divination or prediction 
of things to come not contained in Art or Nature, certainly — 
that diuination is of the Gods,as reciprocally where there are 
Gods, there is divination. Here wec fee playnely, not onely 
the antiquity, but the direct originall of diuinations,and that 
they do manifeftly deriue themfelues from Idol gods, from 
 Jnfidels,fromIdolaters, 
 ‘Thisis further cuident likewife, by the generall current 
and reportof all hiftories,euen from the firftbeginning and 
_ foundation of Rome by Romulus, as through all-ancient 
writings and writers, the frequent mention of Augury, eA4- 
rufpicy,Extifpicy, andthe like, doth plentifully witneffe, The 
holy Scripture alfo and Word of God doth teftifie the fame; . 
Deut, 18. verfe-9, 10,11. where diuination by the flying of 
- fowles, by the obferuation of times, and the like,are recko- 
among the abominations of the Nations, or Gentiles... 
~ The originall then of Diuinations ifluing from Diuels(be- 
caufe from falfe gods,the gods of the heathen and Idolaters) 
let vs for the better noting of the abomination itfelfe , ob- 
ferue and point out fome of theif ceremonies, manners, and 
fuperftitionsalfo, 
Some in old time to diuine,as by the flying of fowles, 
foby viewing of lightning by monfters, by lots, by infpecti- 
on ofthe ftarres, by dreames, per monstra,c& portenta, fulgura, 
fortes, Infomnia, per Aftra, as Cicero teftifieth at large in. 
his bookes de Disinatione. Some did vfe to draw their Di- 
vinations out of tubs, or veffels of water, whereinto were 
caftcertaine thin plates of filuerand .gold, and other preci« - 
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lewels,bywhich the Diuels (which Infidelsignorantly 
galled theirgods) were allured to anfwere ynto demands, 
doubts,and queftions, asis by Pfellus defcribed, and was v- 
‘fual among the Affprian coniectors. Some deriued their Di- 
from looking-glaffes., wherein the, Diuell fatis- 


fied ynto-demands and queftious, by figuresand_flapes 


there appearing. | 


[his kinde of Diuination was called rezesuay rue where- 
‘ynto came very neere and was like yousuaeuay7ue, Some 
fetch their Diuinations by lots, taken from points, letters, 
_caracters, figures, words, fyllables, fentences, which kinde 

of diuination is. diftinguifhed by the name of xanegua7es, 
Ifwee fhould number vp euery particular kinde of fhape, 
wherein Diuination doth fhrowde it felfe , it would proue a 
Jong and tedious voyage,not onely through fire,water,ayre, 
earth, and other farre difantand diuided parts ofthe wide 
and fpacious world, but through fiues, riddles, the guts and 
_ bowels of the dead, and many other feeret haunts & holes, 
wherein. as the inuincible Labyrinths of intricate illufions, 
the diuell doth fhadow and hide his fubtill infidiation of 
Hee that defirethi more curioufly to reade other particu- 
Tarsherein, Ireferte him vnto S, Augu(tine, de natura Damo- 
num,and to Camerarius de Diuinationnm generibus. fufh- 
cient that the truth and poffibilitie of kindes of Diuina- | 
tions and the like, with their ceremonies,tites ,cuflomes,and 
fuperftitions ; as alfo their detefted originall, end, vfe, and 
abomination, is efteemed diuellifh by the Word of God,and 
his moft facred voice, wherein vnder thofe kindes of Diuina- | 
tion, by the flying of fowles, obferuation of times, Dent. 18, 
verfero, 11. and vaine gazing and beholding the ftarres,: 
47.19. he difplayeth iudgeth the nature and qua- 
litie of all other the like, couered by what ftyles or names fo. 
ever. The enumeration of any more forts, might increafe in 
number, and aduance curiofity,but can adde nothing in fub- 
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Wehaue fummarily (wherein: our information isfufficie 
compecence ) produced fome few fortsof ceremonies, 
rites, and fuperftitious geftures in both kindes, thatis,both - 
Belong to that kinde of Sorcery, which confiftethin 
aét,and working, asalfo that which is exercifed inDiuiwa= 


~ 


_ The general! rule and reafon is the fame, andextendeth’ 5.3 
‘Letvstheninthe conclufion thus conioyne thembothto-5 
gether. What man is he among men fo blind, who beholding 
in any man the former ceremonies, rites, prelufions, or ge- 
ftures, being fufpicious notes, markes, cognizances and 
badges of Sorcerers and Witches, in either kinde, and doth _ 
not thinke that he may with good reafon doubt the ordina-. - 
rie correfpondence of fruits, and workes anfwerable there-*yaft. Perkins 
to? Vntothe former prefumption, if circumftances of tirne, in his 
piace, inflruments and meanes, fitting fuch diuelifh op- Witchcraft, 
yortunitie, and the like doz adde their force, doth not iuft | 
~occafion of doubt increafe? For illuftration and example , spat di 
let vs fuppofe a perfon of a curiousand * inquifitiue difpofi- courfeof 
tion in things hidden orinhibited, aman voide of the feare Witch craft, 
and knowledge of God, a fearcher after Sorcerers, and their’ 
diuelifh Arts,educateamong them, by kindred, affinity, or paar Aen: 
meighbour-hood, with them hauing generall opportunitie fhe renounced 
ynto inchoation into that Diabolicall myfterie, a man likely God andall J 
and proneto become a receptacle of Diuels, expreffed b | 
his long obferued, or knowne flying froin or hating all o ~tolay hor ree | 
cafions or places, where the name, mention, erty OF renounced the. 
adoration of Almighty Godis in any kinde vfed; aman out Diuell and all 
whofe curfed lips hath at anytime beene heard,the * re- workes,the 
nouncing of God, or voluntary profeffion of loué & friend- 
vnto the Diuell (all which with horror fometimes my tion of thereas 
owne cates did heare, in a* woman at an open affife, being fon,(videlicer) 
there indited vpon fufpicion of Witch-craft.) “forthatthe _ 
Let vs yet further confider in the fame man, an extraordi- Piucl! had nes & 


nary alienation of himfelfe, from all focietie and any 


% 


(fof that familiar conuerfation with Diuels, be- 
gettech an hatred and deteftation,both of the remembrance 

4 .ofGod or fight of men) likewife a frequentation orfolemne 

Serres,fcom haunting.of defart * places, forfaken and vnaccuftomed of 
ine contelsion men,the habitations of and 


bFWitches This {eer ab. 8. 
4 Math. 8. Luke 8. (Marke 5. in the poflefled 


ren{uredin 


heraigneof poffleffed and the Witch, are boththe habitacles of 

Benry4.of Duels; with thisonely difterence,that the Witch doth wil. 

prance. lingly entertaine him. ~ 

: : _.His arftome of haunting tombesand fepulchers, in the 
one doth makeit probable, and credible in the other. Like- 

wife afolitary folacing himfelfe, or accuftoming abroad oft, 
and vfually alone, and vnaccompanied at times and houres” 

_ swnufualland vncouth to men, as the moft darke feafons of . 
the night, fitting the darke workes, and the workemen of — 
the Princeof Darknes. 

Let vs yet more particularly obferue this man branded. 

with the tind note, feeming or profeffing to practice 

workes aboue the power and poffibilitic of man, to threaten 
or promife to performe, beyond the cuftome of men, whe- _ 


+  therin generall, or toward any particular, In a-diuellifh in- 
tended action bent againft any particular, likewife wee may 
diligently examine any manifeft {peciall prouocation, firft 


_. +, giuen: fecondly, an apparent apprehenfion thereofexprefled 
by words, geftures, or.deeds : thirdly,intention ,or expecta- 
‘tion, fucceeding the provocation, fiarting out oft times, or 
jntimated by any rafh,vnaduifed,or fodaine proieAt,of head- 
* die and vnbridled paffion : fourthly, the opportunitie futable 
‘yntofuch an intended defleigne, astime and place compe- 
sent for acceffle,fpeech, fight, or receiuing from, or giuin 
yntothe particular, againft whom fuch diuellifh thoughts 
_ arefer, any thing, wherein any inchanted poweror vertue is 
Aftera Sorcereus deede is thus,certainely obferued to 
proceede wemay then further with vigilant circum{pecti-_ 
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onview, whether ought may be decééted; 100 
reioycing pride,or boafting theriti,thae Randeth 
&ed, or ought that may proue orexpreffe his'doabt, ot feare 


of difcouery, his: guilty-lookes cunning evafions:’ 
lying,or contradictory ‘anfweres;:and apologiesynto partis 


cularsvrged,; 


Thefe circumftances and the like; though each alone 


fingle, may feeme of no moment-or weight, yet'con curring 
together, or aptly conferred they oft. produceia werthffom 
_ whence dothiffue full and complete fatisfaction. ‘Veri finilia 
fingula pondere mouent , coaceruata multum proficiunt (aith 
Cicero) thatis,euery fingle:citcumftance hath his weight and 
but confenting:and concurring together, they do 
aduantage. Since then what-vertue or power feeuer, circume 
ftances and pre{umptions, doe vfually and generally viifold 


in all other fubie&ts or matters whatfoeuer thefame equal- 


ly and as largely, reafon doth here difplay and offerin 


Witch-craft: why fhould not the like praGtice thereafheres: 


in alfo-be vrged and found, as likely and fuccesfull? I do not 


commend or allow the vfuall rath 5 foolith and fantafticall 


abufe of circumftances, nor their wrefting and forging; nor 
the-coniuration or raifing vp of their 
withouc any fubftance or truth (as is too common aid Yule 
gar )out of meere fancy or defect of true iudgement, without 
thedile manifeftation of a certaine crime Ref in this kinde 
where all the former circumftances doe truly 
ally‘occurre,or moft of them, or themoft matetialfamone 
an apparant vncétroled precedent eudence of an 
_ vndoubted art of Sorcery , ‘and arenotindire@ly wrefted or’ 
guilefully extorted, but diredtly proued,and faitlyproduced: 

and vrged what man igioying his.common 
can beignorant, what cope and ‘faire fielde'they do 
yeeld:tofent, totrace and chace the mofthidden and feeret’ 
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3 moft clofe.couests and fubtill concealemenits? Dis 
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Edeenorafirme 

‘in. thomfelues fufficient to proue or condemne a Witch: but 
what sealonable man will or can doubt or deny,where firfta_ 

manifeft worke of Sorcexy;is with true iud ement difcernied, 


knowne:certainly perpetrate : that the former circum- 
 fhances and prefumptions pointing vnto a particular, doe 
giue fuficient warrant, reafon , and matter of calling that 
particular into queftion,and of inioyning & him yn- 
to purgation and iuftification: from thofe euill apparan- 
_.@es;-whereby through the: differencies, iarres, contrarieties, 
and contradictions. of the falie faces and vizards of feeming 
twuth(becaufe identity and ynity isproperly and folely found 
with tcuth it felfeinuiolable and the. fame )- guiltineffeis oft 
vnable to finde-acouertto hide it felfe, but rubbed or. gal- 
led the quicke,. doth breake out and iffueforth in his 
owne perfect and vndeceiuing likenc fle. It may be obiected,._ 
_ that, it doth commonly fall out, and is fo.oft feene, thatthe - 
hearts Witchesare by the Diuell fo pafleffed, fo hardned 
and fealed vp again{t all touch:, either ofany conf{cience,. or - 
the leaft fparke of the affeGtions of men left in them, that : 
there.is no. poffibility hope of any-preualence, by the 
prefling of any-prefumptions: or circumftances , which 
for the:moft pert wilkan{were with wilfull and pernerfe 

Thisis and may befometimes trite, yet is no fufficient rea- - 
fon, why due proofe and tryall fhould not-alwayes diligent... 
ly. be made herein, fince firft experience itfelfe doth witneffe | 
a manifelt; fecondly., the likereafonable | 
courfe and practice isknowne both véuall, fruitful, and efte- 
‘Gtuall in all other difquifitions;andinquifitions whatfoeuer: 
and thirdly,'the Diuell himfelfe, the Witches and Sorcerers’ 
great and graund Matter, _ 
Witches, as feldome {peaking-at alk, :and abounding with 
- farré more fubtiltic and cunning ; yet is henot able by all his. 

att or cunning; alwayes to, workes,;but by pre- 
famptions and cixcumftances, wife and vaderftanding hearts. 
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dee. off and difcouer asis bydayly experi- 
ence feene and ‘teftified , and is ‘confirmed by the wool 
-which all holy and godly men haué euer had thereof. And 
so this purpofe,and for this caufe'the holy Scripture doth re- 
quire Gods chofen children, to fift and trie the Spirits, whe- 
ther they be of God or no, that is , whether of 
Spirit, orof the euill {pirit whichis the Diuell: 
“Although therefore God for his owne fecret 
witpotae ermit the Diuell fometimes to hide andfhadow 
nie guilt of his affociates; Witches and Sorcerers, from the 
Sehr or depreheufion of man, and thereby, fometimes, 
fruftrate mans iuft endeuour and duty of their difcouery; yee 
doth hee not totally oraltogether herein fubi¢& , or captis 
uate, or abridge mans power or poffibility of preualence, e- 
uen againft allthe powerand force of Diuels , as ney. 
our dulleft fenfes cannot choofe but witneffe: 
Could the Diuell; or'thetr owrie craft deli 
uer the Sorcerers from deftruction out of the hands of Saul, 
iuftly deftroyed them al out of the land of Ifrael, 1.Sam, 
- 18.verfe 9. or out of the hands of Jofhua{ who according to 
_Jawe, tooke away or abolifhed all chat: had familiat Spitits, 
and Southfayers,2. Kings'chap: 23. verfe'24? The extirpati- 
on of thefe Southfayers, by thofe Princes, was commended 
_ of God, and by his Lawe commanded, Leuit. 20, 27. The 
fame Lawe of God commaundeth, that: ‘fio man beiudged 
of put to death , but by the mouth of two witnefies, from 
whence it is neceffarily collected; that the workes‘of Sérce- 
ryare not alwayes hidden, but oft-times fo ope,’ that they 
may be manifeftly noted ; otherwife, how could they be te-- 
which vnto their candenmatiet the Lawe doth 
is this Lawe of God any thing 
the cortimon equity ofall lawes, or froth itfelfe :firft, 
‘for that-miatiy: awotkes ‘of: ‘Sorcery do! immediately i in heir 
view, mmanifelt themfeles to the fenfe, asis euident, by 
culous atifit OF Egypt; piadti 
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fedrinethe of Pharaoh King of Egypt. Secondly, for that 
many workes are apparent manifeltly co Reafon,, in which, 
though the fenfe cannot-immediately-difcerne; ortakeno- 


tice of theix quality.and authour, -yer by neceffaryinference 


and evidence of reafon., they;are certainly and.demonftra- 
tiutcly, proued toifine from the power 8 force of Spirits 
Diuels, a8 hath beene formerly declared, concerning both 
works and alfo diuinations, prophecies, and revelations hid- 


fré.all-curiofiry.and poflibilixy of man. ‘Thirdly,for that: 


citcumftances and prefumptions doe with good and. likely: 
reafon-callinto queftion, and iuftly charge with fufpicion(as 


hathbeeninftanced concerning the performers & practifers 
of eeremoniousrites, fuperttitious peftures, actions& man- 


ners yfual vnto Witches & Sorcerers, Since then, as is before. 
proued; Almighty God doth inioine a.necefsity of teftimo- 
nies, vnto all condemnations & iudgements of death what- 
foriieryand teRtimony doth, al waiesneceffarily included ma- 

ifeftarid of whatfoeuer is teftified; either to fenfe,or reafon,. 
‘or both followeth as a neceffary conclufion vnto-all thar 


-hathbin fayd that fromthings either manifeft to fenfe , or 


-epident toreafon,iffueth wholly andfolely,not only the reas 
fonable and likely way-of detection of Witches, but-the very 
true way by God himfelfe, in.all'true reafon intended and 
commanded. Andtrom this way itis, both by multicudes of 

by: experience’ and reafon manifeft;that neither 
‘Witches, nor the Diucl himfelfe is altogether able tohideor. 
defend their guilt, Diligence therefore herein duely arid 
carefully, exercifing it felfe-certainely, fhall.not,.nor can 


proue the Lawe.af God vaine , nor'the owne.indeuour fru- 


ftrate-of yoyde),. although-haply, difficulties and impedi- 
ments mfy fometimes interrupt, as in all other cafes 


1 
| 
Thus: hath made -manifeltihow. Witch-craftis dif. 
couerableby fenfe, and:euident by reafon; likewife,that it is 
Bomoreinfceusable or hiddenfrom detection inthe inquifi- 
q tion. thereof, ‘by-fignes of prefumption, probable.and like) 
tign thereof, by fignes of prelumption, psobable.and likely 


coniefture or fufpicion,,. then alf.other intricate or,hidden 
fubiedts, or objects of the vader ftanding what focue For, 
although prefumptions.are alone nor dufficient proofe, yer 
doe they yeeld matter and occafion of diligent and iudicious 
inquifition, whichis the reafonable way.and.due method of 
vpright proceeding, and the common, hopefull and, wars 
ranted path vito all detections, ether cafes ofdoubs 
and difficulty. whatfocuers-wherein fee nojcaufe or reafon, 

why-iudicious,wary & wife praétice and proofe, weighing 

_ prefsing circumftances into the bone & marrow, fhould not — 
equally, in cafe. of Witch-craft,tas in al other cafes ofiudge- 
& inquifizions(thoughinos ever becaufe.that exceedes, 
thé nature of prefumption). Lay,,andas oft fhould. 
not confound theiguilty,and chafe and-winde out asfairean 

Certainely,ifimen would more induftrionflyexercife their” 
fharper wits, exquifite fepfe,:and awaked judgements, ac- 
cording ynto the former reafonable, religious,and iudicious 
wayes, éxempt from the burden and incumbrance of blinde 
fuperftitions, traditionarie-and imaginarie inuentions and 
cuflomes, no doubt, but experience would yeeld and bring 
--forthin sime,a much more sich nereale of fatisfagtion, 

and more happy detectioniniudiciall proceedings, 
_.. Itis true, that in the cafe of Witch-craft many things are — 

very difficuls; biddenand infolded.in mifts and.clouds ,oucr- 

fhadowin gour reaton and be fivnderftanding.: Bow). 
Notwithflanding; whyfhoald manbde 
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difcoucry,whenthefame 
darkneffe, obfcuritie, difficultie and doubtfulne ung 
and concerning tip 
this life of mortalitie, much moreis thas whichis ynknowney 
| thenthat whichis knowne and renealed vatovs;,..°) 5 
_ Heneeis thatancientfaying of thePhilofophes: Hoctans 


they are nothing in comparifon of the infinite number and | 
multitude of fuch things, as are either 
{cure orinfcrutable. 
to deny that God hath: giuen ynto mana great mea- 
fure of knowledge in many things, were not onely grofle 
darkneffe and blindneffe,but great ingratitude, yea impiety. 
Neuertheleffe, it were alfoas great fatuity not tofee orac- 
“knowledge , that God hath: mixed this knowledge with 
_ much intricate difficultie and ambiguitic, which notwith-. 
ftanding hedoth in his wifedome more or leffereueale, 
ftribure and difpenfe;in feuerall: meafures,ynto feuerallmen, = 
according ‘to theit ‘feuerall cares, ftudies , indefatigable 
paines, and more induftrious indeauour, in fecking and in- 
quiring it:in defe&t whereof more commonly then either in 
Gods reftraint; or natures » mens 
| one are fooften annihilate, 


* 


Stmue religion doth each she true 
Godin‘that' manner which he requireth,8¢‘com- 
UR mandeth':°fo fiperftition in’an vnapt meafure or 
gndininer doth offér'vp facrifice her vaine & foolith zeale or 

her. and her facrifice, thus doth Al- 

tie reply; Whe required thisat your hands?Ihate 

Oratour could Lay; Religio continetur cults pie 


fe. 


‘Drie religion confifteth: in the holy and true wor: 
thip of God; Wuto the aduancing ofthe worthip of the true 


uice 
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the performance t thercforeof itis: fo 
and truely religious, tofecke their extermination’ by. thofe 
meancs, and in thatmannet,which Almightie God doth ap- 
roue and allow : fo with mifgouerned zeale or feare, inthe 
ignorance, or iegleétof the right manner or way,inconfides 


rately to follow vnwarranted: pathes thereto; is 


Iulins Sealijer, in: his third booke of Poetrie, deferit 
beth very liuely the nature of Superftition. Superftitio fatisfa~ 


cit ad.notandum enmhabitum,gquo metuimus, ant Deum finera 

‘tione,aut ei opera attribuimus que opera ne cogitanit quidem UK» 

qua mille, that is, this word Superftition doth ferue to fee 


rth fuch an habite or difpofition of minde , wherein wee 
worfhip orfo-feare God; as is voide of caufe or reafon, or - 
vnto our owne hurt or damage,we attribute vnto God,as of 


God thofe workes or things, which AlmightieGod himfelfe 


-neuerthought or intended.~The word which the Greekes 
vie for Superftition,is incon{ulta abfurda dinina 


patentie formido,that is,in abfurd,and il-aduited feare or wo; 
fhip of God, which certainely.is there, ‘wherehe neither 
quircth i it, noris true caufe reafon either’ of fuch worthip, — 


erin fuch fort or manners) 


Inthis fpecial part of the of: 


God, namely, inthe difeougry of Witch-ciaft and Sorcery, 


as wee haue before laboured to finde out thofe wayes which 
are lawfull, iuftifiable, and allowed - fo let vs now briefely 
difplay. the folly and: vanity of erroneousand blinde'pathes, 
pointing deceitfully thereto; that wee feeke not fuperftici-_ 
oufly to ferue God}: in our inioyned-and andéd das 


the difeoueriesiof Witches with out owne vanities 


or follies, rafhinuentions,or deui¢es, but irireafonable; iuft, 


difcreeteand religious toteeding, which is fole- 


‘ 
‘ 
“Ay 
& 


vawott y 


any ferious that they (carce de- 


the bewitched, by beholding the face ofa Prieft, by being 


touched by hallowed oyntments, or liniments, by ver- 


of exorcifation, of of certaine mum- 
bled facted.or myfticall: words.) 

' Twill therefore omit thefe, as by time it felfe w worne exe- 
leté found worthleffe, and almoft of later writers left name- 
leffe, and-will onely oppofe and examine fuch later experi- 
ments, as doe i ous: time: om moft -preuaile in 


“CHAD. 


rT. is sharche cafting of fi poled Wit- 
chesibourid into the water, and the water refufing or not 
fuffesing them,to finke within her bofome orbowels, is 
an infallible detection that fuch are Witches, 
Tfthis experiment be true, then;muft: it sieceffarily fobe, 
either as a-thing ordinary, or as.athing extraordinary be= 
gaufenothing can happen orfall one;thatis nat 
_Chat.which is ordinary, is likewife chat vihich 


ipansucall. inthe fecond of his Ethicks, 
narur 


joquodaliter that is, 
novocherwite,then ebenthe fame.Frd whence 
itdothfollow.by.good quent; chat whatfoeucris ordi- 
which is the of natures) : 
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‘ordinarie 
powerof God, inthe ordinarie courfe ‘and gouernment of 


[chen thi 
thing is-vulgarly efteemed) iemuftbee found 
naturall, Ifit cannot be found naturall,ic cannot-be 
erdinarie. Thatit is not,nor cannotbe natorallis manifeft. 


-Firft;for that the ordinarie nature of things fenfelefle,and 


yoide'of reafon, doth:not diftinguifh: ene perfon from, an= 
other, vertue from vice,:agood man from an euill man; This: 
Sauiour himfelfe dosh confirme, Afath, 5. verfe 45.God 

to arifeon the the good, end, 
fendethraine on the iuftand-yniuf. 
~ Nay,we may further obferue in the booke. of Godyand ale 
forcadein the booke of nature and. common experience,thae. 
the common benefit of nature, is not onely vouchfafed.vnto- 


all wicked men indifferently, ‘but ‘cuen -vnto Diuels, thems, _ 


felues; who.doenot onely participate in nature the common; 
effence, faculties and powers, proper vatothefubftance and 
nature of all other Spirits; but alfo doe exercife thefe. powers. 
and fpirituall forces. viually vpon other inferiour natures, 
fubie&t vnto their fupernaturall, nature, reach and efficacie, 


as isoft feenein their werkes euen vpon ne bodies & goods | | 


of the bleffed Saints andfonnes of God, ° 


- UHereby theniseuidenc, that nature’ cannot take notice,ow. 


diftinguif a wicked. MAD; Dinell,, and 


much leffe a Witch, 
Buthere may be obiected, that divers heasbe fin m-. 


ple many ftrange and wondred effedts, by an hid- 


den fecret,and occult quality,and property.in nature,tho h 


there appeare: no ‘manjfeft qualitie oft-timesin them, by” 
which in reafon:or: orababilicie they fhould.or can bee offen 


theretos Bhyficions layly witneffe and. ProuR 


Why may there. ‘Rot: bee Fikewile. yeclded the 


: 
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the elemencof waverjand thereby 2 Witch as 
well withoucknowne:caufeor reafon thereof imnature; not- 
withftanding naturally the euils or difeafes both. of body: 
andiminde, are both detected; andicured by elementary fub-_ 
{tances ox compofitions,in which thereisnomaniteft known 
Ptistruely anfwered, char alchougtrim this fuppofed expe- 
riment of the difpofition of the: element of water towards 
Witches. cafwaktiomay haply fomerintes: feeme tosiuftifie ic 
true; yet‘is nor ‘this fufficient toeuinceic a thing naturall. 
Thole. chings witch are natural; neceffarily andieuer pro. 
duce their effect; except fome manifeft or extraordinary in- 
terception or impedimenthinder 
figrily, ordinarily, and. alwayes burne 
atid any combultible: matter or fuell being added: 
‘thevere? except cither forme! manifeff orextraordinary hin- 
dratice oppofe it. The like nvay be fayde ofall other elements 
for thei? natural effeRs imtheir properobiedts, Nacural me- 
dicines like wile, ifrightlyaccommodated with prudence,art 
arid diferetion'ynto theright dieafe, doe neuer faile their 
“Phis, Almighty God in his holy writ doth confirme , and . 
long and‘aged experience of many: hundreths of yeareshath 
fuccefhuely witneffed;wherin the ancient records of all lear- 
ned Writers; hawe eter ceftified innumerable medicinalherbs 
and drugges , certainly and truly tobee'euerthefame. Pre- 
-  fenttimes do likewife fee and-witneffe it,.andno mar doth: 
ov can doubritinithe risheproofe) Concerning any fuch 
tire or'cuftome ini the elementof water,ih the refragation of 
Witches., who'was as-yet cuet! able co write and fully re-. 
folue, or proueit‘ordinary, neceflary;: certaine euer or for 
che moftipatr, niotfaylingeas is it courfe of natuce moft infal- 
and ‘neve doubted Whar! fotmerapeshaue fuccel. 
fiuely vouchfafed the mention of truth or certainty therein? _ 
Hath Almighty God; fortuch as approved any opini- 
oi orthought thereof? novrathet to 
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Gentiles, which Ged,in, his-people doth deteft, Dest .28. 
werfe 2 Doe-all men inourtime, or goodand iiftimen a- 


‘ 


che: abominstians of the 


uouch their owne proofein the tryall thereof ?.Or-contrari- 
wife, do not many wife, religious, learned and.equall minds 
with reafon reiect and contemne' it? Dooth Law as yet 
eftablifh it, or.reafon proue it ?;Hewcanitthenbe propofed 


equiualent with thofe reafonable meanes or wayes,of iuft 


-eaine andinfallible ?. 


proceedings er tryals, which God, his diusne:Lawe, his law 


of nature, iudgement, reafon, experience, and the lawes of 


amen haueieuer witnefled, perpetually and onely aflured cer- 

wanteth the yniverfallceftimony of former ages:and 
Writers;. in this our age itis held in jealafie with the moft 
judicious, fage, and wif Ithathnoreafonableproofe, ne 
duftifiable tryal hath dared te atiouchitvpon publikeretord, 
no lawehath as.yet, thought it and 

the Lawe of.Gedisnot proued to proue or approuc it: If it 
had beene athing naturall, ordinary, of neceflary, cer- 
operation or, power, and therein fo evidently’ remarke- 


able , it isimpeofsible it fhould haue efcapedauthenticall ap- 


is, whether be 


probation, or the fame notable teftimonies, which all other 
tryed. truchs:haue euet obrained, From the ‘former premifos 
therefore we conclude; that it cannot bea thing natural! 
If itheenotordinary:, ehen isit:notal- 
“wayes-the fame; if not alwayesthedame ; then isiit fome- 
timesfayling,; iffometimes fayling; then ist infallible; 
af not snfatlible, then true iudgement or-iuftice tobee 
srufted.or credited. now:remayneth to enquire, whether 
Deing-preued falfe as ordihary,, he proudd trucas 
extraordipasy-(forito effec ant it, isaniimpolsi- 
bility.ia'nasure, and ahabhirdiry mneafon.pi 
‘may be judged andi the nexedonhit 
bring extraordinary onniiracii- 


lous, itbe of God orof thedD ime Ha 704 


The fhould bedfGed, 
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-45,for an element whieh is io 
and thefefore bythe myraculous 8¢-extraotdinary power of 
God, doth reiedtand refufe thofe who theit 
yowe: and:promife thereby, ‘of fort 
‘ate Witches... 
fthisreaton befound and good ; not Bread 
Wioc,being elements in: that Sactametic ofthe Eucha=— 
‘rift, bedikewifenoted and obferued to turne backe, or flye a- 
‘way from the'throates; mouthes, and teeth of Witches and 
(i forthe former reafon, the water beirg an element in” 
the Sacrdiment of couenant, made withGod, ‘in 
tiation into the faith, doe for that caufe refute to 'recciue 
‘Witches ‘intocher: bofothe}»aind thereby ‘gine an isifallible 
proofe ofaiWirch Why; I fay, fhould not by tie fame 
reafon Breadand Wine; bein; elements i inthe Sacrament of 
‘confirmationand growth of faith, refafe and fly from thofe 
much more; whofe faith and madevnto Godin ri- 
atid more ynderftanding yeares is by them renounced ? 
‘And why for that caufe,(hould not Bread and Wine become 
as infallible markes and deteStion of | 
‘Witches? Ifthe reafon be good én the firft, itmuft neceflark 
ly be the fameriuthefecond ; andif it fay ylein the fecond;: it. 
-eannot be good or found in the firft. Neither dothitor can 
“gt fland-with any good reafon at all, that becaufe fo {mall 
part of the element of water , is fet-apart. vnto thatireligious 
-feruice.in the'Sacrament; therefore’; the whole elenient of 
‘water, of all other-watersmuft thereby obtaineany general 
common propertie aboue the kinde ornmature, Neither is 
as'yet agreed; or concluded generally:among the moft lear= 
ned,and rcuerend Diuines} whether chat fall part: of water 
-whichiia pertionlar: is ferapart vfed in the: Sacratient, . 
sdoth thereby receive any: atalbin ful. 
ftance effence:, nature, ‘or quality, If'then that ‘part of 
‘the clement-of water-it felfe; which is hallowed-into that 
vfe,be not manifefted,or apparantly proved ther- 
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vertue vnto other waters, which did not participate ther- 

‘with in the fame religious feruice. Except thei there’ may 

‘be prouedby this teligious vfeofwater, {ome more endow: 

‘ment of fenfe or religion therein, therris in other elements, 

why fhould it more fly froma Witch ther the fire, then the . 

ayre, then the earth ? The fire doth warme them, the ayre 

flyeth not from them, but giueth them breathing; the'earth 

‘refufeth ‘notto bearethem,, to feede them , to buty them. 
‘Why then fhould the water alone runne away or flye from 
them? It may bee anfwered, thatitis a muiraclé , whereof 
therefore there neither can nor ought reafon in nature to be 
deinaunded or giuen, Ifit bea miracle, it is either a true mi- 
racle, whieh onelyandfolely doth exceede the power of any | 
*created nature, orisafeeming miracle bythe power of the *Non eft cr 
Diuell, working effects inrefpeé& of mans reafon,nature;and qui 


power fupernaturall and impofiible ; notwithflandi g con- 
format: nec 


fined and limited within the generall- rule; reafon and power ouifquam hoe 
of he * cannot exceed or tranf{cend, poreft nifivnu 
being a finite ereature, and no infinite Creator, - Creator Deus 
Miracles ofthe ‘firftkinde, are raifing from the dead the 
fonne of the-widdow of Sarepta, by Elias 3. of the kings,17. All 
the-diuiding-the water of Jorden with Elias cloake, 4. of the porett finon 
Kings 2. the curing of the ficke by $,Pas/s handkercher, AG, prohibetur, § 
.19. the raifing Lazarus by our blefled Sauiour and the pont Fa 
-Miraclés of the'fécond kinde, are all the ‘workes of the | 
Enchanters-of ¢ypt, Exod. 7. which were onely diuelliff: dum home peg 
‘fleights; cunning * imitations, counterfets,; and ‘Diabolicall teft,ambulare 
refemblances and fhadowesof the true myracles; wrought 
Almightie God, inrthe hand ofhis feruant AZafes. orl 
Ifthismyracle ; or this miraculous detection“of Witches permitaur, 
-water, be of this later kinde, itis of the Diuell,and is not *Petr.Lomb; 
to be efteemed or named, where the Name feared 
__-° For although the cunning fraude of the Diuell, aboue and 
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map, doefoliuely oftatimes calt before our eyes, the oug- 
_-wardthapeand fimlitude of the myraclesofGod,thatman 
is not ableeafily to diftinguifhthem, oratfirft fightto puta 
_ true difference yet muft men ftudioufly, and circum{peAly 
bee aduifed herein, leftrathly they confound, or equall the 
vile and abieét illufions of that damned creature the Diuell 
(though neuer fo wonderfullin our cyes,) vnto the infinite 
power of the Almighty Creator, in his trucand truely crea- 
ted:myracles, which is an high difhonour ynto our God, and 
this the holy Scripture hathadmonifhed and 
warned the.weakenefie of humane .vnderftanding, notto be 
tranfported by fignes. and wonders, nor to truft or giue cre- 
dit toeuerymyracle : and our Sauiour himfelfe, ALath. 24, 
ee werfe 2.4. pas furnifh his Difciples with carefull warning 
herein, And §.Zobu, in hisReuclation fore~telleth,that in the 
2% | later, dayes and times,the Diuell and the great Whore of Ba- 
bylen, fhall with great ignes, wonders, and myfacles, {e- 
+ duceand deceiue thelaftages,and peopleof the world. 
this caufe, faith Saint Auguffine, 13. vpon the 
Gofpell of Saint Lobn, Miraculis decipi non debemus, that is, he 
thatidoth myracles, is nothing, ifthey bee notdone in-ynity 
Since chen myracles are of no walidity , except certaine 
and truely knowne to be of God; and fince alfo it is not eaf 
fox eucry Spirit so difcerne thercinslet ypduely examine and 


fifethisioutfuppefed and propofed myracle inthe tryall and 


cap. 12 an a-tractate concernisg the re- 
licks'and: Monuments of Saints,cogether with myracles,doth 
-pitlewery honeft;found, and fubfantiall diteétion. 
> Bit, myraclesbe found andallowed by 
Secondly, that the perfons by whom they are fir. reuca- 
Jecbor sniowne, or by whem they are auouched, betefhes ido- 
exceptionemaierss, thatis,shat shey-be wosthy 
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neffes of vndoubted and’ vnftained crediand worth, ‘free 
from all iuftexception,of holy life,and vnftained conuerfati? 


be efteemed, or receiued asoftruth, = 


farre our vulgar tryaflof Witches, by the fuppofed 


miraculous indication and deteétion of thetm by rhe water,is 


different from this care or refpect, this ‘equitie, religion, or - 


huimanitie, common ptattice doth openty declare, wher 
without allowance of any law, or refpect of common chuili= 
tie, euery private, rath, perfon, vpon his owne 
furmife of a Witch, dare barbaronfly vadertake by vnciuill 


force, and lawleffe'violence, to caft poore people bound'in- » 
ro'the water, 8ethere dercine them, for their owne vaineand 


foolith lufts, without fenfe, or care of the fhamefil wrong, ot 
injury, which may befall oft-timesinnocents therthy. 


Thoughrhis kinde of tryall ofa Witch,might haply proue: 


it felfe worthy to be allowed, yet is it net in euery priuate 
perfon iuftiffable,or rolerable, or without warrant of autho- 


ritie in any fort excufable. The manner therefore of this vul- 


sar tryall, muft needs with iuft and honeft mindes, yncon- 
troucrfedly, and vidoubredly, be rufticall, barbarous, and 
-rudé, Now to returne againe into the truth of the myracle it 
Gale 
Firft, Iet vs enquire with Petrus Greg 
lawes or authoritie haue admitted it as true. 


Secondly, whatreligious, reuerend, iudicious, praue, or 
hdly Spectators, or eye-witneffes doe auouchit. Letvs yet 


farther procéedé with the faite Author, in the fore-tiamed 


Symragma, lib. 34. cap. 2x. and by fome other rules, farther 
_ examine this mytacle;ifit bee well and duely auouched and 
credited, concerning the being thereof, whether that being 
“bénot a being of che Diuet,and of his mytacles, Conarns om- 

nis Dameénnm (laith'that Author) vmambaber generalem {co- 
pum, operibus Dei fe obycere,ei debituns honorém fur 


fibs lucri facere, avero Deo retrahere. That is, 
the works of the Diuell haue one generalf {cope ; 


gorius, What religious | 
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gaine them vyato himfelfe. Let vs nowconfider the fore-na- 


‘ 


fe them felues again{t the workes of: God, torob God 
hi 


of his honour, to draw the hearts of men from God, and to 


Concerning the approbation thereof nd any religious 
lawes or authority, J haue neuer read my felfe,no 

by others,of any authentike fuffrage from clafficall Author, 
and with good reafon, I may conceiue and iudge anullitie 
therein, | | 


_ Concerning any religious, learned, and iudicious Specta~ 


tors and auouchers of this myracle , whofe faith and credit _ | 


may be wholly free from all iuft exception, it hatheuer been — 
a difficult and hard taske to furnifh any true fufficiencie.or _ 
competencie in this kinde though multitudes of {warmes of | 
deceiued Vulgars, continually and violently obtrude their 


_ phantafticall fominations. Since then as yet there doth no 
manifeft Jaw ftand vp this myracle, and the 


learned, religious, and holy manable to difcerne and iudge, 
and free from exception, is not atall, or hardly to be produ- 


ced or found to auouch or countenance it true; itmay bee 


with good reafon fulpected, and that reafon may iuflly dif- 
{wade all fodaine,rafh,or haftie credit or ruft thereof, Now 
let vs examine, if ic were vndoubtedly to be affumed as true, 
whether being true, it be not as truly of the Diuel, And firft 
let vs confider, whether it doe not oppofe the workes of 
God, which was the firft direCtion of Itis herein 
truly conuicted , becaufe the nouelty and fuppofed miracu- 

lous force and might thereof, doth firft vfually and eafily in- 


- tife vnfetled braines, rafbly to forfake the wayes of iudge- 
- tment and iudicious legall proceeding, which is the ordi- 


nance and worke of God : fecondly , doth imbolden ftag- 
gering and ynrefolued minds prefumptuovfly without war- 
rantto expect, to aske or feeke a figne or miracle, which or- 
dinarily or vnneceffarily required,our bleffed Sauior apertly 
condemneth, Math.16, An adulterous & vnbelecuing gene-_ 


sation doth feckeafigneor miracle. - 


morhaucheard. - 
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ly oppofeth againft the decree and work-of God; folikewife 
by giuing occafion and way, that fuppofed miracles may be- 
-come vulgarly common and ordinary, whereby the true mi- 
_ racles and miraculous workes of God alfo may grow with 
yndifcerning men oflefle efteeme, vile and ofno acco mpr. 
 Nammiracula Dei affiduitate viluerunt.(fayth .eA 
themiracles and miraculous worksiof God, being oft feene, 
become-of {mal or.no reputation. The fecond tryall of a falfe 
miracle , was the robbing of God of his due honour and 
praife , which in this propofed miracle is partly proued, by 
making the extraordinary worke or vfe of miracles ordinary, 
and thereby derogating fromthe power, worth and nature 
of Gods true miracles (asis before fayd) partly, by vnthank- 
ful vnder-valewing, omitting or relinquifhing the ordinary 
meanes of tryals and detections of deubtful] truths, which 
God hath made and giuen in his good grace; and therefore 
their contempt and negledtis a manifelt robbing of God of 
his due prayfe and glory therein, The third tryall of the Di- 
_uels property in miracles, was the feducing of mens hearts 
from.God vnto himfelfe, which in our fuppofed miracle may 
be neceflarily concluded. For if the miracle it felfe bee vpon 
good ange before alleaged; rightfully deemed to bee of 
the Diuell, it muft neceffarily follow, that whatfoeuer e- 
fteeme or ms, aN isgiuen thereto, is a fecret facrifice of 
ignorance.or Mperftition vnto the Diuell,-and an bidden and 
couert feduGtionfiom God, Andthushathbeen:proued, or 
at leaft, with good reafonalleaged : Firft, that the tryall of 
Witches by water, is not naturall or according to any reafon 
in nature. Secondly, if it be extraordinary and a miracle,that_ 
it is in greater likelihood and probability a miracle of the 
Diuell to infnare, then any manifeft miracle of God to glo- 
rifie his name, which is the true end of right miracles. Con- 
cerning the other imagined trials of Witches,as by beating, 
{cratching, drawing bloud from fuppofed or fulfpe&ted 
ches, whereby itis fayd that the fits or difeafes:of the be- 
witched doe ceafe miraculoufly sas alfo concerning the bur- 
7 ning 
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ning of bewitched cattell, whereby itis fayd, that the Witch 
-ismiraculoufly compelledtoprefencherfelfe, 
Thefe,and'thedike, I chinke i¢ vaine end needleffe, parti- 
cularly or fingly to confute,becaufe it doth directly appcare, 


‘by their examinatid according tothe former rules produced, 


again{t the naturalizing of the detection of Witches, by ca- 
_ fting them into the water, that firftthey are excluded out of 
_ thenumber of things naturall : fecondly,that being reputed 
‘as miracles, they will alfo bee rather iuftly iudged miracles 
of the Diuel,then of God, by the former reafons which haue - 
ftripped the fuppofed miraculous detection of witches by the 
water, of any hopefull opinion that they can be of God. — 


CHAP. XV. 


The exploration of Witches, by fispernaturall renelations in the bee 
__ witched, by fignes and fecret markes, declared by the bewitched 
to bein the body of the {u{petted Witch, by the touch of the Witch 

curing the touched bewitched, 


Witch, carrying in their firft view.afar more won- 
dred reprefentation then any or al the former explo- . 
rations, One is, when perfons bewitched, fhallin the time 
of their ftrange fits or traunces nominate or accufea Witch, _ 
and for atrue teftimony againft him, or her, thus nominated, 
fhallreueale fecret markes in his er her body ,. never before 
feene or knowne by any creature ; nay, the very words or 
works, which the fuppofed , or thus nominated Witch fhall’ 
be acting or {peaking infarre diftant places , euen in the ve- 
‘moment and pointof time, while they are in acting or- 
fpeaking; all which I hauefometimes my felfe heard'and feen — 
proued true. This is reputed a certain conuiction of a Witch,. 
Another miraculous tryall of 2 VVitchand like vnto this, © 
wendctfull is, when a fuppofed VVitch required by the be~ 


‘T “BY Here remain as yet other miraculous explorations of © 
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 witched doth touch’him or her(though when vnknewne or 
ynperceiued by the bewitched themfelues, yet according to 
the predi€tion of that iffue by the bewitched, he or fheeim- 
mediately are delivered from the prefent fit or agonic,, that 
was vpon him orher, which I haue alfo my felfe feene. 
-Forthe better difcouery of truth in thefe fo wondred diffi- 
culties, let vs firft recall to minde thefe few obferuations in 
our former Treatife determined and proued, Firft; that the 
Diuel-doth many miraculous and fupernatural things meere- 
ly fimply and alone of himfelfe, for bis owne ends, and with- 
out the inftigation or aflociation of a Witch, This was made © 
. manifeft by his conference, difputation and fpeech with 
Ena after a miraculous manner, out of the body ofthe Ser- 
pent, when as yet neither Witch, nor Witch-craft werecomé 
into the world. Secondly, that the Diuellis ableto obtrude 
or impofe his fupernaturall or miraculous workes ypon men, 
againft their knowledge, liking, will or affeétion,and being 
vnireqiired, This'is his tranfueCtion of the body of 
eur bleffed Saviour, as alfo by his violent cafting of the bo- 
dies of the poffeffed, amon é the people mentioned in’ the 
Gofpell. Thirdly, let vs not here forget fpecially, that hee is 
able to tranf{mit and fend vnto, or intomen ynrequired, and 
without theirdefire or affér, fecret powers, force, knowledge, 
i]luminations,and fupernaturall revelations. This was proved 
by the poffeffed in the Gofpel, from a fecret and hidden 
reuclation and power, aboue and beyond themfelues , wete — 
able to veter that highmyftery,as yet hidden from the world; 
that Iefus wasthe Sonne of the liuing God. This could not 
be knowne vnto them, by their owne reafon or nature , be- 
ing aboue and beyend all reafon or nature,and by grace only 
then begun tobe reuealed yntothe bleffed Difciples them- 
felues, ‘To thinke that the pofleffed could have that know- 
ledge equally'with the Difciples by the fame grace, were im- 
_ pious derogation from their Apoftolicall priuiledge and pre- 
‘rogatiue ther¢in; vnto whom did’properly belong the firtt 
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-Diuell, according vnto or 


This fapernaturall reuelation therefore was transfufed in- 


to the pofieffed by the Diuell, who could net be ignorant of 
the Lyon of /ada,the mighty deftroyer of his {pirituall king- 
- dome, lony before the difciples were borne, or. capable of 


knowledge, Andthus hauing recalled. thefe obferuations, 

from them doe iffue thefe neceflarie inferences, Firft, that all 
fupernaturall aGts.or workes in men, are notto bee imputed 
ynto thofe men, Secondly, that for this caufe thofe fuperna- 


turall workes; are onely to be imputed vnto men which the 
-Couenant which thofe 


mendo practifeand produce, 


_. Andfor this caufe,in the inquifition of Witch-eraft,when 


we haue,tmely firft detected an act, done by. a fpirituall and 


fupernaturall force(becaufe itis-inall lawes iniurious; to ac- 
-cufe of any act, before it be certainely knowne'the act hath 


been committed) then,and not before, wee ought indeuour 


direétly and neceffarily to,proue the contrat , confent, and 
affeGtion,of the perfon fufpected, vnto,; or:in that fupernatu-— 
rall aét, that being no leffe effentiall, to deteé&t and difcoucr 


the ttue.and vndoubted Witch ,. then the fupernaturall aét, 
being certainely apparent, doth yndoubtedly proue the Di- 


_Ehis equall regard, in cafe of Witch-craft, ought to bee 


carefully ballanced, without which vaine and ynftable men; 


fhall ever at their luft and pleafure, vpon affectionsand paffi- 


ons,be priuiledged with impunity,to lay yniuft imputations, 


and.vfe wrongfull violence and oppreflion, beyond all equi-. 


% 


- When therefore men that are prudent, iudicious,and able 


- todifcerne, do firft aduifedly vpon good ground and reafon, 
adiudge a fupernaturallact evidently donc, or at, leaft wor. 


thy to be fufpected:: fecondly , Shall by iuft and reafonable 


proofe, orat leaft lively. and faire pre{umption.; detect.the 


 Gontract, affection, or.confentof.any manin that act, then 
and not before, is the accufation,inquifition,and inditement 
of Witch-craft, againftany man 


Fox. 
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no attofa naturallman and is the immediate Hand 
Diuell(as is formerly proued)ités the mansiconfent, 
couenane Diviell that Be- 

ing detected and difcouered ‘doth and 
rouchima Witch,and not the aét ic felfe. 
Thefe obferuations ; and confidetations, neceffarily? 
| let-¥s now proceed: the:two former propoun~: 
ded experiments of of ‘Witches; 

‘Ivis neceffarily true, thacit can folely proceed from/a fae’ 

pernaturall power, that the bewitched are inabled in their: 
traunces, tofore-tell the: fequel of the fuppofed Witches; 
touch: the nominated Witch, fhall according=i 
ly. touch imnnediately’ free and difpotfett the Sicke of 
the ewitched of their agouties.. > 


as: neceffarily truealfo, chit ie can folely, 
from a fupernacurall power’; that the bewitched: areable’” Herein the 


in their:traunces\to. nominate the moft fecret and hidden Piste! 
‘markesim the bodies of thefatpetted Witch pher prefeht Ga 
fpeech ” in farre diftanr: places, “and the like, in his holy 
but whether thefe miraculous ‘Reitelations, with their:ans:Propher, whq 


fwerable euents, ou to beéefteemed iuft:conuiions' able byhi 
diuine feuclas}: 


the perfons thus: fupermacurall. fing ery: pomted out: | 
and alfo they: Goo por 
of the Diuelli8 very: materiall, examine ‘and conw the King fpakd | 
fider. inhis Priuy 
neceffiticand yfe, bent folely -varo the immediate: fpeciall 
exttaordinary gtorificationof God Heherein alf 
Whatanere. extraordinary: elbsiication of ‘can bee Di 
pretended in'the deredtian: eeine 
Witch-craft, then. ofany other fonecommittedjas immedi nicl,when he || 
ately againft. God, and: with ashigh an hand? Witch-craft is was vader the: 
indeed onekinde.of horrid: renuntiation; and forfaking of | 


this. 


| 
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concealed defection : as the open curfings ; 
wilfull blafphemings, and {pitefull railings God, ;cuen 

his face, profefied: hatred. and contempt of God. 

_,Ameng many Offefiders in thefe kindes, after their owne 
letigiprouoking continuance therein,and Almighty God his 
ohecakesiil long fuffering and patience: fome few fome- 
times haue been made hideous {pectacles and examples vnto 
the reft, of the infinite power and iuftice of God, his vn- _ 
fufferable difpleafure; indignation and direfull reuenging 
wrath. In.this number was, for fome time, Nobmchodonofor, 

and Pharaoh King of e£gypt, and in later times Julian the A- 

poftata, and others the like. Many other as high Blafphe- 

mers, and defpifers of God, notwithftanding haue been per- 

mitted to efcape any flich miraculous punifhments, or feare- 

full notorious expofings yntothe worldsview. 
Rabfbakeb,sailing on the liuing God, in the open view and 

“hearing of the men of //rae/, and Olofernes denying the God 

offieauen, were notmiraculoufly,or by any immediate hand 
ofGod{mitten, but were fuffered to grow on, vntill their. 
of confufion was ripe. That high degree of blafphe- 
ry ‘mic againft the Sonne of the liuing God, hanging vpon the 
Croffe for the finnes of mankinde, committed bythe cruell 
8chards+hearted Iewes,in fcorning ,fcoffing, and {pitefull de- 
jrifion both of God in heauen;AZath: 2.7.verfe 43. and alfo of 
the eternall Sauiour of che world, defcended from heauen, 

‘-wasnot by God then extraordinarily reuenged (as the in- 
comparable greatneffe of the finne might feeme to require) 
but wasin’ Almightie Ged his iuft iudgement, fuffered, 
fillia the duetime, theirowne execrations, and curfings of 
| themfelues, and their pofterity, thereby to haften and. pur- 

 thafe the effufion ofthat holy innocent bloud, did fall vpon 
them foheauily,zhattheirwhele Nation, People,and King- 

ono dome, became extirpate;-vile;and vagabond for euer 
the face ofthe earth, It is recorded in the Renelation, chap.1 3, 
‘werfe'5,6,7. concerning the Beaft, that he opened his mouth 

vato blalphemy againft God, his Tabernaclejand the 
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hat he fpake great’ ighiy blafphexkies, yer 


uen vnto him to and | 
By few examples itiseuident, thatneithershe hei 
nature, the quantitie, northe qualitie of themoft aboniis 
nable, or provoking finne, moft odious vntoGod. and 
doth: or alwaiesdraw downe from: heaven) yponiit 
felfe a miraculous immediate hand of Gods wrath: Wemay 
cally inftance the like concerning the finne-of Witch-craft, 
which is our particular fubiect. | 
Although by the hand ofhis holy Saint Paul, Als 
mighty God did miraculouflyfmite the Sorcerer Elymai,and | 
as writers report; Simson Magus, by the hand of St Perer mule 
titudes of focieties of other Sorcerers, South-fayers among 
the Caldeans,e{caped not onely the. hands of Mabuchodonofer, 
inhis wrath; hut as it feemeth: in. the prophecie of Danie 
they:liued many-yéares'in high efteeme, fame, and renowne; 
bothi in their owne Nation, ‘arid alfoin forreine Countreys; 
yea through the world, There i is nodoubr, that egypt like= 
did abound:with fwarmes of Sorcerers, as the holy 
- Scripture, andall:times atid'writers reports Arhong: the -peo- 
ple of God alfo,the Ifraelites::itis manifett chandiuers Sorces 
_yers and Witches did fhrowd themfelues,and Inied with 
punity,asappeareth by the Witch of Ender,which king Samls 
feueritie, in their gencrall extirpation thorow ‘the whole 
kingdom; had-siotwithftandin pafied by,anddeft wnefpied; 
~ asalfo by that {peciall note and commendations;from Gods 
owne me word of Lofina, that is, that hee hadxaken 
away fronramiddelt-his people, all the Enchanters & Sorces 
rers: by which itis likely and cannot be denied ,thatthrough | 
the lenitie or carclefneffe of former 
had long fecurely there breathed. That Godidoth not vie by 
_myracles to detectall, or moft Enchanters Magicians, or 
Witches,is farther made vndoubted; becaufeit fhould fol- 
low, then arid thence neceffarily,that he hath both in the firft 
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doth, inthe holy recosils ofthis facred: word,: make knowne 
his Decree, that they fhalbe permitted to liue and:continue _ 
yponi the face ofthe earth ne other, and as other ynre- 
pentant finnets, yntill his fecond comming, and the laft day 
of etetnall doome, Renelat.chap. 22. ver{.15. without fhalbe 
Enchanters,:Ifhis Iuftice-and feuere iudgement fhould by 
his miraculous power make fo narrow fearch amongft them, 
as ordinarily to root them out, it were impoffible any one of 
them fhould efeape his all-fecing reuengefull hand, to fur- 
vine his generall:decreed day offentence,and dreadfull 
doome, ofali:kinde of finnes.and finners, which both iv 
inftice ynto fome, andsmercy-vnto other fome, ‘his infinite 
goodnes and wifedome hath decreed, fhall not be fruftrate, 
Ithoughthetefore Almighty God doth fometimes ftretch 
mighty handmiraculoufly:to' {mite, orbring into 
light fome horrid: finnes: and finaers, his: extraordinarie 
power therein fometimes onely extended, at his owne good 
wiil & pleafure,doth not iuftifie the prefumptuuos expectati- 
of.of the difpenfarion thereof in any particular, God whois. 
 theGodofosdet,andnot of confufion;;doth not ordinarily 
difpernfe his oxerdordinary workes, ner vfually confound in. 
differently foldifferent natures in their end.and vfe, and his 
decree Nature it felfe doth alfo teachan impoffibilitie 
shat which is excraordinary,to becom or be expected ordin- 
rhe, Inabat wayebich is ordinarie, the induftrueus, the dili- 
gent ) the:provident mam therefore. doth with carefull perfe- 
uerance: ¥prightly .walke, The flothful! yonely the intem- 
perate, the improuident man, cither by folly orignorance lo. 
‘feth, ot by idle floth forgecteth or omitteth, his ordinarie 
way or.opportunitie, and ridiculoufly: hopeth ‘or trufteth vn- 
to the vedemption thereof, by extraordinari¢.con tingents or 
‘Thusit hath appeared, that in regard-of any mere {peciall 
or exttaordinarie glorification of God, in the detection of 
Witclits, of other as great sand as | 
| ine 
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finnets, there isno needfull or neceflary wf of mytacles;» 


SThefecond confideration was, whether they are 


ther of the Diuell, then of Ged ; asalfo;how they may bee 
any iuftconuictions of the fuppofed or fufpected guilty. 
Weewillficft herein .examine the touch of the fuppofed 
Witch jmmediatly commanding the ceffation of the fuppo- 
fed fitsof the bewitched, That thisis a falfe or Diabolicall 
myracleand not of God, may beiufilydoubted. 
_. Firft, becaufe the holy and bleffed power of -workingmy- 
_ racles (among which, the healing the Sicke or the poflefled 
 wasnot theleaft): was neuer of Gad difpenfed, to haunt or 
follow the touch of wickcd-men,or Sorcerers or Witches; 
Secondly, for that the true myracles of God: (which were 
euer difpenfed,cither for the common.good ofhis Church,or 
the declaration of his glorious truth, or for the extraordina= 
rie punifhment and deftru€étion of euill men) did neuer-ob-— 
{curely;-or indireAtly, proue themfelues or theirends, butin 
their manifeftation wereinabled to ouer-fhine -cleerely, all 
thefogges andmiffsof doubtorqueftion, = 
-Thecontrary hereutito inthis e€ted myracle is. mas 
nifeft, whcrein is ridiculoufly:imagined, that the bleffed gift 
and vertue of healing the ficke, defcended from God aboue, 
may bereputed in the hands ofa Witch: a figne or teftimo- 
nie of his or her guilt and.impiety, which euer hath been;and 
isin it felfe a {peciall gracc and fauour of God, and was euer 
vied-rather as. a confirmation of the truth of Gods Minifters 
feruants, Let ys now cdfider how this miraculous touch 
and the efficacie thereof, may bee any iuft conuidtion of a 
witch. Noman can doubt that the vertue wherewith this 
touch was indued,wasfupernaturall. If it bee fupernaturall, 
show can man,vnto. whom nothing fimply is poffible, that is’ 


not naturall,beiuftly reputed any poore Agent therein? Ifhe 


cannot bee efteemed in himfelfe any poflibleor true Agent, 
—thenitremaineth, that he-can onely be intereffed therein, ae” 
an acceflary in confent ; asaSolicitor or Seruant vito fu+ 
periour power. If that fuperiour power(asis before proved in 
she falichood of his myracle) be Diuel, the 
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 bledoube remsining whethectheDiuelslone, or withthe. 


any mans actionsmay 
conioinedor:apred,.. Fiis:therefore doth not 
fer fought he a mans ewne proper 


content or. contraét of the fulpected perfon hath produced 
that wonderfull effe& : with whar Religion. orreaton can.a- 
ny man rather-enclinc to credit the Diuels information in the. 
mouth of the bewitched ( who isthe.commoniaccufer of 
God tomen,, andofmen:to-God ) then in requifite pittie, 


picti¢and owne kinde torenderthe 


weakenes of fraile man,again{t the fubtilty of thedeccitfull 
Diuel, © Shallasan with man find leffc fauour, then the Di- 
ucll with managainft man ?. That the Deuill is able by the 
permiffion of God, to annex or hang this myracle vpon this 
or that patticular, is maniteft,by the poffeffed in the Gofpel; 
vpon whoni and their.navurall actions and motions, he caft 
fupermaturall confequences or concomitances. Was not 
their {peech actended with fupernaturall revelation , their 
hands with fupernaturall force, r0 rend'and teare in pieces 
iron chaines and bonds? If rhe Diuel] be able co transfule,; 


or caft these miraculous concomitances or co esas 


lone, and without allowance of any manor perfon where 


Goddothpermit ; how isatin any equity 


thefe impofitions of the Diucti fhould:be imputed vatoany 
nan? God forbid, thatthe Diuels fignes & wonders,nay his 
truths fhould become any legallallegations.or evidences jin- 
lawe. Weituay therefore conclude it vniuft;that theforena-. 


miraculous effect by the Diucil wrought imputed 


the bewitched, fhould be efteemed a or infallible-mark 
again{t any man, as therfore.conuinced a Witch, for chat the 
Diucl and.the bewiched haue fo deciphered him. Thefe 
miraculous fratagems ‘may be exercifed vpon.any man, or 
‘be.decejefully or fraudulently 


consradtaherein with ehe Dinel meceflarily and direétly pro~ 
ued that This contract may'bee 
and is plainly detected by Gftingand confidering that mans 


Voluntarily afftfing or promoting, promifing,-or vnderte- 


performance 
thereof, 
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‘found in thefe revelations and truth ought bee of regard. Te 


thereof, as hath been faid coricerning the miraculous con- 
fequence of the touch of a fufpected Witch; fo may be de- | 
termined: concerning the fupernaturall revelations offecret 
matkes orfignes in her body, aceording vnto the prediction 
of the bewitchedjas alfo of the difcouery of the prefent acti- 
ons,geftures, and fpeeches of fuppofed witches in farre di- 
ftant places. Diuers examples I my felfehaue feene in thefe 
kitids: muft neceflarily acknowledge a miore then natural 
power therein , becaufe farre beyond the nature, reafon, ot 
power of man. But there is notwithftanding fufficiént mat- 
ter of doubt, whether fuch réetelations, fectet Gents, and 
marks, though found in the named perfons or parts ttue, as - 
 alfo the right. pourtraitures and fhapes-of the fuppofed or ac 
cufed Witches, though neuer of the bewitched before feene, 
and yet by the bewitched truly defcribed; there is,T fay,nor- 
withfttanding, fufficient matter ofdoubt, whether they are 
infufficient ro.charge or accufe any particular thus 
pointed our or marked: The Lawe and expreffe commande+ 
_ ment of God doth allow of no revelation from any other 
Spirit, but from Whether thefe reuelations 
are wre Be God, if their dure examination by the rule | 
of his Word “do norclearely determine , rafhrarhafty per- *egrin: 
tutbation or paffion ought not prefumeit. The laws of men yarrza A 
alfo admit no fupernaturalilluminations or renelations,as a- 
ny grounds of iuft tryals or decifions of right or truth. Tt Quyicquid m 
followeth therefore neceffarily, that they are voyde, and 
‘tight to be of noforce or credit in vpright iudgement with 
and righreous men. Tt may bee obieG@ed, thattruthis 


omay hereto againe bee replied, that although truth initfelfe 
_ ‘be preat and ought and wilfpreuaile; yetin the abuft, euill, 
wfe,or corrupted, or depraued end thicreaf, 
not is of force, The Divell, ‘as othefcunning lyers 
grid: deeditiers and inpitators of that his art vitally ‘mixe 
lyes , thaethofe rrtiths giting credit vnto fyes, 
‘men both and fobeedeceied. 


| 
| 
| 
i 


fible truths, In the former revelations therefore, reprefenta- 
tions & true deferiptions in the bewitched, of perfons of {e- 
eret markes.and fignes, of {peeches,eeftures, andthelike,al- 
though the Diuel be foiid true, or {peaking truth, yet may, he 
notwithftanding- haply be therein alfoalyer,while truly 
{cribing their perfons, fhapes,imarks,manners.and geftures, 
& the like, he falfely 
eeming ordeceiuing neceffity of their guilt, as.if therein.ot 

thereby neceflarily inferred. Wee may boldly yet further af- 
firm, that ifit were poffible for the‘Diuel to {peak the truth, 
truly, wholly, vnpartially , fo as it might eppeare plaine,eui- 
dent,manifeft, yet ought wee not from him belceue it or re- 
ceiue it.) Thisis.in our bleffed Savior made vndoubted, who 
inthe Gofpel.oft rebuked him euen {peaking truth,as alfo in. 
S.Paul rebuking the Pythonifle, truly afirming, & acknow- 
ledging him the feruant & Minifter of God. If the diuelthen 
{peaking truth may not be allowed or credited;how fhal re- 
uelations,miracles.or oracles proceeding fr6 him,be they ne- 
uerfo.true, or approued with any fhew.of true Religion or 
reafon, become any iuft probations orallegations in lawe,e- — 
quity or iuftice ? It may bee obiected, that many times men: 


haue bin by dreams & vifions admonifhed of fecret and con-. 


cealed hideous murders, & other euil facts cOmitted priuily, 


_ whereby the Malefactors and their guilt haue bin admirably. 


produced vnto due punifhment. This truth is euen by Hea- 


then Authors witneffed, & in our time the like hath hapned, | 


and is teftified by witnefles, whofe faith & creditis free from 
al exception. Although this be true & cannot be denied, fom 
reafons notwith{tanding do perfwade that-it is more fafe to. 
incline,to fufpedét-that thefe.like vifionsor drgams are rather 
of the Diuell, then rafhly todetermine or decree that they 


immediately of God, Firft, forrhat though haply they 
might befometimes fo.granted,yet ought wenot too {wift- 
ly orfodainly fo beleeue, forthar bythe liuely: counterfait of 


the true. vifions, dreams and reuelations of God, the Diuell - 


hath cuer vfually pratifed tobe taken and efteemed as God: 


the. allowance, whereof by men is high blafphemy againft 
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and ignor 
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the immediate, by the evident reflexion of'a manifeft diuini- 


ty,in the power.and authority thereof, . For as itis faid. of the 
word of God: fo.muft it neccflarily. be can- 
-tluded.ofall che true myracles, viftons,or revelations of God, 


thar they are luely, and mighty inoperation.. 


This is feene in the miracles wrought by Mofes,which the 


< 


nt: and occult-adoration.ef Diuels,: 
Secondly,for that no vifions,dreames,or reuclations, ought 
.to be-efteemed of God, originally onigimediarely, whighdo 

—_refpedt or anfwere curiofitic: of knowledge prdefire,.asmoft 

of the forementioned kindes viually are wont... Thirdly, for 

. that the vifions.of God,as they are euer bent into an éxtraor- 
-dinary diuine end,and.an yniyerfal 
_penfed by the miniftery.ofmen,who hqaue'manifet coumif- 
-fion, or. warrant from.God,, either mediate 
The mediate is proued by the-manifeftation-of the meanes.: 


Sorcerers themtelues could nordeny to,be thefinger of God, | 
Gen: 8..verfe.1.9, This islikewife {eene in Simon ALagus:,.. who 
couldnot bat-acknowledgethe miraculous power of the ho- 
ly Ghoft, "by the laying on ofthe Apoltles hands, fo far forsh | 
_ ‘that in the:confideration of hisowne guilt, & of a conuinging 
_ power erdeitie therein, he defired themzo.pray for him, .,... 
> Thefame:is alfo witnefled intheferuaats of the high Priefts 
beisg-fene with wicked malice,and-curfed preiudice to 
intrap and betray-our Sauiour, were by-the miraculous power 
of his word and. works-compelled fo proclaime and confeffe; | 
ener. (pake like this man, Alithelenotes gr .markes, 
of thre: tttie dreames, or cewelations of God, are. euer 
generally,or for the moft part. wanting ja the fosementioned 
~kimdes’, which being neuer free from fome fufpitious: nore of 
godly iealoufie, therforeought- not but with much doubt and | 
admitged) bee as.yes further 
-obiected: Haw:carhitorbes wile bee, deemed, shenshat God 
himfelfe.is the Adthor'of the reyelations, fince they 
tend vnto-his glory inthe detecting ‘and: punifhing of fo hi- 
deous bris heteto-anf wered, thas Almighty God is. 
cablétohf{e euill infruments yato. good ends, - 


“He the Died! common ac- 
6fall Ganes and finners, Ix is therefore no inconuehi- 
the Diuethinielfe in the vifions or dteames, 
| thé conimaiidement or perniiffion of God,is the producer 
the fore-mencioned murders cuil faéts ,vatolight & iudge- 
‘ment (God forhis owne. petmittech the Dinel by thefe 
his wonderfull revelations, to che named finnes ‘and 
The Diuell for his owne'end, and ‘defire of their 
doth execute the Decree of for their 
ment, 
But here may be againe,that the Diuell: in his re- 
uéladions (as is before mentioned) is not to-bee belecued or 
| cfedited, although he fpake ertith. How then may men be al- 
fowed , to admit or make vie of thefe his vifions or dreames | 
in in ehis kinde, 
“It i¢ hereto replyed, Almig tie God hirnfetfe doth both 
Jermitand heare che Diuell when hee jas ismanifeft 
q y holy Scriptures. Therefore among men, and by men alfo, 
is may be heatd and confidered. Neswithfan- 
Ming, fitice hee is oft a falfe Accufer, and the enemy of God 
and tiiay not be credited in himfelfe, no‘nor truth 
‘felfe finaply°as his mouth. Vpen his accufation therefore, 
truth and ceréainty doe declare it felfe, the force and der- 
tue thereof, arid notthe accufation doth conduét vpright 
4mén and mindes; vnto proceeding and iudpemenc; it is net 
Ahe'Divels che truth itfelfeviro which haply 
‘thar dccufation did’ ‘that tnadc 
manifeft, ‘sthérefore eredired, BC 
nd with breuiey-hath the vanity both ofall Gaperfti- 
and OF wayes of thedéreétion of 
ph; “Witches atid been: an fore’ fe sheir particu 
es theft; whieli in aad wieh the(e'witl likewile pe- 
gait tbe ttyall of facere religion and affection, 
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Treatife formerly difquired and difcourfed. Thercin (ineelli- 


gear Reeder) thou maift obferue forts ofmanifel Witt 


ches: The'one is offered: the ourwasd ferlfe, io his appa- 
rentand palpable Sorcerous workes The otheriamade 
by plaine demonftration out of the facred - 


Is-harh prenailedwith vulgar cuflome(becaule fen« 


ible of the, mo groffe:harines store open tofente): 
-chiefely,or for the moft pare, she eye and common jealoufie'— 

vpon the kiade, The other kinds (hecaulewfually left no-— 
ted of fenfe, and therefore: efteemed leaft harmefull to men). 
is both in theiu& protraQiower prediudtion thereof yntothe: 
barre of luftice much mare mane and -feldome,& alfo in coms. 
mon and vulgar obferuarion is or not atallconfidered,. 

_ Hence it preceedesh,thatmatt men do doubrfilly refolue 
thereof; Yea, fome-men admire a worth therein, others e- - 
fieeme jt of reafonable and commendable vfe,vatothe fatis- - 
faction of their euriofisies,.in things fecretand hidden from: 


theknowledge ofman.. 


But fince Almighty God hath mere {pecially (as is in 
former Trearife proved) both given moft certaine and: plaine 
indication, and. infosmation of rhiskinde, by she expreffed 
fruiss thereof, and she neceffary inference of familiarity. and 

, confulration with osher Spirits then himfelfe,, [/siah 8. verfe- 
19,and hath alfo fo. oft in fo dipers places iterated the great: 
hishigh derefasion thereof, it is. nor onely 


the {aniag ducty ofall private mento-sake more diligent 


warie natice thereof,thereby to efchew and fiye from it, ace 
cording vnte Gods exprefle charge and command; but itis - 
the charge of Princes Magiftrates alfo,so.fulfill cherby the 
commanded execution.of Gods holy wrath and vengeance 
vponjt;for whieh pleafing-femuice and facsifice vnto him, Al- 
mighty God hath vpen the everlafting records of hishaly, | 
word fixed for euer the fo memerable praife,& comendation 
_ of thofe famous Princes, who haue dedicated shemfeljes 
willtherein. As it hath-been declared 
Witchesand Sorcerers,in two kindes feuerally may be 
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| charged, chalienged, and proued as certaine andyn- 
| . doubted Offendors:' fo alfo how fatre prefumption,’probas 
bilities or ‘matter’ of fufpicion both may blame- 
lefly guide,and conduct vpri ght. and equal! inquifition; hath 
been briefely inftanced. From all which it is firft, 
that God in nature hath not fhut vp inthis fubieé&,the com- 
i | mon entrance and doore of iudging, trying or deciding ase» 
7 | qually,as in other cafes : fecondly, that befide and beyond 
that way, which God hath left vritofenfible and reafo- 
nable progreffe, herein it muft neceffarily bee prepofterous 


prefumption to breake out, or otter-reach, asalfo in fteade of 
that plaine approued and authentike walkefor the-ttyalls of 
truth; the iudgement & condenination of others, andthe'ée~ 


| ments,and reafonleffe traditions and-experiments. To walke 
in thefe wayes,is no betterthen to runne away from 'God,in‘ 

| whonrto truft;though withfome reftraint , and coertion of 
f our longing vaine defires, and fatisfactions, is truly far more 
_ happy Ken del of the condué of his allowance, therein to 
; inioy the fulleft meafure or ouerflow of all the moft obfequi-. 
ous influencies of humane bliffe, If true religion aid pictie: 
iP could fettle this confideration, the commonfolly of mifgo- 


and be afhamed, but a more‘euen, ftraight,and vninterrupted 

way, being prepared therby-vnto iuftice,would ually bring 

forth a much more happy iflue, then now.is- ordinary. Thus 

# farre the louc of truth, which T haue ever carefully fought and 

i ftudied, hath offered violence ynto my priuate thoughts and 

if meditations,expofing thé vnto the hazard of publike views 

As.my labourisnot loft vnto my felfe, and my owne' more 

confirmed fatisfaction thereby:fo if rheré ‘be therin any good, 

ynto the coromon good, I know,-good men willnorfor the 
shorne,refufe the fruit,for defect of elegance inftile,orobftu- 

sity of worthiathe Author, quarrell with thematter it felfe. | 


| | 
| ftablifhment of mens owne thoughts, and mindes, to feeke' 
| irreligious footing , in the Labyrinth of amazing wonder- 
intemperate expatiations in 
this kinde, would not-onlyin private men more vfually blufh 
| 


